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Indoor "Shooting Stars”

Several hundred sky-lovers expected to watch mar-
vels of indoor heavens. Features include shower of ‘'shoot-
ing stars,” a gigantic fireball and variable stars.

» AN INDOOR shower of “shooting
stars,” a gigantic fireball that bursts in a
planetarium sky, and stars that get brighter
or fainter at will, all are to be featured
in one morning.

Several hundred sky-lovers are expected
on Labor Day to watch these marvels of
the indoor heavens at the Morehead Plane-
tarium of the University of North Carolina
in Chapel Hill when the 1951 Astronomi-
cal League convention is held Sept. 1 to 3.

Stars will vary in brightness as one
watches the man-made sky. Amateurs will
be challenged to estimate their magnitude
as they vary between maximum and mini-
mum by comparing them with three near-
by stars whose brightness is known. Novices
will be surprised to find out how small a
difference in brightness can be detected
by relatively untrained eyes.

To produce variable stars on a plane-
tarium dome, a special device is being
created. The amount of light will be varied
either by rotating polaroid disks such as
are used on binoculars or by varying the
brightness of the light passing through
the hole.

A shower of meteors will momentarily
gleam against the planetarium dome. Then
bright meteors will flash one by one in
the heavens. Not only will amateur as-
tronomers enjoy the beauty of the spectacle,
but they will learn to count meteors during
a shower, to estimate their brightness,
speed and color, and to plot their paths.
Light shining through revolving disks will
create the “shooting stars.” A fireball will
also burst in the heavens.
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What is the difference between the moon’s
changing phases and those of Venus? p. 267.
CHEMISTRY

What vitamin has been discovered essential

for reproduction in rats? p. 262.

DENTISTRY

Of what materials do dentists now make
fillings? p. 260.
GENERAL SCIENCE

What are the five possible ways of using
the sun’s energy? p. 262.

What means are being urged to promote
more stable international relations? p. 268.
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The sun will literally “change its spots”
in this heavenly hunt. Suddenly switching
from night to day, pictures of the sun
with its numerous pock-marks will be
shown and spectators asked to estimate
the number of sunspots.

These heavenly events were rounded up
by G. R. Wright of Washington, D. C,,
convention chairman. Edwin Bailey and
John Streeter of Philadelphia’s Fels Plane-
tarium of the Franklin Institute are working
out the details.
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DENTISTRY
Dentists Now Make Fillings
With Plastics and Resins

».A NEW type of dental filling material
made of synthetic plastics or resins is being
used by dentists with encouraging results.

The new filling material, to- match the
color of the tooth, is reported by the Jour-
NAL OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASsOCIATION
as more impervious to stains and more per-
manent than the synthetic porcelain or
cement fillings in common use.

“Not since silicate cement was introduced
50 years ago has any material made such an
impact on operative dentistry,” the editorial
said.

Comparing the two substances, the edi-
torial asserted that “at the moment there
seems to be sufficient evidence to tip the
scales slightly in favor of the resins.” Tt
cautioned, however, that more research
was needed to determine the value of the

resins.
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MEDICINE

What is the best treatment for syphilis? p.
265.

NEUROLOGY
Which part of the brain does the worrying?
p. 263.

NUTRITION

How can persons with poor or no sight make
a garden? p. 269
ORNITHOLOGY

For what bird is the towhee frequently mis-
taken? p. 270,
PSYCHOLOGY

When will pigeons work the hardest for o
reward? p. 258.

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
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Saturday, May 5, 1951, 3:15-3:30 p. m., EDT

“Adv in with Watson Davis,
director of Science Service, over Columbia Broad-
casting System.

Dr. C. C. Liule, di R B. Jacl
Memorial Laboratory, Bar Harbor, Maine, will
discuss ‘“What Men Can Learn From Mice and
Dogs.”
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