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Migraine May Cause Death

» MIGRAINE may cause death under cer-
tain conditions. Dr. Erik Ask-Upmark,
Royal University of Uppsala, Sweden, lists
four conditions under which death may
result.

1. Ophthalmoplegic migraine (affecting
the eyes) may be due to an aneurysm of
an artery that may rupture and be fatal.

2. Paroxysmal tachycardia (rapid heart
action coming on and stopping) may be
equivalent to migraine. It is apt to occur
in families with migraine, so that an indi-
vidual may have migraine at one time and
the heart condition at another. Most cases
of paroxysmal tachycardia can be handled,
but if no adequate assistance is given during
a severe attack, the circulation may be
blocked as in pulmonary embolism.

3. There are rare instances of migraine
connected with bradycardia (slow heart),
and if in such a case ergotamine tartrate is
injected into the veins, the heart may stop.
Quick treatment with adrenaline may
counteract the symptoms.

4. An increasingly common complication
is in the kidneys, and can cause death by
uremia (a toxic condition in which urine is
in the blood).

Dr. Ask-Upmark says the kidney com-
plication may be caused by long dosage with

phenacetin or by ergotamine tartrate for the
relief of migraine headaches.

A fatal case was that of a 56-year-old
physician, who because of migraine since
childhood had been taking remedies con-
taining mainly phenacetin. He died of
uremia.

Seven others who escaped death but had
advanced uremia were among those who
had taken phenacetin. In addition, one
woman had been taught by her physician
to give herself injections of ergotamine
tartrate.

Migraine may occur in from three to 309,
of the population, Dr. Ask-Upmark reports
in the British Medical Journal, Sept. 17,
1960, but usually is not prolonged or dan-
gerous in a large percentage. It occurs
more commonly in women than in men,
so that if both sexes are considered, and
“only severe cases embittering life for a
number of years are included,” three per-
cent may be more accurate.

Animal experiments have failed to show
proof that kidney trouble is caused by
phenacetin. The doctor concludes that small
doses of phenacetin used occasionally seem
to be fairly safe, but that large doses taken
over a number of years may bring about a
form of nephritis that can cause death.
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PORRO PRISM

45-90-45 degree, small size.
Perfect. Coated. & Navy
used such. For binoculars, spec-
trum, projection, reversing ex-
periments. Very limited stock.

Five dollar value.......... ONLY $1.00 P.P.

HARRY RQSS Scientific & Lab Apparatus

Never before has
there ever been a
Perpetual Calendar

61-L Reade 8t., N.Y. 7, N.Y.
such as this. A com-
plete year on_each

PERPETUAL
ST CALENDAR

the page for any year from 1 A.D. to 2400 A.D.
Send $1.00 now, with your name and address to:

R. M. BARTLAND 1225 chiui Avenue

Rochester 11, N. Y.

FABULOUS

SET
GERMCgLNLEYc”ON

Giant Ship set, Moon-
rocket giant, Sports and
Flowers sets, Scarce Se-
tenant, ancient art treas-
ures, concentration camp, error, sport races PLUS
dozens of other topical issues. This entire stamp col-
lection together with a 48-page STAMP DICTION-
ARY is yours for only 25¢' Bargain approval offers
included. STAMPEX COMPANY, Box 47-BNL,
White Plains, New York.

COMPRESSED TABLETS
(Non-medical) Made to Order

Very small sizes to the very largest.

t. E -
mental work undertaken. If you need tablets
made, write us for quotations.

R. P. CARGILLE LABORATORIES, INC.

117 Liberty Street New York 6, N. Y.

ANNOUNCING TWO NEW FEATURES OF THE
DISTINGUISHED EDUCATION PROGRAM OF
THE MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION

GUIDE TO EDUCATION AIDS AVAILABLE FROM THE CHEMICAL INDUSTRY

A 20-page booklet describing contents and sources of more than 150 brochures,
folders, bulletins, flow-charts and other literature, prepared by the Association’s
Member Companies and MCA itself. Screened by nationally known authorities,
these materials have particular value to teachers and students of chemistry. It’s
a companion piece to MCA’s “Film Guide to Chemicals, Chemistry and the <
Chemical Industry.” Single copies free to educators.

CAREERS AHEAD IN THE CHEMICAL INDUSTRY

A fully illustrated presentation of the numerous opportunities offered by one
of America’s fastest growing major enterprises. Featured are the results of a
recent interview with industry executives indicating the personal and professional
qualifications expected of candidates for employment. It’s valuable not only
to those who hold the title “Counselor,” but also to teachers, parents, and
senior-high students themselves who guide each other into the days ahead.
Up to 20 complimentary copies provided to any one school.
Address requests to:

Director of Education
Manufacturing Chemists’ Association, Inc.
1825 Connecticut Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C.

(For description of MCA'’s entire aid-to-education program, also ask for a copy of “An Industry Helps Our Schools.”)
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