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Worm Learns to Turn

Worms can be taught to take right direction through

a maze, but appear to tire of going through it.

Paramecium

also can be trained, scientist finds.

» WORMS CAN be taught to turn, John
S. Robinson of Cornell University told the
American Psychological Association meet-
ing in Washington.

He taught five earthworms to go through
a T-shaped maze. At first the worm was
allowed to follow its own preference, but
the favorite direction of turning was noted.
Then the worm was required to turn in the
opposite direction. If it turned into the pre-
ferred arm, it received a mild electric shock,
but if it went into the opposite arm of the
T, it was rewarded by reaching a nice box
of moist earth.

After about 150 times through the maze,
the worm learned to turn in the right
direction more frequently, but after only
50 trips the worm slowed down, apparently
not liking the maze at all.

Even the tiny one-celled creature that
lives in a drop of stagnant water can be
trained, and its capacity for learning is re-
lated to its heredity, the Association learned.

Mrs. Beatrice Gelber of Indiana Univer-
sity, Bloomington, told the meeting how
she taught the Paramecium aurelia to go to
a platinum wire to get food.

She started with two mated pairs of these
little animals that are so tiny they can be
seen only under a microscope. These four
individuals were trained and their success
in finding the food-laden wire was meas-
ured. Then they were permitted to go
through 20 cell divisions until they reached
the stage of self-fertilization and produced
the next generation. Again four individ-
uals, one for each hereditary line, were
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trained. And so on, through six genera-
tions. Offspring of one mating type showed
a change in teachability over the six gene-
rations, but those from the other did not.

A salt water fish, the mullet, was taught
to associate the punishment of a mild elec-
tric shock with either a light or with
sounds of certain frequencies, but it became
very worried in the process, Dr. W. N.
Kellogg of Florida State University, Talla-
hassee, reported to the same meeting.

All the 24 fish trained by Dr. Kellogg
developed a conditioned reflex within 70
trials. But, during the training, they de-
veloped a powerful anxiety state, as shown
by the rate of their respiration, gill and
mouth movements. The respiration dropped
back to normal after they were no longer
shocked.
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Balloon in Stomach
Relieves Hunger Pangs

> AN AIR-FILLED balloon in the stom-
ach can fool even a ravenous rat into think-
ing it is not hungry, although it has not
had a morsel of food in its mouth.

This was shown by experiments con-
ducted by Dr. Neal E. Miller and Mrs.
Marion L. Kessen of Yale University, New
Haven, Conn., and reported to the Ameri-
can Psychological Association meeting.

Hungry rats were trained to press a bar
to get a drop of enriched milk. Later, a
balloon, previously placed in the rat’s stom-
ach, was inflated with 14 cubic centimeters
of air. The animal’s rate of work in press-
ing the bar fell off. But it fell off even
more when 14cc. of milk was injected
directly into the stomach.
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Clerical Job Not for
Professor’s Daughter

» HIRING A clerk?

If so, beware of: the girl whose father is
a professor; the girl who took a college
preparatory course in high school; the girl
who thinks the type of work she is doing
is important; the girl who has a good vo-
cabulary and tosses off arithmetic problems.

Such applicants may look good when you
pick them but within three months they
will leave to go to college or to take a
“more important” job. Dr. Philip H. Kriedt
and Miss Marguerite S. Gadel of the Pru-
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dential Insurance Company, Newark, N. J.,
gave this warning to the American Psycho-
logical Association as a result of a study
they made of clerical turnover.

It is better to hire for clerical work girls
whose family and personal background have
given them ambitions and interests that can
be satisfied by the job you are offering, they
told the meeting.

Do not be worried if she has a limited
vocabulary and is no shining light in arith-
metic reasoning. But pick the girl who has
a high score on a clerical speed test and
so displays an aptitude that can be used on
the job.

Then you may get a girl who will stick
to the job and be happy in it
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Seeing Influences
Judgment of Feeling

> THE SIZE of an object you are looking
at can influence your judgment of the size
of another you are feeling in your hand.
This interference of perception between two
different senses, vision and touch, was re-
ported to the American Psychological Asso-
ciation meeting in Washington.

Dr. Robert Jaffe of New York University
College of Medicine asked 20 persons to
run one hand along an aluminum strip
and, without looking, to find an equal
width on a scale held in the other hand.

After one minute of feeling the alumi-
num strip, they were asked to make an-
other judgment of the width. In the mean-
time, 10 of the persons had been allowed to
look at a strip of paper shown on a dark
screen. The other 10 remained blindfolded.

When the paper strip was one-inch wide,
the aluminum strip, actually two-inches
wide, was judged to be wider than that.
When the paper strip was four-inches wide,
judgment of the width of the aluminum
strip erred in the other direction: the strip
seemed narrower than it actually was.
Blindfolded individuals made the same size
judgment after the one-minute time inter-
val as before.

Psychologists, who have in the past ex-
plained visual or touch after-effects as due
to changes in limited areas of the brain,
such as the visual cortex or the touch cortex,
will now have to develop a new theory,
Dr. Jaffe told the meeting.
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Dreams Are Different for
Dictator Personalities

» STALIN PROBABLY has different ex-
periences in his dreams than do more demo-
cratic rulers.

The way in which the dreams of people
with authoritarian attitudes differ from
those of more democratic individuals was
described to the American Psychological
Association meeting in Washington by
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