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Peaceful Atom's Impact

» THE IMPACT of the peaceful uses of
atomic energy will in no way rival the
immediate and shocking impact of the war-
time uses of atomic energy.

It may well be another generation before
the average citizen finds himself using
atomic energy as an everyday commodity.
Much will depend on the citizen himself,
who must still accept atomic energy and
feel comfortable in a world made better by
its use.

This was evident in the conclusions of
the first comprehensive study of the peace-
ful uses of atomic energy made by a non-
partisan, nine-man panel and reported to
the Joint Congressional Committee on
Atomic Energy.

Much of the development of atomic
energy for peaceful use, the panel found, is
still in a transition stage between com-
plete domination by the Government and
a sharing of the development by private
interests and Government.

In several areas, the report states, atomic
energy will not be able to compete eco-
nomically with other forms of energy now
being used. In other areas, atomic energy
will be just another tool for getting things
done.

Atomic-powered cars, trucks and buses,
for example, are not technically feasible.
Atomic-powered planes, ships and loco-
motives, although possible, will not com-
pete favorably economically for many
years to come.

“Peaceful uses of atomic energy in the
field of agriculture are significant additions
to the many other modern methods of im-
proving farm technology,” the panel said.

“Radiation preservation of food does not
appear likely to replace other methods of
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food preservation to any substantial extent
in the foreseeable future.”

It is apparent from the report that every-
day life will not be changed radically and
overnight. Much research and development
has to come, but there are two stumbling
blocks that can seriously hamper the de-
velopment of atomic energy: lack of man-
power and lack of information.

Discussing the manpower shortage, the
report notes that “regardless of how the
Federal Government and its departments
and agencies resolve all the factors for and
against rapid development,” manpower is
the one factor that may very well deter-
mine the overall rate of peaceful atomic
development. i

An equally strong warning concerning
an “informed public” was issued in the
report.

“Until there is a better informed public
opinion, until there is more balance in
programming what lies ahead and until
there is integrated policy to guide both our
domestic development and our participa-
tion in international development of peace-
ful uses of atomic energy compatible with
international atomic control, attitudes and
climate alike are apt to shift from day to
day and week to week.”

Perhaps the most significant and im-
mediate impact the peaceful use of atomic
energy can have for Americans is its im-
pact for peace.

The nine-man panel of experts strongly
urged U. S. participation in the interna-
tional development of atomic energy and
stated, “atomic power may be the most
tangible symbol of America’s will to peace
through the peaceful atom.”
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Day Mental Hospital

» A HOSPITAL for mental patients,
which has no iren bars at the windows,
no locks and keys and scarcely any beds,
has been operating successfully in Montreal
for almost 10 years. It is the day hospital
of the Allan Memorial Institute of Psychia-
try, Montreal.

Patients come to the hospital every morn-
ing, spend the day getting various kinds of
treatment for their sick minds, and then
return home to spend the night.

Returning home to the family at night
is considéred one important part of the
treatment, since it keeps the patients in
touch with the real life they must return
to and be able to cope with if they are to
recover fully from their illness.

The absence of locks and bars helps in
the treatment, too. From early childhood,
we are taught to conform to what our fam-

ilies and society expect of us. A person,
especially a sick, confused, frightened per-
son, who is put behind bars and locked
up in a bare room may well think he is
expected to be violent and destructive, so
he will and often does come up to that
expectation.

If, as in the day hospital, he is shown
that people expect him to be neat and clean
and careful of property, he will respond in
that way.

Day hospitals for mentally sick patients
have a great economic advantage, impor-
tant in view of the increasing numbers of
mentally sick. The savings come from
elimination of two out of three shifts of
nurses, elimination of two out of three

. meals, and better utilization of floor space.

A disadvantage is that patients must live
no farther than one hour from the hos-
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pital, or it becomes impractical for them
to come every day and return every evening.

When patients living at great distances
are treated in day hospitals, they have to
live in nearby hotels or boarding homes,
which may give them too many situations
to adjust to.

The day hospital at Allan Memorial In-
stitute was shown to a group of science
writers touring mental hospitals. (See p. 89
for related story.)
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