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Research Hurt by Budget

» THE UNITED STATES defense efforts
are being gravely jeopardized by the cur-
rent method of limiting expenditures by
the Department of Defense, weathermen
have charged.

They have sent a strongly worded tele-
gram to President Eisenhower, Defense Sec-
retary Neil H. McElroy and other top
Government and Congressional officials pro-
testing the recent budget cuts and asking a
re-examination of the method.

The telegram was sent by the council of
the American Meteorological  Society,
spokesman for professional weathermen. It
says the current method of reducing ex-
penditures would have “catastrophic effects
on scientific advancement in meteorology.”

Knowledge of the atmosphere is of great
importance to defense science. The major
part of this country’s research effort in
meteorology is supported by military funds,
and this “modest support” has brought
weathermen to the “verge” of important
and revolutionary advances in our under-
standing of the atmosphere.”

“The manner in which ceilings have
been imposed on the rate of expenditure
is producing effects which are becoming
more serious every day,” the telegram reads.
“Important research is being curtailed or
halted, experienced research teams are being
broken up and dispersed, and the training
of future meteorologists is being jeopard-
ized.

“Each day of delay in correcting the
situation adds to the ultimate cost of es-
sential defense science work in meteor-
ology.”

The weathermen charge that failure to
take immediate action will cause an “ir-
retrievable loss to a research effort of major
importance to the safety and welfare of
the entire country.”

In addition to President Eisenhower and
Mr. McElroy, the meteorologists sent their
protest telegram to Richard B. Russell,
chairman, Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee; Carl Vinson, chairman, House
Armed Services Committee; Donald A.
Quarles, Deputy Secretary of Defense; James
H. Douglas, Secretary of the Air Force;
Thomas S. Gates, Jr., Secretary of the
Navy; and Wilbur M. Brucker, Secretary of
the Army.

» THE WEATHER Bureau issues more
than 4,000 original forecasts a day in order
to keep the public continuously informed of
upcoming weather conditions.

Under Secretary of Commerce Louis S.
Rothschild, in charge of Weather Bureau
activities, said this figure indicates the
“Importance of weather in every under-
taking in all walks of life.”

During the past ten years both Govern-
ment and private weather forecasting ser-
vices have expanded greatly, he told the
First National Conference on Applied
Meteorology meeting in Hartford, Conn.
Mr. Rothschild said this expansion reflected

the requirements of a “growing, dynamic
and changing economy.”

He compared the Weather Bureau to a
wholesaler, providing information to all,
and the private meteorologist to a retailer
serving specialized needs.

One arm of the Government itself, the
Air Force, requires weather services not
provided by the Weather Bureau, Maj. Gen.
Thomas S. Moorman, commander of the
Air Weather Service, told the Conference.
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The possible effects of weather on military
operations cannot be handled satisfactorily
by current weather forecasts or conventional
climatology. Only “down-to-earth applica-
tions of our whole knowledge about the
general weather environment” help solve
the problems of military planning.

Francis Courtney Jr. of Lockheed Air-
craft Corporation’s Georgia Division told
how the weather near Marietta, Ga., was
thoroughly investigated to insure the safest
possible operation of a nuclear reactor there.

Problems of the aircraft industry, which
is now planning for the 1965-75 era, present
a “real challenge” to five-day forecasters,
R. D. Roche, also of Lockheed, said.
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HERE'S HOW TO PREDICT. ..

EARTH SATELLITE ORBITS!

CHECK THESE FOUR FEATURES
® Pointer locates star accurately
® Computer does all the work
® Star chart gives coordinates
® Adjustments for use anywhere in U.S.A.

—with THE STAR POINTER
the only star finder that POINTS

A special bulletin, just released by Starcraft, gives
complete details on locating earth satellites by using
the “Star Pointer”.

A few simple settings on the Star Pointer will
provide:

1. The pole of the satellite orbit.

2. The inclination of the orbit to any meridian.

3. The time of the next appearance of the satellite.
4. The satellite’s magnitude of precession per day.
The Star Pointer also gives the altitude and azimuth
of the satellite when under observation.

In this capacity, the Star Pointer can be extremely
useful to. observatories and professional astronomers
for rapidly and easily checking orbital computations.

A TRUE STAR FINDER

Simply set the dials, point the base north,
sight along the arrow—and there is your star
or constellation! No computations, no guess-
work—the built-in computer does it all for you.
So simple a child of 10 can operate it with a
few minutes’ instruction.

Beautifully constructed of heavy 100-point mount-
ing board, dirt-and moisture-resistant, the Star
Pointer is over 18 long when assembled, packs
flat in a jiffy for travel or storage. Complete,
fully illustrated 33-page Instruction Book with
8 new star maps that cover the entire sky.

PLUS A PLANET FINDER

NEW Proportional Orbits Planet Finder included
with each Star Pointer, at no extra cost. En-
ables you to locate Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter
and Saturn at any time until December 31, 2059.
Amazingly accurate. Simple to use.

or Canada
: STARCRAFT BOX Al o 2917 EDGEHILL ROAD o CLEVELAND 18, OHIO '
Please ship me at once, subject to full money-back guarantee, the Star
I Pointer and Proportional Orbits Planet Finder. | enclose $4.95.
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