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Woodchuck

» THIS IS the time of year when you
finally expect to learn how much wood a
woodchuck really chucks, assuming the
pesky animal could chuck wood after spend-
ing all summer digging tunnels through
your garden.

The answer is “Not any.” As a timber
handler, the woodchuck is a decided flop.
He bothers himself not at all in laying in a
winter’s supply of fire wood, for he has a
much better way to keep warm.

By dint of all the vegetables he has pil-
fered, he is a veritable butter-ball by the
time frost begins to sting his ears. His
layers of fat will insulate him from the cold
and supply enough energy to stay alive until
another spring brings a new crop of good
things to eat.

It is amazing the fine, resounding reputa-
tion the woodchuck has built up for him-
self. Not only is he considered a lumber-
jack of the Paul Bunyan school, but under
an alias, the groundhog, he is presumed to
be an infallible weather prognosticator.

Each year on Feb. 2 his opinion on the
amount of winter remaining is eagerly
sought. Yet there is no authentic case on
record of his ever having paid attention to
his shadow, even when it was in plain
sight. “Groundhog” forecasts might just as
well be made by flipping a coin.

The woodchuck, or groundhog, or mar-
mot—call him what you please—is one of
the medium-sized rodents, kin to the rabbit
and the rat. He has, however, neither the
long ears of the rabbit not the long tail of
the rat. He resembles instead his other
cousin the guinea-pig.

It is surprising how many rodents are
given false positions in the pig pen by collo-
quial nomenclature — groundhog, guinea-
pig, and porcupine for examples. The
woodchuck seems to have been given a
double pig-christening for “chuck” is an
English country dialect word meaning a
small pig or shoat.

Although there is no connection in zool-
ogy’s family tree, the woodchuck does vie
with his ham-and-bacon namesakes as an
cater and sleeper. He breakfasts heavily,
lunches moderately and dines inordinately
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on the most appetizing green stuff that he
can find. After sleeping from dusk to
dawn, he takes a long nap in the morning
and a shorter one in the afternoon.

Then, as winter approaches, he retires
with a yawn and settles down to a real
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sleep. Like most of his rodent relatives,
the woodchuck is a burrower, though not at
all a particular one. Once he has dug a
home he sleeps in it, rather than expending
any effort in improving it.
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