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Escape Tornado Injury

» WHEN A tornado cloud appears, if you
have time you should shut off the elec
tricity and gas to your house immediately.
Then you should retreat to the southwest
corner of the basement if your house is
frame. If you are in a building made of
reinforced concrete or of steel, stand beside
an inside partition on a lower floor.

If you are outside, lie flat in a ditch or
culvert and hold on to a fixed object so you
won’t blow away. Protect your head against
flying objects. If you are in a city, don’t
jump in your car and try to get away from
the tornado because high winds, often car-
rying debris and hail, might wreck the
car and even kill the occupants.

Those words of advice come from Dr.
Edward M. Brooks, tornado expert of St
Louis University, who estimated that the
chance in any given year of a person’s
being killed by a twister is only one in
400,000. Dr. Brooks said most persons killed
by tornadoes are struck in the head by
flying debris or later are burned to death
in fires following in the wake of the swirl-
ing air funnels.

Although tornadoes are more likely to
occur in a general area extending from
Louisiana and Texas up to Iowa and South
Dakota, they have been recorded in un-
likely spots east of the Appalachians. The
tornado season is roughly from March to
August and the storms occur in the more
northern parts of the country as the season
progresses.

Dr. H. Wexler of the U. S. Weather
Bureau said meteorologists do not know
exactly how tornadoes are formed. They
seem to occur, though, when warm, maist
air currents blowing inland from the Gulf
of Mexico meet cold air masses moving
eastward from the Pacific, he said.

Latest techniques in weather prediction
make it possible to estimate approximately
where the two air masses will meet, but
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actually pinpointing the spots at which
tornadoes will occur is not yet possible.

Dr. Brooks said persons should learn to
recognize local tornado signs and to watch
the skies when forecasts call for severe
local storms. .

Tornado clouds often are very dark be-
cause of their thickness. They may have a
greenish or a yellowish tint. Often they
appear to have great lumps hanging omi-
nously toward the earth like large drops
of water clinging to a ceiling.

Violent thunderstorms often precede tor-
nadoes. A roaring or buzzing sound is
created when the tornado funnel sweeps
across the ground. The neise has been
heard up to 25 miles away and for as long
as one hour before the tornado struck the
observer’s area. The noise occurs to a
lesser extent even when the funnel is aloft.
It often is accompanied by long, overlap-
ping rolls of thunder which create a con-
tinuous background rumble, Dr. Brooks

added.
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PSYCHOLOGY
Plastic Eyecaps
Test Color Theories

» SIXTY MEDICAL students and doctors
wore plastic eyecaps which seemed to en-
velop them in a red, blue, green or yellow
fog in an experiment to throw new light on
how you see colors. The results were de-
scribed to the Eastern Psychological As-
sociation meeting in Atlantic City.

The formless diffused light under the
caps was given color by shining light on
them through a colored filter, for a period
cf ten minutes. Then the light was changed
to a test color.

When the eye got used to the test color,
the color completely disappeared—no color
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was scen. If white light or darkness were
used in the pre-test, it had no effect on the
time of adaptation to the test color.

By contrast, if the color of the pre-test
was the same as that of the test, the color
vanished immediately.

The effects of pre-test color on adaptation
time to a different color failed to fit in com-
pletely with any of the accepted theories
of color vision, Julien E. Hochberg, of
Cornell University, and William Triebel of
Grasslands Hospital, Valhalla, N. Y., told
the meeting. The experiment was conducted
at New York Hospital, New York.
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