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Infant Acquires Addiction

A CHILD can become a dope addict before
he is born if his mother takes narcotics
during her pregnancy.

The problem of addiction in the newborn
infant may multiply in the near future due
to the increasing trend in drug addiction,
Drs. Ralph W. Cobrinik, R. Thornton Hood
Jr., and Emanuel Chusid, all of the New
York Medical College, explain.

The three investigators studied 22 new-
born infants whose mothers were addicts
plus a review of the literature of the nar-
cotics problem in the newborn since 1875.

Their conclusions were that:

1. Infants exhibit narcotic addiction by
presenting difficulty in feeding, vomiting
and diarrhea, yawning, sneezing and fever.
The severity of these symptoms appeared
to depend upon how much of the narcotic
was taken by the mother and her method of
taking it.

2. Paragoric, phenobarbital, chlorproma-
zine, calcium and reserpine were used in
treating the infants. The most effective re-
sults were obtained with paragoric and
chlorpromazine in diminishing amounts.

MEDICINE

Too rapid or too sudden a reduction of the
dose only brought the infant back to its
condition at birth.

3. A review of the literature revealed that
one mother who took a large daily dose of
morphine, 600 mgs, delivered a normal in-
fant. One of the 22 mothers studied took
less but had an addicted infant at birth.
Therefore, each mother’s ability to addict
her unborn child is an individual case.

4. Among those infants addicted through
their mothers, 37 received no therapy. Of
these, 33 died, the doctors report in their
review of available literature.

Many doctors appear to agree that if the
addicted pregnant woman is not seen until
her seventh month of pregnancy, there
should be no attempt to withdraw her from
the drug until two months after the birth
of the baby. Since they have obtained excel-
lent results with proper care of the new-
born, there is little reason to jeopardize the
pregnancy by treating the mother severely,
the researchers report in Pediatrics (Aug.).
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Test Synthetic Narcotic

THE LONG ARM of the Narcotics Bureau
is encircling a synthetic drug even before
it hits the market.

Whether or not the drug proves to be
useful as a pain killer is incidental to nar-
cotics investigators. They want to be sure
that it is not mass produced for indiscrim-
inate distribution to the public.

The drug is 3-Hydroxy-N-phenacylmor-
phinan. It has been produced to kill pain.
It may do the job. It may not.

Clinical studies are being conducted by
the U. S. Public Health Service Hospital in
Lexington, Ky. Previous studies revealed to
scientists that the drug, supplied by Hoff-
mann-La Roche, Inc., Nutley, N. J., can cause
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Find Genetic

“NAKED” MICE have provided the scien-
tific world with a mysterious link in the
heredity chain.

These mice that lose all of their hair by
the time they reach the age of seven months
are a special offshoot of normal, hairy mice.
The “naked” mice comprise a separate mu-
tant group.

Drs. W. F. Hollander and John W.
Gowen of Iowa State College, Ames, report
in the Proceedings of the Society for Ex-
perimental Biology and Medicine (July).

The female mice belonging to the group
that loses its hair appear to have some
genetic antagonism toward their own babies.
An unusual number of the babies of these

addiction. Now they want to determine if it
can kill pain.

More than 35 such synthetic drugs have
been produced over the past few years.
Only a few have made the grade as pain
killers because they must also lack strong
addicting properties. The ideal pain killer
would be effective, yet have no poisonous
side effects and no addicting properties.

Those that have been accepted for medi-
cal purposes and are available only on pre-
scription include Dromoran, methadone,
Demerol, and Nisentil. All are under the
Government’s narcotics regulations because
they are capable of causing addiction when
used over a period of time.
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Link
mice die within two weeks after birth,
the researchers explain.

When one of these “naked” females is
mated with a normal male, genetic law in
this instance states that half of the offspring
will be hairy, the other half will be hairless
within seven months. But such matings pro-
duced twice as many mature hairless mice
as normal. This was found to be due to a
high mortality rate among the newborn
hairy babies.

These deaths are due mainly to the size
of the litter and milk feeding problems, and
growth disturbances, all of which were more
significant among the naked mothers’ litters.

Yet when the situation was reversed, and
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the “naked” male was mated with a nor-
mal, hairy female, the scientists received the
expected ratio of one normal baby for each
eventually hairless one. This means that
the mortality rate for the “naked” female
litters was three times as high as the
mortality rate for litters of normal females.

Babies that died were the “runts” of the
litters. Many of these babies broke one or
more legs. The offspring of naked mothers
exhibited fragile bones, inadequate lung in-
flation and inferior growth, the scientists
report.

It is conceivable that some such antag-
onistic gene property is operating in mon-
goloidism, they suggest.
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