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Human Gristle for Repairs

» DICED HUMAN gristle can be used to
make ears and hip joint discs and to repair
spines and hernias.

This use of the material surrounding
joints, known technically as cartilage, was
reported by Dr. Lyndon A. Peer of Newark,
N. J., at the American Association of Plas-
tic Surgeons meeting in Galveston, Texas.

Dr. Peer, chief of the plastic surgery
department of St. Barnabas Hospital in
Newark, first developed diced cartilage
grafts to fill out bony depressions of the
skull or chin. Cartilage for these opera-
tions, Dr. Peer said, can be taken either
from the patient’s own ribs or from a carti-
lage bank, and has proved to be well tol-
erated by the human body.

Dr. Peer created an ear out of the pa-
tient’s own tissue and cartilage, by the use
of cartilage shavings packed into a per-
forated vitallium mold. The cartilage, he
said, conforms to the shape of the mold
“like wet sand in a sand mold.”

When the mold is buried beneath the pa-
tient’s abdominal skin for five months, con-
nective tissue grows through its openings.
When the cartilage is removed from the
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mold, it has become a solid ear structure,
ready for attachment to the head. Such
ears can be made for a child born without
ears.

Working in collaboration with another
surgeon, Dr. John Flanagan of Newark, Dr.
Peer used a similar principle to construct
a cartilaginous disc for a patient with an
immobilized hip joint. Eight months after
surgery the patient is walking well on the

p.

In spina bifida, a serious congenital de-
formity characterized by extensive bony de-
fects of the spinal cord, Dr. Peer reported
he and Dr. Robert Green of South Orange,
N. J., used diced cartilage grafts taken
from a cartilage bank to correct the defects.

In cases of recurrent abdominal hernia,
diced cartilage has been used by Dr. George
Simms of Rutherford, N. J., as a rein-
forcement for the abdominal wall, where
it acts as an internal or buried truss. Al
though hernia had recurred in one patient
following an earlier operation, there has
been no recurrence for two years after diced
cartilage was added.
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Atomic Parley In U.S.?

» HOLDING PRESIDENT Eisenhower’s
international conference of atomic scientists
to discuss the peaceful atom may not be
possible within the United States.

Visas will not be obtainable for some of
the world’s leading atomic scientists unless
exceptions are authorized to the usual
methods of visa granting by the Depart-
ment of State. Restrictions set up under
congressional laws now result in decisions
on visas for foreign scientists taking six to
nine months or more.

Diplomatic passports may solve the prob-
lem for the foreign conferees, but even such
credentials may not prevent some invitees
from being confined to narrow geographi-
cal limits around the conference site, just
as most of the nation is “out-of-bounds” to
some United Nations diplomats.

Canada may providé an escape from ham-
pering U. S. laws. The International Con-
gress of Psychology is being held at Mont-
real in June, although at first scheduled for
the United States. The move to Canada
was made to avoid embarrassing clashes
over U. S. visas.

The atomic scientists might also assem-
ble on a cruise ship, one which did not be-
long to the U. S., and stay outside our
three-mile limit.

The National Academy of Sciences, a
quasi-governmental organization that serves
as the senate of American science, would be
the logical “national scientific organization”
to convene the President’s conference an-

nounced by AEC Chairman Lewis L.
Strauss in a Los Angeles speech.

Scientists generally will welcome free
discussion of atomic science, bottled up in-
ternationally since about 1940. It is not
generally realized that scientists themselves
without government sanction or urging es-
tablished a self-imposed censorship upon
atomic research reports which was in effect
before the war. This security was very
effective. Scientists knew what should and
should not be told. In fact, atomic secu-
rity originated with them. The politicians
and the military seem to have forgotten this.

If the proposed conference is closed to all
Americans but those with “Q” clearance,
the meeting will be a travesty. A small
step toward recapturing American atomic
science prestige internationally would be to
invite Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer to be
chairman of the conference.
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Green Mice Aid
Cancer Studies

» SOME GREEN mice are helping scien-
tists at Beth Israel Hospital, New York, in
their search for possible anti-cancer chemi-
cals.

The mice turned green because they had
chlorophyll (more precisely, sodium potas-
sium copper chlorophyllin) injected under
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their skins. The green stuff spread very
rapidly, staining all the tissues covering the
bellies of the mice and most of the internal
organs. Brain and lungs were not stained
green. Six months later the lymph glands,
muscles, ribs, skin, livers and kidneys of
the mice still were distinctly green.

In mice with cancers, the chlorophyll con-
centrated in the cancers, turning them
green.

The studies were reported by Drs. Wil-
liam Antopol and Susi Glaubach at the
meetings of the Federation of American So-
cieties for Experimental Biology in Atlantic
City, N. J.
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