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- New Machines and Gadgets -

For sources of more information on new things described, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to SCIENCE SERVICE, 1719 N St., N.W., Washington 6,
D. C., and ask for Gadget Bulletin 830. To receive this Gadget Bullet:n without special reguest each week, remit $1.50 for one year's subscription.

& PLASTIC FLOATS for upcoming sum-
mer sports can double as boat fenders or
swimming hole line markers. Molded in
one piece, the plastic floats will not shat-
ter, rot, mildew or become waterlogged.
They are available in different sizes and

colors.
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&% WEED LIFTER is designed literally to
jack crab grass out of the ground. The
prongs of the metal and wooden tool are
inserted just below the surface of the
ground, under the plant. Pressure on the
handle lifts the whole thing out.
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% WOOD VENEER for covering exposed
plywood edges is 1/85th of an inch thick
and can be cut with scissors, knife or razor
blade. The veneer, mounted on a latex
impregnated paper backing, can be applied
with wood glue. It is available in mahog-
any, oak, walnut, birch and Korina.
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% FIRE EXTINGUISHER for the home
goes off automatically. When a fire raises
the temperature to about 165 degrees Fahr-
enheit, a valve opens and the can releases a
fire-extinguishing chemical. The chemical
is described as harmless to fabrics.
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¥ SCOOP AND FUNNEL to aid the
housewife solves measuring and pouring
problems in the kitchen. Made of clear
styrene plastic, the combination device is
graduated from Y4 teaspoon to four table-
spoons. Control fins release and stop flow
of the funnel’s contents, as shown in the
photograph.
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A FEW MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW AVAILABLE

In 7W of science

A WONDERFUL GIFT . . .

5-12-6

ANY TIME OF YEAR

ONCE A MONTH for a year we will pack a
blue package with scientific fun, with mental
stimulation, with hours of absorption, with
future hobbies, with knowledge; but specifi-
cally we will pack the boxes with THINGS
of science — real objects of science to be
handled and looked at and owned. And
with them, sheets of suggested experiments
and complete explanations of them. There
are now more than ten thousand members of
the group of friends of science who receive
one of these exciting boxes each month. This
unusual service comes one year postpaid for
$5.00. (Add $1 for additional postage on
outside U.S.A. addresses.) Use this coupon
to send in your gift memberships NOW.

Send THINGS of science for one year
to the names and addresses on the
attached sheets.

[J Renew my own subscription for one
year.
[] Payment enclosed. O Bill me.

[] Send gift card in my name as im-
printed at the left.

s PLASTIC LAMPSHADE MATERIAL
consists of a woven glass fiber fabric that
has been fused to a plastic backing. The
lampshade material is colorfast, dimension-
ally stable and washable, and will not
shrink or stretch.
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® ANTIQUE KITS contain all the neces-
saries for the do-it-yourself home decorator.
A set of six colonial reproductions of early
Americana is available. The kit for each
antique piece contains wood parts and acces-
sories, together with material for finishing
and antiquing. Among the reproductions
are a 7-drawer spice box, a 3-drawer wall
shelf and a deacon’s pipe box planter.
Science News Letter, May 12, 1956

s HI-FI RECORD RACK made of
wrought iron provides 10 compartments for
the disc collection. Designed to prevent
warping and to show off the albums, the
25- by 22- by 10-inch open cabinet holds
over 200 long-play records.

Science News Letter, May 12, 1956
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Strange glass-like sponges grow in the
Arctic ocean.

Sesame has the distinction of being one of
the first crops cultivated by man.

Garbage is said to have a heat value of
about one-third that of coal and is a cheap
fuel.

Tiger whiskers, eagle feathers, kangaroo
tail tendons and elephant hair are being
studied by biophysicists in an effort to chart
the structures of proteins, complex com-
pounds required in life processes.

Fewer forest fires occurred in areas ad-
ministered by the National Park Service
during 1955 than in any of the previous 20
years except 1944.

Ornithologists have succeeded in record-
ing for the first time the voices of two very
rare birds, the whooping crane and the
trumpeter swan.

More than a thousand species of wild
flowers have been found growing in Glacier
National Park.

Puff-adders, if irritated, will roll over
belly-side up, with tongue comically pro-
truding and play dead like an opossum.
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