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LOVINS MICRO-SLIDE FIELD FINDER
527 5[] Now avallable directly from

the manufactarer . . .

LOVINS MICRO-SLIDE
PIELD PINDER
No. 201080130

W. 8 L. £. QURLEY
e T AT Somat .
TROY. K YL A

Ask for Bull. LFF, W. & L. E. Gurley, Troy, N. Y.

—— ASTRONOMY

for everyone
Enjoy SKY AND TELESCOPE magazine monthly.

Profusely illustrated. Observing and telescope
making departments, monthly star and planet
charts. Subscription in U. S.: $5.00, | vyear;

$9.00, 2 years.
SKY AND TELESCOPE

Sample copy, 50¢.

Dept. SNL-1
Cambridge 38, Mass.

GIANT 10 FOOTERS *1°°

Great Fun for Kids
and Adults at Beach,
P’layground or Water
Sport. Inflate to Giant
10 ft., 33 ft. Round,
with air or Gas. Fly-
ing Advt. visible for
miles. Terrific for at-
tracting crowds at
Openings, Fairs, Road-
side Stands, Gas Sta-
tions, Sport Events.
Use as Water Markers
and Buoys. Made of
genuine Neoprene Rub-
ber for extra durabil-
ity. Never Used. Sold
at fraction of cost.
$1 each. Add 10¢
6 for $5. Dozen $10. Colossal
No C.0.D.’s.

33 2nd Ave., Dept. G-2967
New York 3, New York

handling cost each.
30 ft., $5.00 each.

NOVEL MFG.

New “Mechanical Educator” to

IMPROVE MEMORY

Inability to recall names, places, facts quickly is a
common, often costly, shortcoming that can now be
easily overcome with the aid of a new device for self-
instruction, memory and_concentration training. This
versatile new educational tool can also be used effec-
tively in language learning, speech correction and im-
provement, in mastering tables, formulae—anything to
be memorized—{faster than ever.

DORMIPHONE Memory Trmner

* Speeds up learning processes
* Aids concentration
* Provides entertainment

Using a new record-
ing principle, the -
Memory Trainer re-
cords, instantly plays
back, and automati-

cally repeats spee}?h Self-

musie, or any spoken s

or broadcast mate- Contained

rial through a built- Recording Cartridges

in speaker. No reels from 30 seconds

of tape to snarl 41»r to 55 minutes e
rewind. Completely .

portable. Ideal aid Easily removed. Can be stored

or ‘‘erased’” instantly and re-
used repeatedly. Just record,
flip a switch for play-back and

for home, school, in-
dustrial safety train-

ing use. So simple listen!
to use, children £
benefit — so helpful Write TODAY for FREE
and practical, it is folder with complete infor-

mation.

Modernophone, Inc.
125-049 Radio City

used by educators,
psychologists, people
of all ages and pro-

My main interest in the Memory Trainer is for: I
[J Language Learning
[0 Memorization

[0 Speech Improvement I
3 School or College Work I

fessions New York 20, N. Y
P R R L TR TR
| MODERNOPHONE, INC. Circle 7-0830
125-049 Radio City, New York 20, N. Y. I
I Gentlemen: P’lease send me your FREE Booklet I
| I am interested in learning more about the Dormi-
phone Memory Trainer and what it can do for '
I me. No obligation—no salesman will call. '
L R & |
: o R SRR G S B S L e et |
I TSNS Zone o RRED S a e I
)
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MEDICINE
Drug Holds Promise in
Artery Disease Control

» A PILL that might one day, after much
more experimentation, mean the control of
atherosclerosis was described to scientists
meeting at the Federation of American So-
cieties for Experimental Biology in Atlantic
City.

The amount of cholesterol, believed to
be a contributing cause of some heart and
artery disease, was lowered by the adminis-
tration of a new drug, Mer-29, Dr. Thomas
R. Blohm of the Wm. S. Merrell Co., Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, reported.

In tests with monkeys and rats, Dr.
Blohm and associates found that both the
total cholesterol in the body and serum
cholesterol was reduced. Mer-29 apparently
blocks or inhibits the synthesis of cholesterol
at some late stage in its production. The
interference seems to occur with the con-
version of intermediates to cholesterol,
studies with carbon-14-labeled sodium ace-
tate have indicated.

Plasma cholesterol levels in rats dropped
as much as 629, with cholesterol reduction
in the aorta of 21%.

Clinical tests of the drug involving some
80 ambulatory patients, about one-half with
heart disease, show the drug lowers serum
and body cholesterol in humans also. How-
ever, the new drug has been tested for only
six months, researchers reported. It is still
to be determined what the drug’s long-term
effects would be. As yet, toxicity in the
form of nausea and vomiting has been re-
ported as a side effect with higher doses
in some persons.

In the clinical tests it “looks like” con-
tinuous administration of the drug might
be necessary. One pill of 250 milligrams a
day was effective in reducing serum choles-
terol. However, after the drug was with-
drawn, cholesterol levels rose again. No
weight changes were reported for the pa-

tients.
Science News Lletter, April 25, 1959

PUBLIC HEALTH

Proposed FDA Order
Limits Lipstick Shades

» THE WIDE VARIETY of lipstick colors
now available will dwindle rapidly if a
recently proposed order of the Food and
Drug Administration is finally issued.

The order concerns 17 coal-tar colors
that are used principally in lipsticks. The
FDA order would remove these colors from
the approved list of substances that can
be freely used in the manufacture of drugs
and cosmetics.

Laboratory tests have shown that these
colors cannot be certified as harmless for
unrestricted use in products intended for
internal consumption. This includes lip-
stick, which, in normal use, may enter
the digestive tract of women and men.

In addition to the order to stop using the
17 colors, FDA proposed an order to ban
the use of stocks of these colors. Thus,
manufacturers would be prevented from

v [
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making new batches of these colors for
products that would eventually enter the
digestive system, John L. Harvey, deputy
commissioner of food and drugs, explained.

The proposed orders would not affect the
finished product, however. Lipsticks already
produced and those on cosmetic counter
shelves could still be sold. Only stocks of
the colors already made but not in finished
products would be affected.

FDA has not received any reports of
injury to users of lipsticks or drugs or
foods made with the coal-tar colors being
considered.

But under the law as recently interpreted
by the Supreme Court, the FDA cannot
set the amounts of coal-tar colors to be
used in foods, drugs and cosmetics. There-
fore, the agency cannot list and certify the
safety of colors for unrestricted use unless
they are found to be completely harmless,
the deputy commissioner added.

The coal-tar colors offer a wider variety
of shades than other available colors. Ex-
tensive research in this field may produce
safer substitutes. Meanwhile, 21 red colors
remain unaffected by this order.

The FDA order has invited comments
from industry and interested persons. These
comments will be reviewed and considered
before a final order is drafted.

Science News Letter, April 25, 1959

PLANT PHYSIOLOGY
Yeasts, Though Simple,
Can Pick Their Mates

» ALTHOUGH some yeast plants probably
possess the simplest type of sexual differen-
tiation known, they nevertheless know how
to pick their mates.

Recent research reveals for the first time
biochemical differences between mating
types of some yeasts that seem to explain
their mating behavior.

One mating type of the yeast Hansenula
wingei has been found to possess a specific
protein on its cell surface which is comple-
mentary to a polysaccharide, a complex
carbohydrate, on the cell surface of the oppo-
site mating type.

It had been previously reported that sus-
pensions of the vegetative cells of the two
mating types, when brought together under
appropriate conditions, would form a mass
agglutination, or clumping together of cells,
indicating a strong attractive force between
the two types. However, exactly why was
not understood.

The mating component of one of the
types was known to be removable by the
enzyme trypsin, and was therefore probably
a protein.

The mating component of the other mat-
ing type was known to be not a protein
and was thus believed to be a polysaccharide.

In studies reported by Thomas D. Brock,
department of biology, Western Reserve
University. Cleveland, in Science (April 10),
evidence has been found for the necessity of
a polysaccharide for agglutination of one of
the mating types.

The research also shows that there is a
possibility of studying, at the molecular
level, one of the results of gene action.

Science News Letter, April 25, 1959
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