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Inter-City Helicopter

» HELICOPTER DEVELOPMENT has
advanced to a point where this type of air-
craft will soon be able to replace ordinary
airplanes on inter-city trips up to 350 miles
in length, the Society of Automotive Engi-
neers meeting in Los Angeles was told by
Frank N. Piasecki of the Piasecki Helicop-
ter Corporation, Morton, Pa. Such helicop-
ters will have a capacity up to 50 passengers.

Main jobs for helicopters as a civilian
craft in the near future include acting as
feeders carrying passengers from in-town
heliports to nearby airports, and serving as
transports between cities up to 350 miles
apart, he indicated.

For the traveler moving between the
downtown centers of two cities, he said, a
300-mile-an-hour airplane is not as fast as
a 125-mile-an-hour helicopter on trips up
to 260 miles in length. This is because the
helicopter can fly in and out of city cen-
ters, while the airplane uses airports which
average a 35-minute trip at each end by
automobile.

The helicopter is a relatively new type of
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aircraft. The idea of a rotary-wing craft is
perhaps centuries old, but only ten years
ago did the helicopter establish for itself a
definite place in aviation. That was in May,
1942, when an experimental Sikorsky heli-
copter made a successful trip, in 15 hops,
from Stratford, Conn., to Dayton, Ohio.

In the past ten years helicopter develop-
ment has been rapid. They now carry pay-
loads 15 times greater than earlier types.
Range is six times greater and cruising
speeds have doubled. A 40-passenger heli-
copter under construction by Piasecki Cor-
poration for the U.S. Air Force will be
ready for flight later this year.

Before helicopters come into wide use as
civilian transports, there must be new air
traffic rules to accommodate them, Mr.
Piasecki stated. Blind flying and naviga-
tion aids must be provided for them.
Weather forecasts must be made more often
and must be more localized. Then the en-
tire problem of downtown heliports must
be explored.
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Food for Teen-Agers

» CHILDREN THESE days are encour-
aged to be independent, to decide and do
things for themselves as soon as they are
able. By the time they reach their teens
many are buying their own clothes and
making other decisions, including what to
eat.

The way they do their hair or the clothes
they wear may not be too pleasing to
grown-up tastes, but Mother and Daddy
usually leave hands off. When it comes to
the diet chosen, the matter is more serious
because the teen-ager’s nutrition and health
may be affected. And teen-agers do rather
badly in choosing foods, nutritionists of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture find.

For example, a study of teen-age diets in
Maine showed that both girls and boys
were apt to run low in vitamin C and cal-
cium. Girls also were low in iron and gen-
erally had less of several other important
nutrients than boys.

A study of diets in Chicago families
showed that high school children had less
milk and fewer servings of fruits, vege-
tables, meat, poultry and eggs than elemen-
tary school children. Tenth-graders in a
New York State study had less of the pro-
tein needed for their age than fourth-grad-
ers—and had less milk and fewer fruits and
vegetables high in vitamin C.

Among 30,000 school children in another
study, those aged 12 to 17 years came out
shortest on milk, green and yellow vege-
tables, and citrus fruit. Again in studies of
children in Tennessee, New York and
Maryland, older children were less likely to

get their quotas of calcium and vitamins
A and C than those under 9 years.

Even in Alaska, children over 10 years
had poorer diets than younger children. In
four Eskimo villages, those over 10 years,
especially teen-age girls, drank less milk
and had too little of the calcium essential
for growth and well-being.

As a remedy, the nutritionists suggest
nutrition, or scientific eating, as a hobby
for the teen-age group.
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VETERINARY MEDICINE

Livestock Diseases Now
Near Dangerous Peak

» THE PEAK period in a new cycle of
livestock diseases in America is foreseen by
officials of the American Veterinary Medi-
cal Association in Chicago.

“The livestock industry has seldom been
faced with as great an assortment of threat-
ening contagious diseases as it is at the pres-
ent time,” association officials declare in re-
viewing the disease threats that have taken
a heavy toll in the nation’s barnyards this
year.

“These diseases have been on the increase
during the past two or three years. Not all
are new, but those that are not new have
at least developed some new aspects,” it is
stated.

The list of threatening diseases includes:

Anthrax, with new and unusual epidemics

occurring in many swine herds in recent
months.

Vesicular exanthema, which spread from
coast to coast during the summer and
forced quarantine of swine shipments in
some areas.

Air sac disease of poultry, a new threat on
the eastern seaboard.

Anaplasmosis of cattle, which has infil-
trated the northern states.

Leptospirosis, a spreading blood diseasd
of cattle.

Rabies, which continues to spread as a
threat both to animals and man.
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