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Sutton Hoo Bone Not Bone

» THE FRAGMENT believed to be bone—
the only trace of bone found in the archaeo-
logically very important Sutton Hoo ship
burial in Britain—is not really bone at all,
it is indicated by Dr. H. Barker of the Re-
search Laboratory, British Museum, London,
in )a report to the journal, Nature (Aug.
26).

The Sutton Hoo burial is important be-

“MIRACLE
ELECTRONIC
EAR”

HIDES
DEAFNESS

Transmits Even Whispers
With Startling Clarity!

e Now—a new way to hear with-
out any button showing in the ear—
without dangling battery wires
—without clumsy separate battery
packs! A way that has rendered
old-style hearing aids obsolete
almost overnight.

Today Beltone’s ‘““Miracle
Electronic Ear” is enabling thou-
sands to hear clearly again—even
whispers. Actually enables you
to hide your deafness while
bringing amazing new intensity
and clarity of sound.

(P7cerr®y Find out about this new
electronic “miracle” to-
day. Mail the FREE book

it ﬁsv" coupon NOwW.

COUNCIL DN 1
PHYSICAL
MEDICINE

ATIOK

.‘\\\IVW .

MONO-PAC

é Beltone Hearing Aid Co., Dept. 0000

One-Unit Hearing Aid
1450 W. 1%th St., Chicago 8, IlI,

SEND FOR VALUABLE FREE BOOK

3 Beltone Hearing Aid Co., Dept. 356-D 1
B 1450 W. 19th St., Chicago 8, lilinois 1
[ ] . . 1
3 Please send me (in plain wrapper) &
: your new FREE Book on DEAF- =
3 NESS and the “Miracle Electronic g
» Far.” H
] [ ]
) '
[} [ ]
1 1
1 ]
[} L
L 8 1 1 ] -

cause of the wealth of treasure in gold,
coins, and delicate cloisonne jewelry as well
as such imported items as silver dishes
from Byzantium, gourd drinking cups
from as far away as the south of France
and a helmet from the Baltic coast of
Sweden.

This burial, dated between 650 and
670 A.D., has puzzled archaeologists for
two reasons. First, the “grave furniture”
shows it to be a pagan grave in a pagan
burial place, and yet there is reason to be-
lieve that the grave is that of one of the
East Anglian kings, all of whom were de-
vout Christians. There are also crosses and
other clear signs of Christianity in the grave
itself.

Another puzzle is the fact that when
first excavated, no sign of a body was
found.

Was this burial in an 80-foot rowboat on
the east bank of the River Deben, in
Suffolk, merely a public monument to a
king? Did his body receive Christian burial
somewhere else in consecrated ground?

The new finding from the research labo-
ratory of the British Museum does not seem
to throw any new light on this question.

Key to the deception of what was thought
to be a piece of bone lies in the acidity of
Sutton Hoo soil which does not favor the
preservation of human bones. Chemical
analysis of the “bone” showed it to be
essentially a hydrated ferric phosphate con-
taining only traces of calcium.

Dr. Barker visualizes the formation as
taking place in this way:

While the acid of the soil would dis-
solve bones, the diffusion of corrosion prod-
ucts from nearby iron fragments in the
structure of calcined or burned bone would,
by the deposition of insoluble ferric phos-
phate, form a cast of the original bone.
Thus the fragment found in the grave was
not of unburned bone, as originally sup-
posed, but acually an insoluble product from
burned bone formed by contact with
corroding iron under acid soil conditions.

Dr. Barker’s report does not indicate that
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there was any evidence that the original
bone was human or that any indication was
found that a cremated body was buried
in the grave; the early Christians opposed
cremation because it was believed that the
body should be buried whole to favor
resurrection.
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GENERAL SCIENCE
$225,000 for National
Science Foundation

» WHEN President Truman signed the
$17,000,000 supplemental appropriations
bill, $225,000 became available for the
first year’s operation of the new National
Science Foundation. Originally designed to
stimulate research in the more peaceful
aspects of science, the Foundation may now
find itself concerned with wartime jobs.
One of its jobs will be to keep a roster
of the nation’s scientific, technical and en-
gineering personnel. This roster will be in-
valuable in case of an all-out mobilization.
In addition, the Foundation might possibly
be given the job of drafting scientists and
engineers in the event of war.
Science News Letter, October 7, 1950
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