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(Upper left) —Nike’s missile climbs to destroy an enemy, under guidance of complex electronic controls.
A radar is shown at right. Nike (pronounced Ny’kee) is named after the Greek goddess of Victory.

Is it possible to guide an anti-aircraft
missile so that it will track down and
destroy a rapidly maneuvering target?
No one knew the answer for sure when
the U. S. Army put this question to
Bell Telephone Laboratories in 1945.

The special skills and techniques de-
veloped to create the nation’s communi-
cations network uniquely fitted Bell
scientists to answer this question. They
recommended a new system, Nike, and
then worked to bring it into being with

BELL TELEPHONE LABORATORIES

Improving telephone service for America provides careers for
creative men in scientific and technical fields

engineers from Army Ordnance, West-
ern Electric Company and Douglas Air-
craft Company.

The first Nike installation has been
made, and more will follow. Thus, Amer-
ica’s defenses grow stronger through a
new extension of frontiers in the com-
munications art. It is a proud achieve-
ment of the knowledge and skills first
developed at Bell Telephone Labora-
tories to make the nation’s telephone
service ever better.




