SOCKET ANTENNA

No More "Rabbit Ears"— |
Roof Antenna Problems l
|

Plugs Into Any Electric Outlet
For Perfect Reception

i

l Amazing new Socket TV Antenna uses pre-
' sent household electric wiring to give super-
clear reception even in '‘fringe areas’”. Elimin-
l ates unsightly ‘‘rabbit ears”, roof antennas—
yet costs nothing to use! Socket Antenna nev-
er wears out—there are no pieces to replace,
nothing to break down. Plugs into any elec-
l trical outlet—stays COMPLETELY out of
sight. Don’t spend large sums of money for
costly antennas and installation—try the
' Socket Antenna for reception you never
dreamed possible. Satisfaction guaranteed or
. money back. Send only $4.95.

LDAMAR'S, 75-M Damar Bidg., Elizabeth, N.u

ASTRONOMICAL
COMPONENTS
A AGIRAS

FOR THAT SPECIAL
' CHRlS‘I’S GIFT

BRANDON OCULARS

These oculars are the choice of the

amateur as well as the profes-
sional. 1%” O.D. Stocked in the
following sizes 4, 6, 8, 12, 16, 24,
32mm F.L. $15.95 each

BRANDON OBJECTIVES

These fully corrected airspaced
coated objectives are the standard
of the astronomer throughout the
world. Mounted in a precision cell.

4” Dia.—60” F.L. $138.00
3” Dia.—45” F.L. $ 62.00

Shipped prepaid Airmail. All Com-
ponents Guaranteed. Write for our
NEW CATALOG “B”

SOON AVAILABLE

A complete 4” Refractor Telescope
with all accessories.

LIBRASCOPE P. R.

Guaynabo Puerto Rico
Formerly BRANDON INSTRUMENTS

GEOLOGY

Old Faithful Has Rival

A GEYSER that rivals Yellowstone’s Old
Faithful is spouting hot water 150 to 200
feet into the air and promises to be a new
tourist attraction.

Located 35 miles east of Lakeview, Ore.,
the geyser resulted from a search for nat-
ural steam for power purposes.

After drilling 1,682 feet and not finding
sufficient water on the Charles Crump
ranch, the Nevada Thermal Power Com-
pany abandoned the project on June 29.

Two days later, a geyser of hot water
spouted up through the casing, and pres-
ent indications lead to the belief that
Oregon has a rival to Yellowstone’s Old
Faithful. While the famous geyser in
Wyoming erupts to a height of 120 feet,
the southern Oregon spectacular waterspout
reaches a height of 150 to 200 feet. Not
only that, but the flow is continuous. It
erupts at a rate of 67 feet per second, with
a flow of 400 to 600 gallons a minute, at a
temperature of 200 degrees Fahrenheit at
the casing.

Tourists, local residents and the ranch
owner himself, who is using the runoff for

PUBLIC HEALTH

Japan's Birth

THE MOST RAPID drop in birth rate
ever recorded occurred in Japan during the
ten years from 1947 to 1956.

The birth rate fell from 34.3 (per 1,000
population) in 1947 to 18.5 in 1956. It fell
further to 17.2 in 1957 but rose again to 18
in 1958.

Japan has a population of about 92,000,
000 contained within an area about the
size of the state of Montana. Her popula-
tion density is more than 640 persons per
square mile, compared with 58 per square
mile in this country. Japan, therefore, faces
the dangers involved in overpopulation.

The number of births in Japan seems to
have diminished more than might be ex-
pected solely from the postponement of
marriage and the usual effects of indus-
trialization and city life.

Perhaps more significant were the in-
creased use of modern contraceptive tech-
niques, and early legal aborton and
sterilization.

Before 1948, Japanese law forbade abor-
tion except in cases of medical emergency.
In 1948, however, the Eugenic Protection
Act was passed, aimed' at the protection of
women whose health would be endangered
by childbirth, and at prevention of in-
ferior progeny that might be expected if
children were born to unhealthy mothers.

This law, which also permitted extension
of birthcontrol facilities and sterilization
for health reasons, was amended in 1949
to allow physicians to make economic fac-
tors a consideration in deciding whether a
woman’s health might be endangered by
further childbearing. The 1948 law and its
later modifications, however, were centered
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irrigating before it drains into Crump Lake
through canals, vigorously protested the
original decision of the State Engineering
Department and the attorney general to cap
the spectacular spouter because it was
“wasting water” and because no permit
had been issued for drilling. Popular opin-
ion won and the attraction is destined to be
one of America’s tourist meccas, including,
as it does, another hot spring 100 yards
east and a true geyser about 100 feet to
the north.

Water analysis by the state sanitary au-
thority shows 956 solid parts per million
parts of water. There is a half part of
arsenic per million parts of water.

Thought to be the only perpetual geyser
in the world, the state’s geologists doubt
that it will continue in that category. State
engineer Lewis R. Stanley, knowing that
the geyser runs through 100 feet of loose,
alluvial material at the surface, early in
September warned that it might soon cave
in and become just a bubbling hot spring.

But Lakeview’s geyser is spouting un-
abated, regardless of adverse forecasts.

Science News letter, November 28, 1959

Rate Drops

on health
control.

The number of induced abortions in
Japan was reported as 246,000 in 1949 and
as 1,170,000 in 1955. Sterlization of 42,000
women was reported for 1955. Another in-
dication of the drift of public opinion
toward family limitation was a 1955 survey
in which nearly two-thirds of those inter-
viewed were in favor of such control.

These statistics were reported in a bulle-
tin issued by the Population Reference
Bureau.

Science News Letter, November 28, 1959

ASTRONOMY
"Lost’’ Meteor Stream
Rediscovered in Photos

A “LOST” meteor stream, which gave the
spectacular Andromedid heavenly displays
of “shooting stars” in 1872 and 1885, has
been rediscovered by astronomical detective
work using photographic plates.

Three astronomers from Harvard Col-
lege Observatory and Boston University
fcund 23 meteors during a five-year period
that follow the orbit of the comet causing
the Andromedid shower. These are the
remnants of the swarm, they report in the
Astronomical Journal (June).

When observed in 1875, the meteor
stream was 400,000 miles thick, Drs. Gerald
S. Hawkins, Richard B. Southworth and
Francis Stienon have calculated. Since
then, the swarm has been spread about
considerably, resulting in a decline from
about 15,000 meteors visible hourly in 1885
to about one every five hours at the present
tame.

rather than on population

Science News Letter, November 28, 1959
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