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Rare . . . medium, well-done,

cooked to your taste.

Use indoors or
out.

A MUST—if you care
about good food!

$ 4.95

Postpaid

STEAK TESTER
STEAK JUST THE WAY YOU WANT IT

IT'S UP
TO YOU. Just set this adjustable steak
tester to the way you like your steak.
The glowing bulb tells you when it's

Precision made, easy to clean.

John Surrey, LN, 11 West 32nd St., Dept. SN-24, New York 1, N. Y.
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MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-

terest to scientists, science Leachers and students,
science-minded laymen and hobbyists

¢ per word, payable in advance. Closing date
3 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N S$t., N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

MICROSLIDES
MICROSLIDES: INSECTS. MARINE LIFE, ZO-
ological, Botanical. Brmsh Fresh Water Algae. Send
for Complete list Tee. Esbe Laboratory Sup-
plies, 45 Bloor St., W., Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
MINIATURE STEAM TURBINE
MINIATURE STEAM TURBINE — Efficient, high
speed, will run on heat from solar reflector or bunsen
burner, dramatically demonstrates Newton’s third law

of motion, complete steam turbine ready to run $3.00.
Negravco, 615 Scott Avenue, Redwood City, California.

PRECISION GEARS

SMALL PBECISION GEARS MADE FOR INDUS-
try, William A. Phelps,
Manufacturing Horolocist 4106 % Glenway Avenue,
Cincinnati 5, Ohio.

FREE

THE NEXT ISSUE of
SCIENCE NEWS LETTER
to one of your friends
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MEDICINE
Muscular Dystrophy Clue
Found in Tissue

NEW CLUES suggest that connective tis-
sue, not muscle fiber, harbors the culprit
that causes crippling muscular dystrophy.

Damaging changes occur in muscles
when this disease strikes, leaving its vic-
tims weak and crippled. Two American re-
searchers have now discovered that the
muscle fibers in “a number of cases” have
been invaded and are being destroyed by
enzymes that are found in connective tissue.

Connective tissue binds together and is
the support of the various structures of the
body. These enzymes are present in the
connective tissue that susrounds the decay-
ing muscle fibers, Geoffrey H. Bourne and
M. Nelly Golarz, department of anatomy,
Emory University, Atlanta, explain.

It is entirely possible that connective
tissue produces an abundance of these en-
zymes which in turn penetrate muscle fiber
to the extent that they destroy the normal
supply of nourishment to the muscle, the
authors suggest.

Or, there may be a defect in the muscle
fibers themselves that causes the formation
of these enzymes in connective tissue.

Their third theory suggests that some
of the elements in muscle fiber may be
“leaking” past without being used by the
muscle. The enzymes in connective tissue
surrounding these muscles might be pre-
venting the normal replacement of this
leakage.

Whichever theory is correct, it now ap-
pears that the presence of these enzymes
must have some significant role in the
cause of muscular dystrophy, the investiga-
tors report in Nature (June 20).
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SOCIOLOGY
Brides and Grooms
Are Younger Than Ever

TODAY'S BRIDES and grooms are
younger than any others in the nation’s
history, the Population Reference Bureau
reported.

The average age for first marriages in
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the U. S. last year was 23 for men and 20
for women. More girls married at 18 than
at any other age.

In 1890, men averaged 26 at first mar-
riage and women averaged 22. Since then,
the average age has been declining slowly
but steadily.

Last year about 45% of women marry-
ing for the first time and slightly more
than 13%, of firsttime grooms were less
than 20 years of age, the Bureau reported.
Idaho’s newly married couples were the
youngest, with brides averaging 19 and
grooms 22. Connecticut’s were the oldest,
22 and 24.6 respectively.

The Bureau offered no reason for the
trend toward early marriages.

Factors believed to contribute, however,
are the naton’s continued economic pros-
perity, teen-agers “going steady” at progres-
sively younger ages, and a significant per-
centage of pre-marital pregnancies in young
girls. The G.I Bill of Rights financial aid
to college students, making it easier for
them to marry while still in school, is
another possible factor.

The Bureau also reported about one-
fourth of last year’s marriages in the U. 8.
were remarriages. One of every 20 divorced
women that remarried was a teen-ager.
Divorced men remarried, on the average,
at 36 and divorced women at 31.

Last year’s marriages, the Bureau said,
were the fewest since 1939. This was at-
tributed primarily to the 1958 business re-
cession, although the low birth rates in
the 1930’s and the high birth rates since
1945 were given as secondary reasons.
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—(Questions—

ASTRONOMY—Where can the
Regulus by Venus be seen? p. 2.

MEDICINE—What relationship  has
found between high 1.Q. and gout? p. 7.

PUBLIC HEALTH—How would a nuclear war
between the U.S. and the Soviet Union affect
fallout over the world? p. 5.

eclipse of

been

Photographs: Cover, Joint Committee on Atomic
Energy; p. 3, General Electric Company; p. 5,
University of California’s Radiation Labora-
tory; p. 10, Nati | Academy of Sci
p. 11, University of Washington; p. 16, East-
man Chemical Products Inc.
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The long-range timber goal of the U. S.
Forest Service is an annual harvest of 21.1
billion board feet, about three times the
1957 annual cut.

The only rare earth not found in nature
is promethium, a fission product of uran-
ium-235, named for the Greek god of fire
because it is created only in the furnace
of nuclear didintegration.

www.jstor.org



