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Animal Name-Calling

An exciting quiz and story on the strange and curious
names man has given to his furred and feathered friends.
Males, females and young often have different names.

By HOWARD SIMONS

» PEAS, as we all know, come in pods.
But so do walruses and whales.

Human beings travel on trips, but seals
travel in trips.

This is not double-talk, or a play on
words, but two examples of the many seem-
ingly strange group names man has as-
signed to his furred and feathered friends.
A school of fish and a herd of cattle are
familiar group names. Perhaps a pod of
whales and a trip of seals are not as fa-
miliar, but they are, nevertheless, very cor-
rect English.

By the same token, man has taken it
upon himself to assign a different name for
the male, female and young of the many
animals that inhabit the earth with him.

Sometimes, more than one group name
has been applied to the same animal. The
fabled whale, for example, when found in
numbers can be referred to as a gam or a
pod or a herd.

The reverse is true too. A flock can mean
lions in Africa, sheep in Australia, goats
in Ireland and geese in the United States.

Huntsmen Helped

Historically, the professional huntsmen of
England during the Middle Ages probably
contributed more to the popularization of
animal name-calling than any other single
group. It was the professional huntsmen
who provided game for English tables, and
the same professional huntsmen who pro-
vided the specific group name for English
game.

As their counterparts the world over, the
early English hunted and fished more for
food than fun. Game was considered part
of the country’s natural resources.

For these tradesmen of wood and field
throughout the world, an animal was not
just an animal and a bird a bird. Each
species had a sex and an age. Group names
and individual names that spelled out sex
and age became the huntsmen’s “shop talk,”
his vocational vocabulary.

To many, where a deer was just a deer,
it was a doe or a buck or a fawn to the
professional, and it still is today.

At the time the huntsmen were busy,
another curious thing was taking place in
England involving the animals and their
relationship to human beings. The English
farmer was evolving a unique vocabulary
for animals, all his own.

In rustic, agricultural England, animals
and birds were too much a part of the every-

day life to be called by their traditional and
proper names. A closeness to nature and a
closeness between man and animal led the
English common people to express their
feelings in much more intimate termin-
ology.

They gave first, or given, names to their
little friends.

Bouncy squire rabbit became Jack rabbit
and crafty Mr. crow, Jim crow. Little
Miss wren became known as Jennie and old
Mr. Daw, Jack. Likewise, the sparrow was
christened Phillip and the kit, Tom.

With time, these personal names began
to stick and many are still well-used today.
In some cases, the proper name for a species
became indistinguishable from its combina-
tion with a given first name. It is rare
today to hear Mrs. Magpie called just plain
pie.

And how many people realize the har-
binger of spring was originally known only
as the “red breast.” Its first name has all

but become its only name and we all know
him as Robin.

Folk habits often become part and parcel
of the nation itself. This is certainly true
of one given name that the early English
farmer used around the farm, for today
it symbolizes England itself—John Bull.

However, group names are not the only
way man refers to animals. With the pos-
sible exception of crossword puzzle work-
ers and a few learned specialists, most names
of the male, female and young of animals
remain a remote and foreign area of infor-
mation.

Another exception in this area of knowl-
edge is Francis H. Elmore, who is now
parkway naturalist at the National Park
Service’s Natchez Trace Parkway in Mis-
sissippi. Mr. Elmore has devoted much time
and study to the terms used to describe the
individuals of animal groups.

Mr. Elmore points out that, just because
the male and female of the walrus are
called a bull and a cow, it can not be as-
sumed the young will be called calves.
They might be pups, he says, as with the
seal, whale and sea lion, or cubs, as with
the shark and whale.

The word kitten, Mr. Elmore tells us,

A TRIP OF SEALS—Man travels on trips but seals travel in trips. A trip
of seals is a group of seals. This trip of fur seals live on Gorbatch Rookery,
St. Paul Island, Alaska. Groups of seals are also known as pods. The young
seals looking wistfully at the camera are pups, watched over by cows. Male

seals are known as bulls and young seals can also be identified as whelps,
bachelors, belamers and balf bulls.
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can mean the young of the skunk, rabbit,
otter, hare, beaver, ocelot, cougar or bobcat.

And a squealer is not a young pig, but a
young quail.

The same odd rules for the game of ani-
mal name-<alling that apply to the young
also apply to the males and the females
of a species. Hen, to most persons, means
a female chicken. But, it can also mean the
female of fish and lobsters as well as the
female canary. The bull and the cow can
refer to the father and mother terrapin.

Fortunately, he-bear and she-bear are self-
explanatory.

Obviously, Mr. Elmore is an expert in his
hobby. How much of an expert are you?
There are 50 questions. For each correct
answer (see p. 381) allow yourself two
points. If your score is 90 or above, you
are an expert.

Group |
GIVE THE GROUP NAME OF THESE
ANIMALS
(Example: Bees—Swarm)

1. Nightingales. . ...... . .. .. .. 5 2. Elk
.............. 3 3. Rooks ... ........ ...
4. Foxes .................. 5 5 Buﬁaloes
................. ; 6. Ants ...
7. Quail ... ; 8. Wolves
.............. 3 9. Grouse .............;
10. Peacocks. ................

Group 1l

NAME THE ANIMAL OF EACH OF
THESE GROUP NAMES
(Example: Pod—walrus)

I. nide ................ .. ; 2. sounder
............... 3.shoal ... ..........
4dowisp ..o 3 5. cast
............... 3 6.slege ...
TJostand ... ; 8. plump
............... 3 9.flock ...
10. gaggle ........... ... ..

Group il
NAME THE FEMALE OF THESE
ANIMALS
(Example: Sheep—ewe)

1. bison ...................... 3 2. fox
............... 3 3.goat ...
4oowl ... ... .. ;O.swan ... ;
6.hog ............ 3 7. tger... ... H
8 whale ...... .. ... ... ... . .. ; 9. horse
.............. 5 10 rabbit ... ... . ...,

Group IV
NAME THE MALE
(Example: Bee—drone)

L alligator ........... .. ... ; 2. bobcat
............... 3. coyote .............;
4.deer ....... ... .. 3 5.duck ... L ;
6. mountain goat ...... ... .. .. 3 7 goose
.............. ; 8 skunk ... L.
9. termite .............. ; 10. woodchuck

Group V

NAME THE YOUNG
(Example: bear—cub)
l.beaver ...... . ... .. .. ; 2. chimpanzee
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.............. 3 6. frog ...
7.mink ... ; 8. ostnch
............. 9. rhinoceros ............;
10. zebra .................
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See Cats Helping
Diabetes Study

» CATS can serve humanity by helping
doctors learn more about human diabetes,
it appears from a report by Drs. J. Buse,
K. Gundersen and F. D. W. Lukens of the
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, at
the American Diabetes Association meeting
in Chicago.

When cats are given a synthetic chemical
related to anti-arthritis cortisone, they get
diabetes, the Pennsylvania scientists found.

The cats develop ravenous appetites and
fat bellies, and their limbs get very thin.
The diabetes is very mild and slow in de-
veloping. These features of the cat disease,
the scientists pointed out, should make it
especially useful for learning more about
the kind of diabetes, with overeating and
obesity, that develops in humans.

The synthetic chemical producing the dia-
betes in the cats is 9 alpha-fluorohydrocorti-
sone.
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Eels Travel by
Last-Quarter Moon

» WHEN THE HARVEST MOON reaches
its last quarter, it shines on thousands of
eels swimming toward their mating ground
in the Sargasso Sea.

The eels do not depend on the moon
for its light. The long, snakelike fish mi-
grate on cloudy nights as well as under
clear skies, according to the State Fishery
Research Institute of Holland. But the
mature fish do migrate mostly at night, and
their travels are pretty much confined to the
times when the moon is showing its last
yellow slit, the Institute said.

Eels in countries bordering the Atlantic
all travel the long journey to the Sargasso
Sea, where they mate and die. When the
eggs hatch, the young fish make the return
trip up the rivers, which usually takes sev-
eral years.

Evidence suggests that the intensity of eel
migration from Holland may be affected by
very small earth tremors called microseisms.

Depressions under the North Sea cause
these tremors at intervals of about three
seconds. Investigations conducted on 1,000
fishing days showed the three-second effect
was followed by increased eel catches.
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GENIAC® In Assembly Rack

THE ELECTRIC BRAIN CONSTRUCTION KIT.

lems to repetitive machine solution.
diagrams.

manual.

SEND _NOW!

WHY YOU WILL ENJOY GENIAC®
Specially designed materials,
switches, manuals, wiring diagrams
and texts plus our question answer-

WHICH GROUP ARE YOU IN?

THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE FROM THESE GROUPS HAVE BOUGHT AND ENJOYED GENIAC®,

THE MANUALS qre o survey of the applications of symbolic logic in reducing various prob-
We explain the theory and illustrate with complete wiring

THE 200 PAGE TEXT gives an overview of the whole computer field.

THE KIT OF MATERIALS contains over 400 parts, switches, all wire and tools necessary for
building and designing over 50 different computing game playing, problem solving circuits.

YOU benefit from the experience of thousands of users incorporated in the latest revised

WE GUARANTEE ABSOLUTELY that unless you are completely satisfied with your GENIAC®

kit, you may ship it back to us within 7 days and we will return your money.

ONLY $19.95 POSTPAID

OLIVER GARFIELD CO., Dept. SL 33,
126 Lexington Avenue, New York 16, N. Y.

Please send me postpaid
struction Kits complete with all manuals and texts.
| enclose $19.95 (check or money order).

[] ENGINEER OR RESEARCH WORKER

who wants to learn more about the ap-
plication of computers to his problems.
TEACHER high school or college who
needs laboratory or demonstration ma-
terial on computers.

SCIENTIFIC AMATEUR who wants to

learn about computers but doesn’t
know how to begin.

INVETERATE GADGETEER
STUDENT impatient for teachers to begin.

FAMILY MAN who wants some fun with
his kids.
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$21.95 outside of the United States.

ing service and study guide make Mississippi,
up the complete course in computer Name
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