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Therapy for Crime

Aim of new penology is to get the prisoner ready to
go out and stay out by returning him to society as a useful,
law-abiding, self-supporting citizen.

By MARJORIE VAN DE WATER

» BLAME AND PUNISHMENT are
going out of fashion in America’s prisons.

Just as insane asylums have become men-
tal hospitals, the “new penology” being
developed promises to make our prisons
truly correctional institutions.

Someday diagnosis and therapy promise
to replace blame and punishment in the
management of law violators. The “know-
how” is being developed in scientific studies.

The glaring facts are that much more
than half of those who serve time return
to prison.

Dr. James V. Bennett, director of the
Federal Bureau of Prisons, finds that “at
least 55%, to 60% of the prisoners leaving
prison today will return within five years.”
J. Edgar Hoover, director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, points out that
70%, of the fingerprints of arrested persons
received by the FBI are of persons who
have records of previous arrests.

New Goals Set

What is the goal of the new penology?

It is explained by Dr. Alfred C. Schnur,
formerly associate warden of Minnesota
State Prison and now teaching in the School
of Police Administration and Public Safety,
Michigan State University.

The aim is to get the men ready to go
out and stay out by returning them to
society as useful, law-abiding, self-support-
ing and independent citizens who will not
only obey the law themselves but refrain
from contributing to crime by others.

The new penology has an average of
about 22 months to accomplish this task.
Half the law violators who enter prison
will be back on the street before this time
has passed. Unfortunately, the time a man
spends in prison is largely wasted.

There are 26,938 persons employed full
time in state and Federal prisons and re-
formatories to concern themselves with
161,587 inmates. That amounts to one
prison employee to every six inmates. But
the great majority, 17,280, of these em-
ployees are concerned with just keeping the
prisoners in prison. Others are hired to
keep the men busy, keep them fed and
keep them reasonably well. Only a few,
1,337, are there to prepare them to go out.

Many of the 161,587 need the help of a
psychiatrist. Few people would claim that
all the persons who commit crimes are
psychotic. More than 100,000, according to
Dr. Bennett, are twisted, queer, handi-
capped, defeated, embittered or seriously
neurotic.

Confinement alone can only make their
plight worse. Punitive measures can only
make them more warped and incapable of
taking a responsible part in the community
as a useful citizen when they are permitted
to leave prison.

“The true story of prisons lies not in
charts and statistics,” Dr. Bennett has said,
“but in the tragedy and heartbreak they
represent; to the prisoner, the wasted years
that can never be recaptured; and to society,
the loss of precious human resources and
talent.

“Each vyear, the courts send thousands of
people to prison. They come from all walks
of life and are of all types.

“Some are professional, calculating crimi-
nals against whom must be marshalled the
full force of society’s organized authority;
many are hostile, impulsive, and psycho-
pathic who must be confined for the safety
of others; but mostly, those who enter
prison are confused, frustrated, resentful
people caught in the blind alley of some
deed or unfortunate circumstance. These

FREE—FOR HOW LONG?—Light-
ing a cigarette with bis first breath
of free air, this man leaves the grim
prison walls bebind. But is be ready
to take a responsible place in society
or was bis time bebind bars largely
wasted? The man shown is a photog-
raphber’s model, not a prisoner.

need re-direction, training, understanding
and guidance.”

But how many psychiatrists are employed
to treat the 161,587 prisoners? Dr. Schnur
gives us the answer. There are exactly 23
full-time psychiatrists. That amounts to
one psychiatrist for each 7,026 inmates.

If each psychiatrist put in an eighthour
day and a 160-hour month with no time
off for illness or emergencies, coffee breaks
or staff conferences, it would mean that
there is not more than one minute and
22 seconds of psychiatric help available for
each inmate during a whole month.

That is not enough.

And even that fragment of time is not
focused on life after prison. Instead, it is
focused on keeping things reasonably or-
derly for the prison administration and on
readying some men for transfer to a mental
institution.

Defective Criminals

Many of the prisoners got into prison
because they are lacking in intelligence.
Their judgment is faulty; they could not
get along in school or learn a trade. The
prisons have 67 psychologists and psychom-
etrists. If they distributed their time evenly,
each prisoner would have about four min-
utes of their time monthly for individual
attention.

The 96 institutional parole officers could
give about six minutes to each man each
month.

Not even the chaplain has time for heart-
to-heart talks with the prisoners. The whole
group of 155 chaplains could give less than
ten minutes a month to each man.

Many prisoners got into trouble the first
time merely because they never were trained
to get and hold a good job that would
support them and their families.

The prisons have 739 academic, vocational
and trade teachers, but altogether they
would have not over 45 minutes avail-
able for each prisoner in a month.

The average prisoner spends some 15,840
hours within those grim walls before he
is back on the streets again. But in that
time a total of only 30 hours will have
been devoted to making him fit and safe
to return to society.

Despite the experts, despite modern
knowledge of penology, such rehabilitation
as may take place during the prison term
must be largely the result of the prisoner’s
own do-it-yourself project.

“It should come as no surprise,” com-
ments Dr. Schnur, “that so many men
return to crime following such ‘lavish’
treatment programs. It is, indeed, remark-
able that there are not more recidivists.”

“The new penology has not yet really
been drafted into the war against crime,”
he said.

What treatment personnel is available is
not evenly distributed among the institu-
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tions. Institutions where they are concen-
trated serve as beacon lights to those who
feel the new penology should be tried.
They shine as an indication that someday
diagnosis and therapy will supplant blame
and punishment in the management of law

violators.
Science News Letter, December 6, 1958

MEDICINE
Study Faculty Needs
For Rheumatic Diseases

» THE AMERICAN Rheumatism Asso-
ciation has established a committee for the
exchange of information concerning faculty
appointees and fellows. There is a need
for information about available personnel
to staff the numerous new units that are
being established in medical schools in this
country and abroad for the study of rheu-
matic diseases.

The committee will be pleased to receive
information about fellowships and trainee-
ship opportunities and faculty and other
staff vacancies as well as inquiries regard-
ing available personnel. Address Dr. Cur-
rier McEwen, New York University College
of Medicine, 550 First Avenue, New York
16, N.Y.

Science News Letter, December 6, 1958

ENGINEERING
Dedicate New Reactor on

A-Energy Anniversary
See Front Cover

» THE ARGONNE Low Power Reactor
(ALPR), was dedicated on Tuesday, Dec.
2 at the Argonne National Laboratory’s
Idaho site at the U.S. Atomic Energy Com-
mission’s National Reactor Testing Station
near Idaho Falls.

The date is the sixteenth anniversary of
the birth of atomic energy.

The photograph on the cover of this
week’s ScieNnce News LETTER is a view of
the reactor and support facilities building
looking northeast from an access road.

The ALPR is a direct-cycle boiling water
reactor of 3,000-kilowatt gross reactor heat,
moderated and cooled by the natural cir-
culation of ordinary water. Designed to
produce 200 kilowatts of electricity and 400
kilowatts of space heat, it can be trans-
ported by air, uses gravel at the site for
biological shielding and can operate for
three years on a single fuel loading.

Science News Letter, December 6, 1958

ASTRONOMY—How large are the masses of
some planetary nebulae? p. 360.

CYTOLOGY—Which part of the mitachondrion
appears to be the cell “‘power plant?’’ p. 359.

MEDICINE—What would be the advantages
in administering a live polio virus vaccine?
p. 355

Photographs: Cover, Argonne National Labora-
tory; p. 355, U.S. Navy; p. 357, Lockheed
Missiles Systems; p. 362, Fremont Davis;
p. 368, Bell and Howell.
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Photographers!
Adapt your camera to this Scop
for excellent Telephoto shots and
fascinating photos of moon!

XCELLENT

a E for
i xvins

See the Stars, Moon, Planets Close Up!

3”7 ASTRONOMICAL
REFLECTING TELESCOPE

craters on the M

This is an
actual photo-
graph of the
moon taken
through our
Astronomical
Telescope b;
a 17-year-old
student.

STEREO
Over 50 %

—Wide 3 D
Used for

sets of objecti
ret. Standard
10X Kellner
23 power and

DAY TRIAL

Full price. $99.50 f.o.

Saving.
Working Distance — Erect Image

. inspections,
checking, assembling, dissecting. 2

rack and pix}ion focusing.

MICROSCOPE
Up to 3”7

imensional Field.
countmg

ves on rotating tur-
pair_of wide field
Eyepieces give you
40 power. Heli{:gl

Order Stock No. 85,056-Q

b. Barrington, N. J.

SALE! TERRIFIC WAR SURP

NOwW
Made b;

Bertha

power) telescope, etc. Tenses are
4-element type,
removed. Diaphragm
fl‘;pens approx. 1” to 3

S.
Stock No. 85,059-Q 24” used.
Stock No. 85,060-Q 24”, new.

(f/6
Yo

y B & L and E.
24”7 F.L. £/6, in 23” long Lens
Cone. Use as long range,
Telephoto.
Richest fleld

Aero Tessar and Aero Ektar.
to £/22)
”. Lens and cone—wt. 25
Sturdy carrying trunk—wt. 26 lbs

LUS BARGAIN!

AERIAL CAMERA LENSES
Govt. Cost $1218—

$39.50 Used

K.—

Big
lens — for

(wide field, low
47 dia.—precision
Easily
is included.

Price $39.50 f.0.b.
Price $59.50 f.o.b.
Utah

CAMERA HOLDER FOR
Bracket attaches permanently
reflecting or refracting telescopes.
Removable rod holds camera over
eyepiece to take pictures of Moon

. or terrestrial telephoto shots
of distant objects. White metal
projection screen permits you to
see the sun spots! Include

TELESCOPES

brackets, 28 % ” rod, projection screen, screws, direc-

tions.
Order Stock No. 70,162-Q. ...

.$9.95 Postpaid

New! 2 |;Ic 1‘3 %’lrlnoblnatlon
50 POWER MICROSCOPE
and
10 POWER TELESCOPE

ONLY
$4.50
_ppd

ing,
fountain

at any

Send
Order Stock No. 80,059-Q

Useful Tel

scope combin
precision  instrument.
Imported! No larger than a

sports, looking at sma
jects, just plain snooping.

and Micro-
in one amaz-

pen. Telescope is

10 Power. Microscope mag-
nifies 50

Times. Sharp focus
range. Hand; fgr
ob-

Check or M.O.

Satlsfaction Guaranteed
$4.50

BEGINNERS LENS KITS!

Fun for adults! Fun for children!

Kits include plainly

written, illustrated booklet showing how you can build

lots of optical items.

Stock No. 2-Q—10 lenses....
Stock No. 5-Q—45 lenses....
Stock No. 10-Q—80 lenses. ...

..$ 1.00 Postpald
..8 500 Postpald
..$10.00

ASSEMBLED and
READY TO USE!

Famous Mt. Palomar-Type

60 to 160 Power — An Unusual Buy!

You’ll see the Rings of Saturn, the fascinating planet Mars,
oon, Star Clusters, Moons of Jupiter in detail, Galaxies!

This is a fine quahty, American‘made telesco

for clear definition and resolution. Equatorial mount with lock on both

axes—you automatically follow stars across the heavens.

and overcoated 3”7 h.

Focault tested. Telescope comes

mounted Barlow Lens, giving you 6

huge
cope engineered and built

Aluminized
£f/10 mirror. Each mirror
mpped w1th a 60X eyepiece and a

0 power. Accessory eyepieces

diameter high-s

available for higher powers. An Optxcal Finder Telescope, always

so essential, is_also included. Sturdy, hardwood, portable tripod.
Free with scoge V. aluable STAR CHART nnd 272 page
‘‘Astronomy

Stock No. 85,050-Q.............c0vvunennn. $29.95 Postpald

4Y;” ASTRONOMICAL TELESCOPE

Mt. Palomar type! Up to 270 Power. A fine
Reflector Telescope complete with real Equa-
torial Mount_ and Tnpod an X Finder,
Aluminum tube. 4 % ” dia. mirror, rack and
pinion focusing eye-piece holder. 2 eyepieces and
mounted Barlow Lens for 40X, 90X, 120X and

270X. Low cost accessory eyepiece available for
higher powers. Shipping weight approx. 25 1bs.
Stock No. 85.006-Q, complete $74.50 f.o.b. Bar-

rington, N. J.

NEW! STATIC ELECTRICITY GENERATOR
Sturdy, Improved Model

See a thrilling spark dls%lay as
you set off a miniatur

lightning. Absolutely safe and g
harmless — perfect for classroom
experimentation ideal for

Science Clubs, ~Sturdily made—
stands 147 high. Turn the han-
dle and two 9” plastic discs ro-
tate in opposite directions, Metal
collector brushes pick up the static
electricity, store it in the Leyden
jar type condenser until discharged
by the jumping spark. Countless
tricks and experiments. 24-page &&
instruction booklet included.

Stock No. 70,070-Q.............

Take Telephoto
Shots Thru

7x50 MONOCULAR

This is fine quality, Amer-
ican made instrument—
war surplus! Actually % of U.S. Govt. 7 x 50 Binoe-
ular. Used for general observation both day and night
and to take fascinating telephoto shots with your
camera. Brand new, $95 value. Due to Japanese
competition we close these out at a bargain price.
Directions and mounting hints included.

Stock No. 50.003-Q $15.00 Postpald

CLOSE OUT! MECHANICAL DRAWING SET

Regular Price $18.00—Our Price Only $6.00 Pstpd.
American mfr. couldn’t com-
pete with foreign imports—
thus you get a terrific bar-
gain, even far below import
prices. 10 handsome pieces
in velvet-lined case. Nickel
plated brass — precision
American-made. We guaran-
tee you’ll be satisfied or
money refunded.

Stock No. 50,200-Q.............. $6.00 Postpaid

Quantity Price: 5 Sets for $5.50 each Postpaid
10 Sets for $5.00 each Postpald

SLIDE RULE!

$7.00 Value—
Only $3.00

Machine engraved for long life—white solid plastic

CLOSEOUT SALE!

10”7 Slide Rule. Face scales A-B-Cl-C-D-K—R
verse, S-L-T. Inch and centimeter scales top and
bottom. Fine lined etched glass cursor. U. S. Bureau

Standards equivalents and settings. Smooth and easy
slide operation. Made in U.S.A. Direction Booklet
included. Regular $7.00 value and an unusual buy.
Stock No. 30,288-Q.............. $3.00 Postpaid

(Send Check or M.O.—Money-Back Guarantee)

GET FREE CATALOG #Q—World’s largest u-
riety of Optical Items. Bargains galore . . .

Surplus—Imported—Domestic! I1tems for maklno
‘‘Science Fair’’ Projects. Microscopes, Telescopes,
Satellite  Telescopes, Infrared Items, Prlsms,
Lenses. Reticles, Mirrors, etc., low cost Sclence
Teaching Aids. (Request Bulletin 50-Q.)

Ask for FREE CATALOG #Q.

ORDER BY STOCK NUMBER .SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER.

EDMUND SCIENTIFIC CO.,BARRINGTON, N.J.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!



