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Toys Help Child Learn

» FOR THE children on your Christmas
gift list, select toys with care. Of course,
you want to give safe toys, so avoid any
with lead paint, sharp pointed toys for
young children, toys small enough to be
swallowed in the case of babies and small
children who will put things in their
mouths.

Remember that a child learns and de-
velops through his play. One authority on
the subject advises giving the child a well
balanced diet of toys and play equipment
to help him to good all round develop-
ment. The four main courses on this bal-
anced toy diet are:

1. Active physical play. Push and pull
teys, wheel toys, balls, sports and gym
equipment are typical playthings which aid
physical development.

2. Manipulative, constructive, creative
play. Blocks, construction toys, drawing and
painting equipment and hobby kits are
typical aids to this type of play. Such play

VETERINARY MEDICINE

Fight Rabbits

» THE RABBIT, world-wide menace to
agriculture, is now being successfully at-
tacked in Australia by artificial infection
with an American virus which causes a
deadly rabbit disease, myxomatosis.

Introduced into the Australian wild rab-
bit population by means of spring traps with
virus-smeared prongs which cause infected
punctures without otherwise hurting or
restraining them, the virus has already
spread over some 100,000 square miles of
territory in New South Wales, where it is
killing large numbers of the pest.
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is important because it gives opportunity for
expression of ideas, for trying out all kinds
of new ideas. It allows for the use of initia-
tive, stimulates observation and develops
resourcefulness.

3. Initiative, imaginative, dramatic play.
Dolls, housekeeping equipment, train sys-
tems and dress-up costumes are typical of
the kind of equipment which stimulates
imitative and dramatic play. This type of
play also encourages imaginative expression
and helps the child to understand the world
around him through imitating and drama-
tizing adult activities.

4. Social play. Games in which several
children can take part are essential aids to
social development. By sharing play activity,
children learn a great deal about how to
get on with each other. They acquire basic
understanding of fair play and good sports-
manship. They learn the value of concen-
trating and thinking quickly and accurately.

Science News Letter, December 8, 1951

with Virus

The virus is carried by mosquitoes and
other bloodsucking insects from infected
animals to healthy ones.

As this is reported by Sir Frank Burnet,
internationally known Australian virus ex-
pert, to be the only recorded instance in
which a man-planted disease has spread
among wild animals, it may have the great-
est economic significance in the control of
rabbits and other destructive animal pests.

Myxomatosis was first discovered in South
America as a disease of tame rabbits and
scientists have since been attempting to
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Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

exploit it as a means of controlling wild
ones. Early attempts resulted only in mild
local outbreaks among infected wild rabbit
populations, this being the first time that
the disease has spread far and wide as a
virulent infection.

Australian scientists are now waiting to
learn whether the virus has survived the
Australian winter and will reappear now
that spring is bringing out a new crop of
mosquitoes down under.

The report on this work appears in the
agricultural journal WorLp Crops.
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