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Ice Islands as Bases

Floating masses of ice 20 miles across and 200 feet
thick would be suitable for Arctic weather stations, air fields
and research laboratories, conference is told.

» HUGE floating islands of ice in the
Arctic Ocean are being eyed by scientists
as potential bases for weather stations, air
fields and research laboratories near the
North Pole.

Weather experts and military research
specialists at the Alaskan Science Confer-
ence in Washington listened intently as
monster ice islands 20 miles across and 200
feet thick were described by Lt. Col. Joseph
O. Fletcher, commanding officer of the Air
Force’s 375th Reconnaissance Squadron
based in Alaska.

Col. Fletcher showed a photograph of a
four-engined Russian plane which landed
on Arctic ice 13 years ago. The inference
was clear: Russia began long before the
United States to study conditions along
the short air route over the Polar cap.

The islands floating in the Arctic Ocean
are much thicker than ordinary field ice.
Scientists at the conference said they are
probably chunks of glaciers millions of
years old—so called fossil ice which has
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By Arthur Raistrick, M.Sc.

An account of the Quakers, who,
during the period in which they
appeared to be drifting into a quiet
retirement from the stress of the
fight for religious freedom, were,
actually, giving to their time and
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Industrial Revolution. Their power-
ful position and influence in the
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mining, botany, medicine and bank-
ing is skillfully brought out.
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never melted. There are believed to be
many of them moving sluggishly through
the thinner ice and open waters of the
Arctic, perhaps as much as two miles a
day.

No research stations now exist on these
floating ice islands, Dr. A. F. Spilhaus,
dean of the Institute of Technology at the
University of Minnesota, said, but scientists
are intrigued by their possibilities.

The polar regions are the only great gaps
remaining in the world’s weather network,
he said. Little is known of temperature and
wind conditions at sea level in the Arctic,
although many airplanes have now flown
over the region. Geophysicists want to
know more about the atmosphere, radio
conditions and the earth’s magnetism at
the top of the world.

The islands might be very useful for
landing strips, Dr. Spilhaus said. Low level
reconnaissance has shown there are level
areas on the islands of ice suitable for
landings.

Polar engineering is a new and startling
field, he said. Solid ice may be used as a
construction material like steel or wood.
Alloys of ice mixed with sawdust are being
studied.

From materials such as this, the meteor-
ologist predicted, whole towns may some
day be built in the Arctic on floating bases
which nature has already provided in a
frozen world.
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GEOPHYSICS
Consider Possibility of
Second Magnetic Pole

» THE possibility that there may be a sec-
ond magnetic north pole somewhere in
the Arctic is being taken seriously by sci-
entists.

It was brought up again in a paper by
two geophysicists of the U. S. Coast and
Geodetic Survey, David G. Knapp and
Capt. Elliott B. Roberts. The paper was pre-
sented to the Alaskan Science Conference
sponsored by the National Academy of Sci-
ences and the National Research Council.

Alaska occupies a strategic area in the
attack on this “perennial riddle of Arctic
magnetism,” the scientists reported. From
Alaska, they said, magnetic observations in
the heart of the Arctic Ocean may break
the mystery.

The question lies in the magnetic north
pole found by James C. Ross on the
Boothia Peninsula in 1831. This imaginary
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point on the earth’s surface has moved
somewhat since it was found, but it is
still not in the center of the overall mag-
netic field of the Arctic.

The possibility that a second magnetic
pole may be pulling the field askew has
been suggested before by scientists. Despite
tremendous difficulties in taking magnetic
observations in the Arctic Ocean, the job
of tracking down the answer is being ac-
celerated.
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RADIO-ASTRONOMY
Better Communications
From Study of Aurora

» BETTER communications in the Arctic,
vital if all-out war comes, should result
from studies of the aurora borealis and the
upper atmosphere now being made in
Alaska.

Dr. A. G. McNish of the National Bu-
reau of Standards told the first Alaskan
Science Conference, sponsored by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, that the effect
of the “northern lights” on radio communi-
cations was “not altogether deleterious.”
Normally brilliant aurora displays mean
interference with radio reception, and often
blackouts. New information is giving a
possibility for careful choice of frequency
that will allow radio communications other-
wise impossible.
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GEM SPECIMEN
COLLECTION

Nine fine rough specimens of Crystal
Gems in Snowfoam Plastic Mount 3 x
5 x %" containing Aquamarine, Golden
Beryl, Pink Tourmaline, Green Tourma-
line, Green Beryl, Kyanite, Peridot, Cit-
rine and Amethyst. Price $2.50 prepaid.
Booklet, Introduction to Geology for the
Layman 50¢.
Write for free catalogue
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ANTI-STATIC

COMPOUNDS REMOVE
STATIC ELECTRICITY

$£79: Changes electrical charges on smooth sur-
faces; wiped, brushed or sprayed on. Recom-
mended for use on METALS and PLASTICS,
electronic business recorders, X-Ray equipment.
Removes dust and lint attracting static on
PLASTIC RECORDS—assures noise-free playing.
3£79-OL: Removes electrical charges on FABRICS,
textiles and plastic yarns. Wiped or sprayed onto
auto seat covers, carpets, garments. In operating
rooms, spraying of floors, etc., prevents static-
caused sparks and inflammation of ether vapors.

ORDER Either Product,

TODAY Sample Quart . . . $4.50, ppd.
No COD’s. Please remit w. order:
MERIX CHEMICAL COMPANY, Dpt. SN4
1021 E. 55th St., CHICAGO, 15, ILL.
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