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Water Purifying Tablets

» A NEW type of water purification tab-
let will soon be issued to soldiers in Korea.
The new tablet contains iodine instead of
chlorine and is said to be more effective
against amoebic and other dysentery and
diarrhea. It will also taste better.

A large order of about 3,000,000 bottles
of the new pills are “in the pipeline” now,
the Army says, and more will go into pro-
duction soon.

Development of the new tablet was first
announced back in November, 1946, by the
Army’s Quartermaster Corps. However,
world-wide tests had first to be taken be-
fore the iodine pill proved out.

Scientists, both outside the Army and in,

SELLS FIRST STORY AT SIXTY
‘‘Since I am crowding threescore, my
objective in taking the N.I.A. course,
was not to become a professional writ-
er. However, while still taking the
course, I sent an article to St. Joseph
Magazine. It was_immediately accept-
ed. Encouraged, I wrote others. Our
Navy accepted them and asked for
more. All thanks to N.I.A.”’—Albert
M. Hinman, 1937 East Shore Street,
Tucson, Arizona.

How Do You Know
You Can’t Write?

HAVE you ever tried?
Have you ever attempted even the least bit of
training, under competent guidance?

Or have you been sitting back waiting for the day
to come when you will awaken all of a sudden to the
discovery, ‘‘I am a writer’’?

If the latter course is the one of your choosing, you
probably never will write. Lawyers must be law
clerks. Doctors must be internes. Engineers must be
draftsmen.

That is why the Newspaper Institute of America
bases its writing instruction on journalism—continu-
ous writing—the training that has produced so many
successful authors.

Learn to write by writing

Newspaper Institute’s New York Copy Desk Method
starts and keeps you writing in your own home.
You receive actual assignments, just as if you were at
work on a great metropolitan daily. Your writing is
individually corrected and constructively criticized.
Under such sympathetic guidance, you will find that
(instead of vainly trying to copy someone else’s writ-
ing tricks) you are rapidly creating your own distinc-
tive, self-flavored style.

Many potential writers become awestruck by fabu-
lous stories about millionaire authors and, therefore,
give little thought to the $25, $50 and $100 or more
that can often be earned for material that takes little
time to write—stories, articles on business, sports,
local and club activities, etc.—things that can easily
be turned out in leisure moments.

chance to test yourself—FREE.

Our unique Writing Aptitude Test tells whether
you possess the fundamental qualities necessary to
successful writing—acute observation, dramatic in-
stinct, creative imagination, etc. You’ll enjoy taking
this test. The coupon will bring it free, without obli-
gation. Newspaper Institute of America, One Park
Ave., New York 16, N. Y. (Founded 1925)

Veterans: Course Approved for Veterans’ Training!
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writing for profit, as promised in Science News Letter,
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say that while the new pill will be better,
no chemical can be expected to rid all of
the water which combat soldiers run up
against of all dysentery and diarrhea-pro-
ducing factors.

However, the new iodine tablets are ex-
pected to be somewhat more effective, espe-
cially against the cysts which produce
amoebic dysentery, than are the presently-
used Halazone tablets containing chlorine.
This is mainly a matter of taste.

Enough Halazone tablets added to un-
safe water to be effective against cysts will
give an unpleasant taste to the water.
Soldiers are sometimes reluctant to drink

this purer, but unpleasanttasting water.

The iodine pills, however, in effective
amounts, will not be so unpleasant.

The Army’s Surgeon-General’s office be-
lieves that its record against dysentery and
diarrhea in the Korean war is much bettter
than during World War II. Between June,
1950, and February, 1951, the rate for these
two diseases was 47 soldiers per 1,000 per
year. For troops in Asia in 1943, the rate
was 181 per 1,000, and in 1944, 93 per
1,000. They attribute this decrease to three
reasons: Halazone was not in general use
until 1945, Army engineers have pushed
their water purification units closer to the
front lines, and more is known about pre-
ventive medicine today.

However, front line troops cannot de-
pend on engineer purification units. In
areas where water is very highly contami-
nated, even if they follow directions, some
dysentery and diarrhea will get through.

The new iodine pills were first developed
by Dr. Gordon M. Fair, of Harvard. They
contain triglycine hydro-periodide.
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MILITARY SCIENCE

Army Makes Better Use
Of Technical Enlisted Men

» THE ARMY is making much better use
of enlisted scientific and technical per-
sonnel than it is of officers with these
capabilities.

A new, generally efficient system has
been set up since World War II to make
it as certain as possible that draftees with
scientific, engineering or other professional
education will be used in jobs fitted to
their ability. On the other hand, the sys-
tem used for reserve officers reporting to
duty does not guarantee that their capabili-
ties will be most efficiently used.

It is now mandatory that all men with
scientific or professional capabilities enter-
ing the Army in an enlisted status—draftees,
from the enlisted reserves or through the
National Guard—be reported to Washing-
ton. Formerly, these men were then trans-
ferred to Fort Myer, Va., given a job classi-
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ficaion which suited their education and
abilities, and then assigned to jobs where
they could do the most for the Army.

Now, so many of them are coming into
the Army that the classification and assign-
ment is done by mail. More than 1,000
draftees have been handled by this remote
control method during the first month of
its operation, just ended.

In some cases a draftee has capabilites
too high for any enlisted grade jobs in the
Army. However, he has the opportunity
to receive officer training, provided he
qualifies physically.
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On This Week’s Cover

» A GIANT centipede, approximately
seven inches long, displays its antennae in
the picture on the cover of this week’s
Science News LeTTER. Its bite is poisonous.
This specimen came from Colombia.

PHYSICS

Find Positive Electron Exists
For Very Short Time as Gas

» EXISTENCE OF one of the funda-
mental particles of nature, the positron or
positive electron, as a gas was presented
to the American Physical Society meeting
in Washington, D. C. by Dr. Martin
Deutsch of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

“Positronium” is the name given to this
atom which can be considered a new chemi-
cal element. Free positronium atoms exist
for about ten millionths of a second before
they become annihilated. The positronium
atoms were identified in nitrogen gas.

The positron was first found in 1932 and
it is rated as a stable particle in the same
class with the electron and the proton. It
has the same mass as the electron, which
is one in mass on the scale used to measure
the elementary particles of matter.
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Bank Account Growing???
If Not, You Should Read:

1. How to Save $1000 a Year at Home—Gaddis.
Very helpful hints and suggestions on saving money
for those with modest incomes. It’s surprising how
much you can save once you learn how.

2. How to Be an Expert Car Buyer—Cummings.
Learn how to save yourself considerable money when
you buy your next car. Avoid gyp dealers’ tricks.
Avoid lemons. Cut operating, owning, repair costs.

3. How to Make Money and Plenty of It—Rissman.
Mr. Rissman, president of Rissman & Son, Chicago,
has made a large fortune manufacturing WIND-
BREAKER JACKETS. He has set down 100 business
success rules which must be followed to achieve riches.

4. Making Money at Home—Shields. Almost every
successful business has its beginning in home spare-
time extra-money projects. Then it suddenly booms
and makes the owner rich. Mr. Shields describes 63
of the easiest-to-start businesses.

Books on sale at Macys; Marshall Field, Wana-
makers; bookstores. Money-back guarantee. One book
—$1.25 Ppd. Two or more $1.00 per copy direct from
Cu i Co. blishers, 1321 Arch St., Phila. 7V,
Pa. Free cu-cular on request. COD’s smpped
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