——ASTRONOMY
For Everyone

Enjoy SKY AND TELESCOPE magazine monthly.
Profusely illustrated. Observing and telescope
making departments, monthly star and planet
charts.  Subscription in U.S.: $5.00, | year;
$9.00, 2 years. Sample copy, 50¢.
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New “Mechanical Educator to

IMPROVE MEMORY

Learn faster than ever with new device effective for
‘learning languages, speech, tables, facts, formulae, ete.

DORMIPHONE MEMORY TRAINER

* Speeds up learning processes gu
* Aids concentration
* Provides entertainment

The Memory Trainer
records, instantly
plays back, and
when clock 1is set,
automatically re-
peats speech, music,

any material at Self-
r,ezulnl: intber'Yta]s Contained

-in
SoIoREr Mo resis of  Recording Cartridges
tape to snarl or re- from 30 seconds
wind. Portable. to 55 minutes

Easily removed. Can be stored
or ‘‘erased’”’ instantly and re-
used repeatedly.

Write TODAY for FREE
tors, psychologists, folder with complete infor-
people of all ages. mation.

Modernophone, Inc., 125-119 RadioCity,N.Y.,20,N.Y.

FABULOUS, NEW

5-Ft. Long Balloons

Twist Into A Thousand Shapes!
GIRAFFES-DACHSHUNDS—Pets of All Kinds

Ideal aid for work,
school, child train-
ing,  entertainment
—Used by educa-

Made of s :dd 25¢

ade o ostage

Live Latex 2 0 0 FOR I and
Handling

Delight Kiddies—Grown-Ups, Too!

Almost 5 feet long when inflated. Balloons this
size usually sell up to 25¢ each.

Send only $1 now. Plus 25¢ postage and handling
for 200 in o variety of gay colors! Supply limited
at this low price, so order several sets NOW for
GUARANTEED PROMPT DELIVERY. MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE. FREE Complete Instructions.

MURRAY HILL HOUSE

Dept. B-81-C, P.O. Box 251, Bethpage L. I, N. Y.
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STORY OF THE GEMS
By HERBERT P. WHITLOCK

Curator of Minerals and Gems,
American Museum of Natural
History

“The best popular book on gems we have

seen . . . Combines in happy fashion the
complete mineralogical background of
precious and semi-precious stones with
e¢nough of the fascinating history of gems
to make the book much more than a man-
ual of cuttable stones . . . Very fine illus-
trations of cut gems, some in color, and
of carved jade and other precious stones.
An excellent book for the small library
since it covers accurately a wide fiecld.”"—
Saturday Review of Literature.

Large handsome format
PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED

$5.95 postfree
5-Day Money-Back Guarantee

EMERSON BOOKS, Inec.

Dept. 841-L, 251 W. 19 St.,, N. Y. 11

ROCKETS AND MISSILES
Pentagon Reports
Discoverer VI Down

THE DEPARTMENT of Defense reports
that America’s Discoverer VI satellite fell
back to earth between 5 and 8 p.m. Oct. 20,
one day later than scientists had estimated.

The Discoverer had completed its 965th
pass, and no report was given as to where
the vehicle may have come down.

The 1,700-pound Discoverer VI was
launched Aug. 19 into a polar orbit. It
carried a 300-pound reentry capsule which
was not recovered.

The Smithsonian Astrophysical Labora-
tory at Cambridge, Mass., reports that Ex-
plorer 1V fell two days later, on Oct. 22.
Launched July 26, 1958, the 38.4-pound
satellite carried experiments for measuring
corpuscular radiation at several intensities
and temperatures inside the satellite. (See

p. 301.)
Science News Letter, November 7, 1959

MEDICINE

Hypnosis Loses Favor

Of Some Researchers
HYPNOSIS is becoming less popular as a
medical tool, due to the abuse and misuse

of hypnotism by novices, Dr. Bernard B.
Raginsky of Montreal, president of the

special panel on clinical hypnosis of the

Pan American Medical Association, re-
ported.

Hypnosis is used much more in the
U.S. and in South American countries than
in Canada, he said, but many doctors who
want to learn hypnosis do not want to
learn the psychological aspects of its use.

However, it is very popular for childbirth
and also certain phases of dentistry, and is
a helpful tool when the doctor wants to
reduce the patient’s anxiety. This is par-
ticularly true in dentistry.

Also, hypnosis can be useful to the sur-
geon who wishes to keep the patient abso-
lutely still or prevent him from coughing,
Dr. Raginsky said. The novice, however,
wants to use hypnosis in every case, often
where it does not apply.

An Effective Tool

It can also be an effective tool where
ordinary psychotherapy does not work. For
instance, many times a patient is hiding
something from himself, the Montreal scien-
tist said. An example would be the pilot
who does not want to admit that he caused
a crash. This can be drawn out of a patient
with the aid of hypnosis.

Contrary to some reports, a person will
do things under hypnosis that he would not
do ordinarily, Dr. Raginsky said. He re-
ported how, during World War II, he in-
duced a soldier, while under hypnosis, to
attack his commanding officer.

“He almost slit the officer’s throat, be-
cause I had convinced him that the officer
was a Japanese soldier,” Dr. Raginsky re-
ported.

Delving into the field of space medicine,
Dr. Raginsky said it had been suggested

j
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that the seven astronauts be put under hyp-
nosis for their space flights. Hypnosis will
reduce the spaceman’s metabolism without
reducing his mental powers.

The Russians are preparing their astro-
nauts for space flight by Pavlovian condi-
tioning, he said. This is a simple type of
learning for which the Russian physiologist,
Pavlov, is famous.

It consists of associating a stimulus for
which the body has an automatic response
with another, neutral, stimulus. A famous
example of this was the association of the
sound of a bell with the sight or smell of
food until a dog’s mouth would water at
the sound of a bell alone.

Science News Letter, November 7, 1959
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