PSYCHIATRY

Science News LeTTER for May 12, 1956

Patients Drug Will Help

» THE PSYCHIATRIST who probably
has had the longest experience with one of
the new tranquilizing drugs in mental
sickness now predicts how many with dif-
ferent kinds of illnesses will be helped by it.

The drug is chlorpromazine. The psy-
chiatrist who made the predictions at the
American Psychiatric Association meeting
in Chicago is Dr. N. William Winkelman
Jr., of the Sidney Hillman Medical Center,
Philadelphia. Based on 1,090 patients fol-
lowed for three years, he predicts that:

1. Of 20 psychoneurotic patients with anx-
iety, 17 will be benefited.

2. Of 20 with conversion reactions, 15 will
be helped.

3. Ten of 20 with phobias, 10 of 20 with
secondary depressive phenomena and eight
of 20 with obsessions will be helped.

Of 130 schizophrenic patients treated, 619,
were improved moderately or better, while
an additional 19%, were freed from all
symptoms, Dr. Winkelman reported.

Of 115 senile patients, 869, treated re-
sponded well or better.

Of the patients who would formerly have
been hospitalized, 40%, were treated as out-
patients.

Encouraging results with two newer
tranquilizing drugs were reported at the
meeting. One of these, promazine, is de-
rived from chlorpromazine and shows prom-
ise especially in immediately controlling
acute agitation in mental patients, in alco-
holics with delirium tremens and in patients
on narcotic drug withdrawal, Dr. John D.
Schultz of Georgetown University and Dis-
trict of Columbia General Hospital, Wash-
ington, reported.

The other relatively new drug, Frenquel,
helps about half the schizophrenic patients,
Dr. John T. Ferguson, Traverse City, Mich.,
State Hospital, reported.

A tranquilizing drug with a broader
range of application and fewer side effects
than chlorpromazine is still needed, Dr.
Paul H. Hoch, Commissioner of Mental Hy-
giene for New York State at Albany, N. Y.,
said. He credited tranquilizing drugs with
being a major factor in the increased rate

at which patients in New York mental hos-
pitals have recovered enough to go home.

One of the “most powerful” of the tran-
quilizing drugs is Miltown, in the opinion
of Dr. Veronica M. Pennington of Missis-
sippi State Hospital, Whitfield, Miss.

It has brought “considerable improve-
ment” to four out of five patients with great
improvement in one-third, she reported.
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GEOPHYSICS
Outer Space Radio Noise
Tuned in From Satellite

» RADIO NOISE from outer space now
shut out by the earth’s atmosphere may be
listened to from earth satellitess to be
launched during the International Geo-
physical Year.

Dr. Homer E. Newell Jr. of the Naval
Research Laboratory said this was one ex-
periment being considered for the satellites.

He told a joint meeting of the Inter-
national Scientific Radio Union and Insti-
tute of Radio Engineers in Washington
the radio observations would be made by
putting a radio receiver on the man-made
satellite, tuning it in on a frequency now
cut off by the earth’s atmosphere. When
this antenna picked up signals from outer
space, another radio would flash the mes-
sage back to earth at a different frequency
that would penetrate the ionosphere.

Dr. Newell also reported that the U. S.
technical panel on the earth satellite pro-
gram, of which he is a member, is consider-
ing measuring the amount of hydrogen
in interplanetary and interstellar space.

Other experiments suggested for the satel-
lite include measurements of dust and
micrometeors in space and their erosive
effects upon the satellite’s surface; observa-
tion and measurement of the sun’s radia-
tion in the ultraviolet and Xray wave-
lengths, and measurement of the earth’s
albedo, a quantity important to weather-
men.
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ALADDIN MAGIC COOKER

THE NEWEST COOKING IDEA IN MANY A
YEAR—SCIENTIFICALLY DESIGNED TO DO
WHAT NO OTHER COOKER CAN DO

e Flavor that is out of this world
e Dry-fries, chops, chicken, bacon, eggs
e Cooks both sides at the same time
e Prevents burning orders or spattering
o Made of heavy gauge polished Aluminum
e Special Cook Book FREE
e Taste enjoyment — real magic — Be a
gourmet
8”7, 1% QT.—$7.95
117, 3 QT.— 9.95

Add 50¢ West of Miss.

JOHN SURREY, LTD., Dept. C-12
100 East 42 St., New York 17, N. Y.
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—(uestions—

ANTHROPOLOGY — What legendary people
have been found in Thailand? p. 295.
o oo
BIOCHEMISTRY — What kinds of molecules
may cause mental diseases? p. 290.
o aao
ENTOMOLOGY—What fruit pest has invaded
Florida? p. 297.
O Qoo
MEDICINE—Why do doctors become drug
addicts? p. 293.
O oo
PHYSICS—What is one possible method of
pping large ts of energy for later
release? p. 290.

m aa
PSYCHIATRY—How do nightmares prevent
psychologic death? p. 294.
Oooao
RADIO ASTRONOMY—What is size of the

largest saucer-shaped radio telescope in the
United States? p. 293.

o o0
SEISMOLOGY—How will a proposed new
highway affect delicate instr ts at L t
Geological Observatory? p. 293.
Ooaoono

PHOTOGRAPHS—Cover, Marine Studios; p. 291,
Squibb; p. 293, Harvard University; p. 295,
American Museum of Natural History; p. 298,
Timber Engineering Company; p. 304, Chester
R. Nicodemus Co.

3=-DIMENSIONAL

Cut Out
Model
of the

BRAIN

only

$3.98

It is difficult for the student of anatomy to
get proper three-dimensional views of the human
brain and a_clear idea of the relative positions of
the arts whxch go to make it up. his model,
whic! been made by a student for students
will help overoome this difficulty. By simple means
and with comparatively little effort the student
will be able to acquire a three dimensional view
of the anatomy of the brain. This model gives a
somewhat simplified but nevertheless true picture
of the anatomical details. The student may elabo-
rate the model to adapt it to his own personal
needs by adding in color any information neces-
sary. Ideal for class work; special rates available
for group purchases.

Available postpaid from Department SL 30
OLIVER GARFIELD CO.
126 Lexington Avenue

New York 16, N. Y.

Send Immediately
Our 8Supply Is Limited!

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The Science News-Letter.

®
www.jstor.org



