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INVENTION
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Exploiting Your Ildea

Self-confidence, a patent attorney, about $300 and a
practical, new idea may help you turn your inventive genius
into cash. |t takes about three years to get a patent.

By ALLEN LONG

» “I HAVE an idea,” the letter begins,
“but I do not know how to patent or sell
it. What do I do?”

Queries such as that pour into the United
States Patent Office daily. Thousands of
embryo inventors scattered from coast to
coast want to convert their ideas into
money.

Patent Office officials say hundreds of
other persons probably have invented gadg-
ets to use around the house, but have not
considered having them patented. Many of
those gadgets might be turned into cold
cash. Even yours.

Patent procedure is complex. But with
a little self-confidence, a good patent attor-
ney, a sum of $300 and a practical, new
idea, you can overcome the complexities of
the law easily. You do not need a model
of your device.

Standing by to give you assistance is the
National Inventors Council. The Council
will evaluate your idea, so far as it relates
to the needs of the armed forces or to the
welfare of the nation.

Items the Council deems worthy of fur-
ther governmental investigation are referred
to the Department of Defense or to the
appropriate agencies. But whether or not
the Council refers your idea, you can call
attention to your invention through the
Patent Office’s “Register of Patents” that
circulates to many manufacturers. You also
can take your invention directly to the
manufacturers.

Start Wheels Turning

But before you do that, you should start
the wheels turning toward getting a patent
for your device. That is true especially if
your invention will be manufactured com-
mercially. Few manufacturers will discuss
your idea until you at least have filed a
patent application.

The companies consider that the wise
thing to do. They may be working on a
gadget similar to yours. Discussing your
idea may result later in a lawsuit if the
company puts out a device similar to yours,
and you believe they stole some of your
ideas. Dates on the patent applications will
help clear up the dispute.

It is difficult to say how much a patent
will cost. A lot depends upon how long it
takes the patent attorney to search files for
similar inventions. But for the amateur
whose inventions will not be too complex,
$300 is an estimated average.

Suppose you invented a dandy dandelion
puller this summer to cut down back-break-
ing toil in your weed-infested lawn. Sup-
pose it has pincer-like jaws operated re-
motely from the end of a four-foot handle.
Suppose also that you want to patent and
market it. This is what you do:

Chances are that someone already has in-
vented the same thing. Even so, your de-
vice may be sufficiently different from other
inventions so that you could patent it. But
you need a patent attorney to find out.

If you cannot visit the Commissioner of
Patents yourself, write him for a list of
attorneys and agents registered to practice
before the U.S. Patent Office. The list
costs $1.75.

After you have hired an attorney, you
should tell him all about your idea. He
will not divulge your secrets since he may
be disbarred if he does.

The attorney will search through Patent
Office records for similar inventions. He
will compare your weed-puller with other
weed-pullers. Depending upon his findings,
he will advise you to file a patent applica-
tion. That will cost $30. You will plunk
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out another $30 when the patent is granted.

A free booklet available from the Com-
missioner of Patents, called “General In-
formation Concerning Patents,” describes
the patent application. It also contains
other helpful information.

The specifications-and-claims section of
the application probably is the most impor-
tant. It describes what you consider to be
your invention.

Since the claims must be carefully
worded, it would be wise to let your attor-
ney write them. You sign the document
saying you believe yourself to be the first
inventor of such a weed-puller.

If the device can be illustrated, drawings
should be included in the application.
Unless you are skilled in mechanical draw-
ing, you should hire a competent drafts-
man. But unless specifically called for, no
model should be sent to the Patent Office.

Your attorney will handle the rest. It
takes about three years for the average pat-
ent to go through. If by that time you
have found no manufacturer for your de-
vice, you can have your patent listed in the
“Register of Patents,” a list of patents that
are for sale.

Thomas’ Register of American Manufac-
turers, available at many libraries and busi-
ness offices, provides a convenient list of
companies who make weed-pullers. Each

SEARCHING PATENT RECORDS—Tbe row of men shown bere are pat-
ent attorneys studying patents previously issued by the Patent Office to deter-
mine whethcr their clients’ devices are sufficiently different to be patented.
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company is a potential buyer of your idea.
Thus under the heading of “Weeders,”
about 40 companies and their addresses are
listed.

You may be unsuccessful in persuading
a company to make your device. That is
the “calculated risk” you take. But on the
other hand, you may be successful. And
that extra income should be mighty handy.

Many ltems Patentable

A search through Patent Office records
reveals many items you probably would not
consider patentable. An automatic hat-
tipper, for instance, was awarded patent
number 556,248, years ago. The device
clamped inside bowler hats and rested on
the wearer’s head. By merely nodding at a
passing lady, the wearer caused his hat to
tip a salute.

A “better mousetrap” received patent
number 883,611. The gadget was designed
to frighten mice away rather than to kill
them. Bait enticed the mouse to stick his
head through a hole in the cage-like affair.
A spring collar surrounded the hole.
Attached to the collar was a small bell.
When the mouse stuck his head through,
the collar clamped around the mouse’s
neck. The inventor believed other mice
would be scared away when the tinkling
mouse returned to the nest.

One inventor received patent number
323,416 on a pair of suspenders having a
long cord attached to them. The idea was
that if the wearer ever got trapped in a
burning building with no means of escape,
he could detach the cord and lower it to
the ground where a rope could be tied to it.
Then he could haul up the rope and escape.

Those patents may sound frivolous, and
indeed, they well may be. But perhaps they
give you an idea of just what sort of thing
CAN be patented.

The device you worked out to help you
around the house probably is not frivolous.
Chances are that many other home owners
would like to have a labor-saver just like
yours. And the bigger the market is for
your device, the greater your chance is of
turning your inventive genius into cash.
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GERONTOLOGY

Old Folks Have Broader
Outlook Than Youngsters

»DO NOT PUT the old folks on the shelf
because they are set in their ways. Drs. M.
E. Linden and P. D. Courtney of Norris-
town, Pa., State Hospital, reporting to the
Gerontological Society meeting in Wash-
ington, exploded the old idea that elderly
people have narrowed interests.

Our custom of relegating the older per-
son to a “back shelf” is due, in their opin-
ion, to an overemphasis on the importance
of youth and sexual fertility.

The social outlook of old people is actu-
ally broader and less self-centered than that
of younger people.
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T0 INTRODUCE THESE DISTINGUISHED RECORDINGS OF

“200 YEARS OF AMERICAN MUSIC”

THE AMERICAN RECORDING SOCIETY OFFERS YOU. ..

One of these superb 33'/srpm 10-inch
Long-Playing Unbreakable Records

“4th SYMPHONY"
By Howard Hanson

Regularly $4%

YOURS
FOR ONlY

HINDIAN SUITE”
By Edward MacDowell

Ever since its first per-
formance by the Boston

g)hony Otchestra in
189 this lovely and me-
lodic suite has been 2
great concert hall favor-
ite throughout the world.
Each of the fascinating
five sections is based on
rcnume Indian themes—

gends, festivals, war
dances, romances and
sorrows. 107 A.R.S. re-
cording.

The deeply expressive
Pulitzer Prize - winning
work by one of America’s
foremost composers.
Since its first performance
on Dec. 3, 1943 by the
Boston Symphony Or-
chestra, the Symphony
No. 4 has been regarded
as ‘‘one of the noblest
works ever written by an
American’’ (Serge Kous-
sevitsky). 10”7 A.R.S. re-
cording.

INCE the last war a great musical awaken-

ing has electrified the music-loving world
—a sudden reaiization that the foremost music
being written today is American music—and
that American composers have been writing
enjoyable melodies, important music for the
past 200 years! In all the great concert halls
the most famous orchestras, conductors, solo-
ists, chamber groups are performing this
music for delighted audiences.

And now an outstanding musical organiza-
tion has embarked on a program of creat-
ing high fidelity recordings of 200 years of
American music! Every form of musical ex-
pression is included in this program — sym-
phonic, choral, instrumental and chamber
works, folk-music, theatre music. .. music of
America at work and at play; music of Amer-
ica growing, laughing ... music born of the
love of liberty and the love of fun, the love
of good living and the love of God. What-
ever your tastes—here is music for you!

HOW THIS MUSIC CAME TO BE RECORDED
Recently, the directors of the renowned Alice
M. Ditson Fund of Columbia University
awarded a substantial grant which made pos-
sible the founding of the American Record-
ing Society, whose sole purpose is to record
and release each month a new full-frequency
recording of American music, on Long Play-
ing records.

ARE THE RECORDS EXPENSIVE?

No, to the contrary. These recordings which
are pressed for the Society by the custom

department of RCA Victor are priced below
most L.P.’s of comparable quality—only $4.35
for 10" records, and $4.95 for 12" records.
The American Recording Society Philhar-
monic Orchestra engages the finest available
conductors and artists, and all recordings are
made with the latest high-fidelity equipment,
and pressed directly from a limited number
of silver-sputtered masters.

HOW THE SOCIETY OPERATES
Your purchase of either of the Long-Playing
records offered above for only $1.00 does not
obligate you to buy any additional records
from the Society—ever! However, we will be
happy to extend to you the courtesy of an
Associate Membership. Each month, as an
Associate Member, you will be offered an
American Recording Society recording by a
famous American composer, at the special
Club price. I you do not wish to purchase
any particular record, you need merely return
the form provided for that purpose.

FREE RECORDS OFFERED
With each two records purchased at the regu-
lar Club price you will receive an additional
record of comparable quality
ABSOLUTELY FREE. How-
ever, because the number of
records which can be pressed
from silver-sputtered masters is
necessarily limited, we urge you
1o mail the coupon at once!

AMERICAN RECORDING SOCIETY
100 AVE. OF THE AMERICAS, N. Y. 13, N. Y.

] *INDIAN SUITE", by MacDowell

I may decline to purchase any or all Societ:

The American Recording Society, Dept.
100 Avenve of the Americas, New York 13, N. Y.
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i "4th SYMPHONY", by Hanson

(Check one)

]
1
Please send me the record checked above, for which I enclose $1.00 as full payment. As an Assoclate Member ]
in the American Recording Society, I wiil receive the Society’s publication which will give me advance notice [
of each new monthly Society Long-Playing selection which I am entitled to purchase at the special Membership ]
price of only $4.95 for 127 records, $4.35 for 10~ records plus a few cents for U.S. tax and shipping. However,

y records offered to me. mm each two Society recordings I do [J

purchase, you will send me an additional record ABSOLUTELY FREE,
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