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Not Seeing Plays Tricks

» THE STRANGE pulsating world that
awaited three scientists after they had spent
six days and nights shut away from all per-
ception of sights, sounds and feelings was
described to the meeting of the Eastern Psy-
chological Association in Philadelphia.

The six days were spent in bed in a
lighted, semi-soundproof cubicle. Sounds
were additionally muffled by a U-shaped
foam rubber pillow and masked by the mo-
notonous hum of the air conditioner. A
transparent plastic mask allowed the men
to see light but prevented them from mak-
ing out the forms of any objects.

On coming out of the isolation, they were
staggered by an unstable world. Walls ap-
peared to be moving in and out and objects
seemed to be changing both in size and
shape. If they looked fixedly at any ob-
ject for any length of time it appeared to
expand and contract.

Horizontal lines seemed to curve down-

CHEMISTRY

Molybdenum

» A VERSATILE metal, still practically
unknown although discovered more than
150 years ago, was described as a puzzle to
chemists at the American Chemical So-
ciety meeting in Cincinnati. Six series of
compounds of this unusual element are
known, besides other, less orthodox kinds
of associations with other elements.

Molybdenum has only recently been rec-
ognized as necessary in soil for proper plant
growth, Dr. E. R. Purvis of Rutgers Uni-
versity, New Brunswick, N. J., told the
meeting. Symptoms of malformed and
spotted leaves, long ago believed due to
some plant disease, have now been proved
to be caused by lack of molybdenum in the
soil. This element apparently helps the
plant feed on nitrate compounds in the soil.

The steel industry was the chief user of
molybdenum until recently, since a little of
this element gives special qualities to tool
steels. Corrosion-resistant properties of these
special steels were described by Dr. J. Z.
Briggs of Climax Molybdenum Co., New
York City, while use of molybdenum coat-
ings to protect ordinary iron articles was
explained by Dr. Donald Price, also of New
York.

Use of molybdenum compounds as pig-
ments in paint, combined with both organic
and inorganic chemicals, was described by
two chemists of the pigment color division
of the Imperial Paper and Color Corp.,
Glens Falls, N. Y. Manufacture of these
pigments draws on new understanding of
the chemistry of this unusual element.

Describing the complexities of molyb-
denum chemistry, Dr. D. H. Killefer, New
York chemist, told the meeting that it was

ward at the ends. And when a straight line
was spun around through a complete circle,
the ends seemed to lag behind so that the
line looked S-shaped.

When they moved head or eyes, things
they were looking at seemed to move. When
they stepped toward an object or withdrew,
the object seemed to go to and fro.

Colors looked much brighter than they
had before the isolation.

Psychologists B. K. Doane, W. Heron and
T. H. Scott of McGill University, Montreal,
Canada, voluntarily served as the human
guinea pigs in this unusual experiment.

During the six days that they were shut
away from sights, sounds and feelings, all
the investigators reported that they had
vivid hullucinations.

The strange movements of everything
they saw on emerging disappeared in a short
time although some distortions persisted for

over 24 hours.
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Still Mystery

impossible for the eminent chemists who
discovered and did the early work on
molybdenum to resolve the chemical prob-
lems of the strange element, and that only
now by the most modern methods of physi-
cal chemistry has a beginning been made
on solving its puzzles.
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Men Who Want to Be
Women Fear All Sex

» MEN WHO want to be women and beg
doctors for mutilating operations, really do
not know what women are like. They have
a horror of the nude female body and have
avoided looking at it even when married.

These are among findings reported by
Drs. Frederic G. Worden and James T.
Marsh of the University of California School
of Medicine, Los Angeles, in the Journal
of the American Medical Association
(April 9).

“We have not yet found one subject who
has a realistic idea of what a woman is like,”
the doctors state. “They all show an ex-
tremely shallow, immature and grossly dis-
torted concept of what a woman is like so-
cially, sexually, anatomically and emo-
tionally.”

The men these doctors examined have in-
tense conflicts about sexual matters and are
afraid of their own sexual impulses. They
seem really to want operations with the
idea that they will then become sexless.

One said he would like to be without sex
but regarded himself as a woman.

The urge to be women and to wear
women’s clothes seems to result from the
“desperate hunger” these men have for at-
tention, recognition and acceptance and to
a marked feeling of being rejected and ig-
nored. In some of the tests they tell of
wanting to have “beautiful evening gowns
and dresses and being able to go to parties”
and of having people notice them.

The men’s backgrounds were extremely
varied. Some had wealthy parents, some
very poor ones. Some had brothers and
sisters, others were only children. All had
distorted memories of their childhood, high-
lighting those things that supported their
ideas of having been female since birth.
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