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Pneumonic Plague Danger

There exists a danger now of an outbreak of pneu-
monic plague unless it is spotted and treated early. Gland
diseases of the groin or armpit regions are indicators.

» DOCTORS in 15 western states should
suspect plague in any case of disease in the
lymph glands of the groin or armpit re-
gions, Dr. Vernon B. Link of the U. S.
Public Health Service’s western communi-
cable disease center at San Francisco, warns
in the JouRNAL oF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL
AssociatioN in Chicago (Sept. 30).

He foresees danger of an outbreak of
pneumonic plague with serious loss of life
unless plague is suspected, diagnosed and
treated early.

Penicillin, famous mold remedy effective
in many diseases, “has no value whatsoever
in the treatment of human plague,” Dr.
Link also warns.

In two recent cases in which penicillin
was the only drug given, the patients both
died, he reports.

Streptomycin and sulfadiazine are the
treatment of choice and should be started
immediately “even when only a possibility
exists that the disease is plague,” he states.
In one case, he reports, the use of these
two drugs “produced an immediate, dra-
matic, life-saving effect in a moribund pa-
tient who most certainly would have died
without such treatment.”
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The 15 western states in which plague
danger exists for humans are: California,
Oregon, Montana, ldaho, Nevada, Utah,
Wyoming, Washington, Arizona, New Mex-
ico, Colorado, North Dakota, Oklahoma,
Kansas and Texas. Plague infected rodents,
such as rats and ground squirrels have been
found in all these states, constituting a
reservoir of infection that may spread to
man.

From July, 1949, through July, 1950, five
cases of plague and 13 more suspected cases
have occurred. This figure is considerably
above previous averages and is one reason
for Dr. Link’s warning. Another reason is
that two of the five cases occurred in coun-
ties of New Mexico in which wild rodent
plague had never been found before.

Plague cases at present are sporadic and
are of the bubonic type. But Dr. Link warns
that a case of pneumonic plague might
develop at any time and could give rise
to a serious outbreak because this kind of
plague spreads directly from person to per-
son and therefore is much harder to control
than bubonic plague which spreads via

rodent fleas.
Science News Letter, October 7, 1950

Smoking in Lung Cancer

Arsenic from insecticides used to protect the tobacco
plants may be the chemical in tobacco smoke which causes
cancer. Inhaling does not seem to make any difference.

» SMOKING is an important factor in
causing cancer of the lung, two medical
scientists conclude from a study reported
to the BriTisH MEepicaL JournaL (Sept. 30).

Arsenic in insecticides used to protect the
tobacco plants may be the chemical in the
tobacco smoke that causes the cancer, they
suggest.

The scientists are Dr. Richard Doll of
the statistical research unit of the Medical
Research Council and Dr. A. Bradford Hill,
honorary director of the same unit and
professor of medical statistics at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

Their conclusions about the part smok-
ing, especially cigarette ‘'smoking, plays in
causing cancer are based on studies of the
smoking history of 1,732 patients with can-
cer of the lung, stomach or large bowel
and 743 general medical and surgical pa-
tients who did not have cancer. Of the can-

cer patients, 649 men and 60 women had
cancer of the lung.

Among the lung cancer patients 0.3% of
the men and 31.7% of the women were
non-smokers. In this study a smoker was
defined as a person who had smoked as
much as one cigarette a day for as long
as one year.

Among non-cancer patients 42% of the
men and 53.3% of the women were non-
smokers.

After the age of 45, the scientists found,
the risk of developing lung cancer increases
in simple proportion with the amount
smoked. The risk may be about 50 times
as great among those who smoke 25 ciga-
rettes a day as among non-smokers.

Whether or not the smoker inhales does
not seem to make any difference. Since the
size of the smoke particle which carries the
cancer-causing chemical is unknown, noth-
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ing can be said about the effect any change
in rate and depth of breathing may have
on the extent and site of deposition of the
cancer-causing chemical.

In suggesting that arsenic from insecti-
cides on tobacco plants may be the chemical
in tobacco smoke that causes lung cancer,
the scientists point out that the only cancer-
causing chemical that has been found in
tobacco smoke 1is arsenic. However, the
evidence that arsenic can produce cancer of
the lung is “suggestive rather than conclu-
sive,” they state.

If arsenic is the cancer-causer in to-
bacco smoke, it might account for the ob-
servation that deaths from cancer of the
lung have increased more rapidly than the
consumption of tobacco.
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ENGINEERING
Counter Measures Three
Kinds of Radioactivity

» DEVELOPMENT of the first instru-
ment that can count all three kinds of
radiation from uranium—A-bomb ingredi-
ent—is claimed in Schenectady, N. Y.
The new instrument, called the universal
scintillation counter, not only detects and
counts alpha, beta and gamma radiation,
it also does this job more efficiently than
any other instrument detects and counts

IDENTIFIES BIG THREE—The
universal scintillation counter ana-
lyzes the white square of paper which
contains the smear from object sus-
pected to be contaminated. The in-
strument is able to check the smear
for presence of alpha, beta or gamma
rays, which are the “big three” of
nuclear radiation. Mrs. Ethelyn Lang-
don, engineering assistant, operates
machine.
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