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Insane or Faking?

Nearly half of the Federal prisoners sent to a medical
center for psychiatric examination have some mental illness.
About one-third are returned to court for trial.

By MARJORIE VAN DE WATER

» WHEN YOU READ in the newspaper
that a person charged with a Federal offense
is sent to a mental hospital for psychiatric
examination, how do you picture that per-
son? Do you think he must be a murderer
making a desperate attempt to save his
own life by feigning insanity?

Dr. Charles E. Smith, assistant medical
director of the United States Bureau of
Prisons, and Kenneth R. Strawberry, a
clinical psychologist associated with him,
give us a profile of the typical person
coming up for such psychiatric examination.
The profile is based on a study of 450 men
referred to the Medical Center for Federal
Prisoners, Springfield, Mo.

The typical referred prisoner is not a
murderer but was involved in some kind
of a property crime. Murder is not ordin-
arily a Federal offense; it is a state crime.
The largest group of referred offenders
(38%,) were those charged with automobile
theft. Another 34%, were charged with other
property offenses and nonviolent crimes
such as mail theft, forgery, income tax vio-
lation, fraud, draft violation and impersona-
ton.

Bank robbery was a comparatively rare
offense among the referred prisoners—only
one man out of ten was charged with this
offense. An even smaller percentage, less
than one percent, of all the men who go to
Federal prisons go there for bank robbery.

40.5% Have Psychotic Condition

Are these prisoners really insane or are
they shamming? After a three-month exam-
ination, the staff of the Medical Center
diagnosed nearly half (40.5%,) as suffering
from some kind of psychotic condition. In
addition, nearly one out of ten was mentally
defective.

This high rate is a good indication, Dr.
Smith and Mr. Strawberry point out in a
report to the Public Health Service, that the
courts and investigative officers are using
a sound basis for picking the prisoners
they send for psychiatric examination. The
men they send are picked either because
they have been treated for mental illness in
the past or because of some bizarre con-
ditions involved in their criminal acts.

The typical man coming to the Medical
Center for psychiatric examination is about
30 years old. He is single and white. He
got as far in school as the seventh or eighth
grade at the age of 15 years and left home
about a year or two later. He has no de-
pendents and lists his occupation as either
semi-skilled, service or laboring.

The longest time he ever held any one
job was less than three years. He had

four or more jobs in the ten years before
his arrest. During that ten-year period, he
moved around some, too, and lived in from
one to three different states.

He had been in a mental hospital before
and has a record of from one to three prior
arrests for felony.

When a man is referred to the Medical
Center for psychiatric examination, the staff
must make two separate decisions.

1. Is the man competent to stand trial?
Under the present law, a person cannot be
tried for a Federal offense if he is “unable
to understand the proceedings against him
or to properly assist in his own defense.”

2. Is the man so mentally ill that he can-
not be considered responsible for his acts
at the time the crime was committed?

In the group studied, a diagnosis of
major mental disorder did not necessarily
mean that the man was judged to be in-
competent to stand trial. A little more

than two-thirds (67%,) of the mentally ill
prisoners were considered to be incompetent.

Roughly, one-third were returned to the
court for trial. Of those who were brought
to trial, less than half (49.5%) received
prison sentences. Other persons were placed
on probation or were released because the
charges were dropped.

Nearly 409 of those who were tried
were acquitted because they were insane at
the time of the offense.

If less than half of those found com-
petent to stand trial went to prison, only
10.9%, of those found incompetent were let
off “scot free.”

A little over one-third of the schizo-
phrenics (the most common mental illness)
sent to the Medical Center during 1956 re-
covered enough to be returned to the court
for trial after less than a year of treatment.

Of the 231 persons found to be incom-
petent to stand trial, one-third were trans-
ferred to various mental hospitals in the
states in which they had their residence.

But even of those who were released, few
stayed long at large. Of the 183 persons,
23%, had been re-arrested within one year
and another 13%, had been re-arrested

MENTAL TEST—The medical officer is finding out how well the young
prisoner can “draw a man.” This standard mental test reveals certain types
of mental abnormalities by distortions in the figure—perbaps a buge bhead or
bands, a very long neck or no neck at all or feet attached directly to the body.
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within two to four years of their release.
Another 15%, were readmitted to a mental
hospital within five years.

In nearly every case where the released
person was re-arrested, the new offense was
similar to the offense for which the man
had been previously arrested.

In eight cases, or 129, the new charges
were of offenses involving direct assaults
on other persons. Two of the re-arrests
were on charges of murder.

Although a relatively high rate of relaps-
ing into earlier criminal habits was found
among mentally ill offenders, it appears
that the community is being reasonably well
safeguarded from further depredations by
those mentally ill offenders who are known
to be of the most dangerous type.

Relationship to Offense

A definite relationship was found between
the type of mental illness diagnosed and the
type of offenses charged. Nearly half
(45.4%,) of the offenses against persons
were committed by individuals with some
type of paranoid illness. Paranoid persons
are extremely suspicious and fearful. Many
of their attacks on others are directed against
those they imagine to be plotting against
them or attempting to do them harm.

Nearly 389, of the men studied at the
Medical Center were diagnosed as having
significant paranoid illness. It is therefore
apparent that paranoid patients—in terms
of their numbers, the chronic character of
their illness and the seriousness of their
offenses—make up a substantial portion of
the total problem of the mentally incom-
petent Federal offenders.

The individual kept at the Medical
Center because he is found incompetent to
stand trial is given modern psychiatric
treatment. This may include the use of
tranquilizing drugs, psychotherapy, insulin
shock treatment and electric shock treat
ment—either singly or in combination.

In the days before tranquilizers were
available, nearly 30%, of the patients re-
ceived either electric shock treatment or
insulin shock treatment. With the intro-
duction of the tranquilizing drugs at the
Medical Center in 1954, use of the shock
treatments declined. The tranquilizers are
now given to about 30% of the patients.
Apparently the same types of patients who
were once treated with shock treatments are
now given tranquilizers.

The rates of recovery and the duration
of hospitalization for recovered patients
during the period when shock treatment
was given do not differ markedly from
those during the period when tranquilizing
drugs have been used.
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TECHNOLOGY
Future Telephone’s
Pushbuttons Tested

» IF AMERICANS one day punch tele-
phone numbers instead of dialing them,
they may use a phone with pushbuttons in
a square with three numbers on a side and
the zero below the middle vertical column.
In a Bell Telephone Laboratories test, this
arrangement was preferred by users over
two vertical rows of buttons, two horizontal
rows or a circular arrangement.
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FREE FILMS

The Free Films you need to enrich,
vitalize, and enliven textbook teach-
ing are listed in the New, 1960
EDUCATORS GUIDE TO FREE FILMS
Avuthoritative — Comprehensive
Easy-to-Use
Available for $9.00
on 30-day approval

Educators Progress Service
Dept. SNL Randolph, Wisconsin

New “Mechanical Educator” to

IMPROVE MEMORY

Learn faster than ever with new device effective for
learning languages, speech, tables, facts, formulae, etc.

DORMIPHONE MEMORY TRAINER

* Speeds up learning processes
* Aids concentration
* Provides entertainment

The Memory Trainer
records, instantly
plays back, and
when clock js set,
automatically re-
peats speech, music,
any material at
regular intervals
through a built-in
speaker. No reels of
tape to snarl or re-
wind. Portable.
Ideal aid for work,

Self-
Contained
Recording Cartridges i
from 30 seconds

to 556 minutes
Easﬂy removed. Can be stored

school, child _train- or ‘‘erased”’ msmnuy and re-
ing entertainment used repeated]

—Used by educa- Write ODA for FREE
tors,  psychol folder with complete informa-

ologis
people of all azes tion. No salesman will call.
Modernophone, Inc., 125-090 Radio City, N.Y. 20, N.Y.

USED AND APPROVED
BY LEADING UNIVERSITIES!

Model RV-6

6-INCH
DYNASCOPE

Reflecting
Telescope

includes
these features:

® Electric Drive
® Rotating Tube
® Setting Circles

Only
519475 Completely
orta
F.O.B. Hartford Entire telescope
Shipping Wt. dismantles in
50 Ibs. Express minutes for

charges collect

Easy Terms
Available!

Finest American-made 6-inch reflector in its
price range! Save $100 or more, yet get all
these fine features. f/8 6-inch mirror accurate to
% wave ¢ 3 matched eyepieces (76X, 150X,
843X) e 6x30 Achromatic finderscope ¢ Heavy-
duty mount with setting circles ® Rack & Pinion
eyepiece holder ¢ Sturdy lightweight tripod.

CRITERION MANUFACTURING COMPANY

Dept. NL-67, 331 Church St., Hartford 1, Conn.

I crlwlon Hlnuucwrlnu Company
| Deﬁ - 331 cm&;ch St., Haruord 1, conn
n u yonr uncon
| ship me promptly the RV& DYNAQO%PE |
My payment of $194.95 is enclosed.

| O Please send FREE LITERATURE on the
| RV-6 Dynascope and your other DYNA-
I SCOPES priced as low as $49.95. |

IS U A TS S SkVE a g eeies s bioates §i |
| AGErES. .. .. .cvcoonovrecssinnsssnvanies |
I BIIPES o e i 3 o adin e v sl wias Oats.ccovsess
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Stock No. 1633-Q.

OPTICAL BARGAINS

Order by 8tock No.—S8end Check or M.O.—
Satisfaction or Money Back!

OFFSPRING OF SCIENCE . . . REALLY BEAUTIFUL!
CIRCULAR DIFFRACTION—GRATING JEWELRY

Shimmering rainbows of gemlike
color in jewelry of exquisite beauty
—made with CIRCULAR DIF-
FRACTION—GRATING REP-
LICA. Just as a prism breaks up
light into its full range of individual
colors, so does the diffraction grat-
ing. Promises to become & rage in
current fashion.

Q Earrings ...... ..8$2.75 Pstpd.
Q Cuff Links .. g 2.76 PM
Pendant ........ $2.76 Pstpd.
2PINS ..coceees $2.76 Pstpd.
TieClasp ........ $2.75 Pstpd.

itum all in on
et: PBIBM
‘HO GRAT!NG‘

ING _FIL
NS DOUBLE—CONV‘EX
14 x 48mm; N _WITH OP-
TIOS

32 iw{ ti
-page instruction
BEGINNER'S LENS
KIT.” 10 lenses to mko m%g
os tical jtems; ‘‘STAR & SAT-
PATHFINDER’ Instruction Book:
TA\IGULAR MAGNIFIER. An excellent value.
8tock No. 50,204-Q $3.00 Pstpd.

AGES-OLD FOSSIL COLLECTIONS
Millions of years old! 3 full sets
—30 fantastio plant md animal
ossils—all for $3.75. ARTH
SCIEN’I‘IS’I‘ SET: Dlnouur bone,
crinoid stem, horn coral, worm

ben. petriﬂed wood, bryozoa stem

scallop, oyster, % mii
ol CARBONIFEROUS sE‘r Bnchlpod
— md°gu'mcn“§'h%kous SBT Bnchlpod
ed wood, etc. All three

Here’s a Terrific Buy!
WAR SURPLUS! American-Made!

7 x 50 BINOCULARS

Big savings! Brand new! 1
clear viewing—7 power. ery

optical element is coated. An ex-
cellent night glass—the liu rec-
;m:ﬂmﬁd 1 -~y tutelli Exit
ndividual eye focus.
e : * 7 mm. Approx. fleld at 1, 080
yds. is 376 ft. Carrying case included. America
Tx50's normllly cost $195. Our war surplus prlee

]
Stock No. 1533-0 . . . .only $55.00 pstpd. (tax Incl.)

FLANNEL BOARD AND
CUTOUTS

Teaching aid for all ages—from 5
up. Children enjoy doing simple
arithmetic, mathematics problems

primary associations, alphabet and
word drills, or use as means of
self-expression. Flannel
Board is 127 x d.
More than 150 colored Felt Cut-
numbers, animals, shapes.

v PR R $3.98 Postpaid

NEW! BRAINIAC COMPUTER SET

A fascinating and interesting in-
troduction to the important new
field of the computer. Makes such
devices as: interplanetary time and
space calculator, reasoning ma-
chine, logic games, intelligence
tester, many other experimental
units. 1 connections are with
nuta and bolts—no soldering nec-

letters,
Stock No. 70,291

outs,

Designs can be chnnged in minutes. Complete with
23-page Booklet—plus_ 9

ments. Overall size: 15” x
No. 70,30

electncal research experi-
RN i e b $ ...$11.95 postpaid

Take Telephoto Shots
Thru
7 x 50 MONOCULAR

This is fine quality, Ameri-
can made trument—war
&% surplus! Actullly of U.S.
Gorvt. B nocullr
Used for zmml obsention both dly and night an
to take fascinating telephoto shots with your umm
Brand new. Due to Japanese competition we close
)t.hebe outl 3;1 bargain price. Directions and mounting
ints inclu
Stook No. 50,003-Q.............. $15.00 Pstpd.

FREE CATALOG-Q
128 Pages! Over 1000 Bargcmsl

America’s No. 1 source of supply for
science enters, hobbyists. Com-
plete lme of Asuonomlcal Telescope
gnm and assembled Telesco)

uge selection of

surplus optical instruments, parts and
accessories. Telescopes, microse
satellite scopes binoculars,

items for mal

Stock

sniperscol
ence Fair’’ projects, m
and teach\v aids. Reques
YME T

‘I’AILB WITH CATALO

MUND SCIENTIFIC co

ARRINGTON, NEW JERSEY




