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Clue to USSR Character

Swaddling of Russian babies is believed partly re-
sponsible for the adamant Russian spirit. For them truth is an
absolute, and compromise is inadmissible except as a tactic.

» BECAUSE Russian babies are bound
with swaddling cloths into a rigid, immo-
bile bundle, the world must contend with
a stubborn people whose characters are
distorted by these bonds.

That the custom of swaddling infants is
one factor determining Russian adult char-
acter is the conclusion of the anthropolo-
gist Geoffrey Gorer whose analysis of the
Russian character is published in a new
book, THE PeorLE oF GreaT Russia, by
Geoffrey Gorer and Dr. John Rickman
(Chanticleer Press).

You were not swaddled. The American
baby passes his infancy clothed in loose,
light clothing. He can reach out to touch
or grasp whatever attracts his attention.
He can kick at will. If he is angered at
anything, he can flail the air with both
arms and legs, can arch his back, can
express his emotion with his whole body.

The Russian infant from the moment of
birth is tightly swaddled in long strips of
material that hold his legs straight and
rigid and bind his arms tightly down at
his sides.

Although this restriction of movement is
enraging to an infant, all the Russian baby
can do is to scream and that is soon stop-
pered by a comforter. After that he can
give expression to his bottled up rage only
with his eyes—no other part of him is
capable of movement.

All non-Russians tend to notice the great
expressiveness of Russian eyes, and most
Americans know Russians mainly through
the song, “Dark Eyes.”

At intervals—whenever he is hungry—
the baby is taken to his mother, his
swaddling taken off and he is caressed and
put to the bountiful breast. Thus he goes
from one extreme of complete restraint
to the other of complete freedom and satis-
faction.

In this alternation of treatment, Dr.
Gorer sees one of the explanations for
those abrupt about-faces for which the
Russians are famous in international gath-
erings where they may change suddenly
from a rigid negative attitude to one of
smiling assent.

Russian soldiers are also known to switch
abruptly from brutality to gentleness. Those
who have visited in Russia have been struck
by the Russians’ endurance of privation al-
ternated with bouts of heavy drinking and
extravagant eating.

Teething normally starts while the in-
fant is still swaddled, and this may explain
why the Russian’s rage is associated with
the teeth and with biting off or gobbling

up. Russian folklore has a character of a
witch baby with iron teeth who devours her
parents. Russian propaganda frequently de-
scribes their enemies as cannibalistic. They
live in the constant fear that their enemies
will devour them. It is interesting that
Soviet dental service provides false teeth
made of stainless steel.

“For several months, at least,” writes Dr.
Gorer, “the Russian infant experiences in-
tense but relatively undirected rage and
fears deriving from his projection of this
rage on to the external world; as a result
of this he develops a feeling of pervasive
though unfocussed guilt.”

Dr. Gorer sees an explanation for the
“confession complex” in the early religious
training of the Russian child. From about
the age of five, the Russian child goes to
confession. He kneels at the feet of the
priest, but instead of giving a free account
of his wrong-doings, he is instructed to an-
swer “I am guilty, father” to questions put
by the priest accusing him of some sin or
other. It is not considered a lie to confess
to sins one is not conscious of having
committed, but it is considered sinful
pride to deny sins of which the confessor
accuses one.

The Russian, by tradition, does not un-
derstand rule by majority vote, Dr. Gorer
points out. To the Russian there is but one
truth or right decision on any question
and all must comply to it. In the Rus-
sian version of the town meeting, the
“mir,” a member who is in disagreement
with the general consent has only one
outlet—to separate himself from the meet-
ing. Is this why the Russian delegates are
forever walking out of meetings where
they find themselves in a hopeless minority?

To a Russian, the leader, whether he is a
Czar, Lenin or Stalin, has always been
completely idealized by the mass of the
population which loyally adheres to the
regime. “He is,” says Dr. Gorer, “in the
most literal sense of the word, superhu-
manly perfect in knowledge, truth, and
foresight.

“He is so idealized that the ordinary
person cannot imagine himself thinking or
feeling as the leader would do.”

It is for this reason that the Soviet rep-
resentative must always consult with Mos-
cow before making any decision or an-
nouncing any course of action.

To the Russian, says Dr. Gorer, com-
promise is inadmissible except perhaps as
a tactic, and there is no possibility of a
“loyal opposition.” All men of good will
must recognize the truth when it is pointed
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out to them; if they refuse to recognize it,
this shows their wicked characters and evil
intentions. To accept the decision of the
majority, without the appropriate internal
convictions, is for Great Russians the aban-
Jonment of all honor and self-respect.
The Russian has no concept of relative
truths or aspects or versions of the truth.
The truth for him is one and absolute. It
is a system of interconnected items, ar-
ranged in a hierarchy but in such a war
that the destruction of one item jeopardizes
the whole system.
Science News Letter, September 2, 1950

GENERAL SCIENCE
U. S. Can Live in Peace
With USSR by Firm Policy

» IT IS perfectly possible to work out a
way of living with Russia indefinitely with-
out war but only through a policy of per-
manent strength, firmness and consistency.

This is the conclusion of anthropologist,
Geoffrey Gorer, on the basis of an analysis
of the Russian character made in collabora-
tion with a psychoanalyst, Dr. John Rick-
man. The analysis together with recom-
mendations for dealing with the Russians is
published in a new book, THE PEoPLE oF
GreaT Russia, (Chanticleer Press).

Dr. Gorer’s conclusions are:

“It is useless to try to make friends with,
or win the sympathy of, the mass of the
Great Russian people, in the hopes of pro-
ducing transformations of policy. The mass
of the people never have had, and (in any
foreseeable future) are not likely to have

INSIDE VIEW—The color pattern
“frozen” into this plastic model of
a human leg bone reveals to Milton
M. Leven where fracture might occur
if bone were subjected to jarring im-
pact, as in jumping from a height.
Concentration of stress lines in socket
where bone joins hip shows this to
be the danger zone.
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