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Wool-Like Textile

» TWENTY MILLION pounds a year of
a new synthetic textile fiber which looks,
feels and behaves like wool is the produc-
tion goal of two large British firms who
have teamed up for the purpose.

This new synthetic, named Ardil by Im-
perial Chemical Industries, Ltd., its manu-
facturers, is made from extracted peanut
meal supplied by Lever Bros. & Unilever
Limited as a by-product of their oil extrac-
tion operations. This peanut meal was for-
merly used as a cattle feed, but it will be
far more valuable in its new role.

I.C.I. research chemists have discovered
how to convert the proteins from the pea-
nut meal into a synthetic fiber which, as it
is protein in nature like wool itself, has
much the same properties. By contrast, other
synthetics such as rayon and nylon are
more like cotton and their use is confined
largely to clothing for outdoor and sum-
mer wear.

Ardil is like wool in its dyeing, moisture-
absorbing, warmth and fire-resisting prop-
erties. In wool mixtures in the form of
worsteds, woollens, hosiery, blankets, felts,
carpets, hats and other products users will
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have difficulty in distinguishing them from
all-wool fabrics.

Ardil can be produced at a cost well
below the current price of wool.

The new synthetic is expected to bolster
Britain’s rapidly dwindling stocks of raw
wool.

Similar Fiber from Corn

Synthetic fiber made from peanut protein
is not yet on the American market, but a
similar fiber made from zein, a pure pro-
tein extracted from corn is in commercial
production under the name of Vicara by
the Virginia-Carolina Chemical Corpora-
tion, Richmond, Va.

A peanut fiber called Sarelon has been
produced by the Southern Regional Re-
search Laboratory of the U. S. Department
of Agriculture in experimental lots and the
information made available to industry.

Casein, the protein of milk, soybean pro-
tein and egg albumen can also be made
into protein fiber of woollike character.
Chicken feathers yield keratin fibers which
are said to compare favorably with fiber
made from casein and soybean protein.

Science News Letter, September 29, 1951

For Health, Read Label

» THE SMART person reads the label,
even the small print, when he buys foods,
drugs, devices and cosmetics. He can pro-
tect both his health and his pocketbook by
doing so. The label gives information re-
quired by law for protection of the pur-
chaser.

The Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act sets the rules for labeling foods, drugs,
and cosmetics that move from one state
to another or are imported into the United
States. It is the job of the Food and Drug
Administration, operating under the Fed-
eral Security Agency, to make certain that
such products are labeled according to these
rules.

Plant Nutrient Tablets
« « « for Plant Culture

Each tablet contains one gram of a

nutrient. Saves the time required

for weighing out each ingredient

for each experiment.
For experiment stations, hydro-
ponics, high school and college
classes in botany, etc.

Write for leaflet PN-SNL

Cargille Scientific Inc.

118 Liberty St.

New York, N. Y.

Today almost every processed food is
packaged to protect it from dust and in-
sects and to make it easier to handle. Since
the buyer cannot examine the contents,
he must depend upon a truthful label.

The enforcement of labeling regulations
protects this country’s large majority of
honest manufacturers as well as consumers
from unfair practices. In the label the manu-
facturer is required to tell you what is
inside the package.

Labels must be truthful, they must not be
misleading and they must be easy to under-
stand. Drug labels must give adequate di-
rections for use and unless the label is on a
prescription drug it should tell what the
drug is for.

For some foods, standards of identity,
quality and fill of cantainer have been set.
These standards are set by order of the
Federal Security Administrator, after public
hearings at which manufacturers, representa-
tives of consumers, home economists and
nutrition experts, among others, discuss the
proposed standards. One such standard, for
example, requires that all fruit preserves
and jellies contain 45 parts by weight of
the fruit ingredient to 55 parts by weight of
sugar.

The Food and Drug Administration has
a booklet which tells simply and clearly
what to look for on the label to protect
yourself when you buy foods, drugs, cos-
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metics and devices. You can get a copy of
“Read The Label” from the Government
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C,, for
15 cents. (See p. 206.)
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Pick Long-Lived Mother
To Live to Ripe Age

» PICK A longlived mother, if you want
to live long. The length of Daddy’s lifespan
does not count as much.

This advice is based on genealogical
findings reported by Dr. E. Jalavisto of the
University of Helsinki, in Finland, to the
Second International Gerontological Con-
gress in St. Louis.

He studied data on 18,000 cases collected
from Finnish and Swedish genealogists.

The length of life of fathers does not
significantly increase the lifespan of daugh-
ters and even in sons the effect is less than
that of the mother’s longevity.

Father’s age when the children are born
also does not have any effect on the off-
spring’s expectation of life, but the mother’s
does. Babies born when mother’s age is
high have a shorter life expectancy than
those born to young mothers.
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Learn Another

GO PLACES LANGUAGE

Easily, Quickly, Naturally -

by LINGUAPHONE

The World’s Standard Conversa-

tional Method

GAIN

® Doubled Travel Enjoyment

® Greater Business Opportunities

® Wider Cultural Horizons

® Professional, Scientific and Edu-
cati I Adv t

® Special Assignments in Armed
Forces, Government Service.

Listen and Learn another Language in

Just 20 Minutes a Day!

Linguaphone is the natural way to learn
languages. You hear both men and
women speak in their native tongue.
You listen. You learn. You understand.
You speak with correct pronunciation.
You read and write. It’s all amazingly
easy!

In peace or war, another language can
mean power, promotion, a better job,

more pay, greater cultural and travel
opportunities to you. Right at home,
s in leisure time, master:
SPANISH GERMAN FRENCH RUSSI_AN
—29 languages including the Asiatic.
Linguaphone Institute 3109 Rock. Plaza N. Y. 20
FREE book gives fascinating facts, about LINGUA-
PHONE—why it is used by colleges, schools, armed
services, and has been the choice of more than one
million home study students. STOP wishing. START
talking. MAIL COUPON TODAY!
Approved for_Veteran’s Training
Linguaphone Institute ,
3109 Rockefeller Plaza,N.Y.20,N.Y. !
Send me the FREE Linguaphone '
book. H
1
'
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| want to learn_.--_ language.

www.jstor.org



