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Guard Against Pressures

¥» SCIENTISTS MUST GUARD against
the breakdown of their integrity by the
pressure of social and political forces, Dr.
Barry Commoner, biologist of Washington
University, St. Louis, Mo., warned.

“The perversion of German science and
scientists under the Nazis is a case in point
of what can happen wher science gets under
political influence,” Dr. Commoner told
ScieNce Service. Dr. Commoner is chair-
man of the committee on science in the pro-
motion of human welfare, a standing com-
mittee of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.

Medical atrocities and other inhuman ex-
periments were performed in the name of
science by German scientists who yielded to
the political pressures of the Hitler regime.

“It is important to remember this history
in order to understand what can happen
when scientific integrity bows to social and
political considerations,” he said.

HACKMANITE—Chamelon of Minerals

IT'S SOLID MEN! (from Solid State Physics, that is.)

Send $2.00 or $3.00 for a piece of this fascinatingly
interesting mineral with its varied physical properties.
1) Fluorescence, 2) Thermoluminescence, 3) Revers-
ible Photosensitivity. How? Why? When? Literature
free with each mineral sample purchased.

Hackmanite specimen according to size $2.00 or
$3.00 p.p. with free instruction.s

HARRY ROSS Scientific & Lab Apparatus

61-L Reade St., N.Y. 7,

NEW!

Full year’s membership in
SKY GAZER CLUB

With purchase of
Mark Optical Starfinder

With both eyes open, one eye sees
an illuminated star chart, the other
eye sees the actual stars in the sky.
Your mind ‘sees’ both as one image
with the star chart ‘projected’ onto the
night sky with the stars named,
constellation figures and paths of the
planets shown.

Club members receive, each month
for a full year, up to date reference
bulletins as a guide in the use of the
Star Finder.

Complete with 30 star charts, in-
structions, one battery plus club mem-
bership for only $3.98, postpaid &
guaranteed !

TRI-G COMPANY
1731 Washington Blvd., Venice, Calif.

As part of their responsibility to promote
human welfare, the scientist today must
anticipate problems rather than wait until
they occur before taking action. The current
fight against air pollution is an example.
“It would have been better to have worked
to prevent the pollution of our air rather
than try to remove the pollutants as now we
must,” Dr. Commonner said.

The scientists must alert the community
to dangers before economic investments add
to the problem. This is what is happening
in the area of food additives, Dr. Com-
moner remarked.

“The danger of food additives is a very
serious one,” he said. “Economic invest-
ment by food industries already has moved
to the point where serious economic prob-
lems may be involved in limiting and con-
trolling the use of additives, as considera-
tions of health and welfare demand.”

He called on all scientists, but particu-
larly biologists, to work with the commu-
nity in considering such problems as radia-
tion hazards, water pollution, insecticides
and food additives.

Since the committee he heads was estab-
lished two years ago, both interest and
action by the scientific community in these
areas has been stimulated and progress has
already resulted.

An illustration of progress is the change
in attitude by the Federal Government
toward the problem of radiation from fall-
out and nuclear development, Dr. Com-
moner said. The establishment of the Fed-
eral Radiation Council by the Congress and

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-

terest to scientists, science teachers and students,
science-minded laymen and hobbyists

25¢ per word, payable in advance. Closmg date
3 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N $t., N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

BOOKS: ALL 10¢, 2000 TITLES, ALL SUBJECTS.
catalogs free. Cosme, Clayton, Ga.

FOSSIL SPECIMENS AND COLLECTIONS. FOS-
sil fish $2. to $5.00 each. Illustrated catalog 30¢.
Geological Enterpnses, Box 926, Ardmore, Oklahoma

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS RADIOS, RECEIVERS,
transmitters, gadgets, parabolic reﬂecwrs infra-red
snooperscopes, aircraft camera lenses. Amazm cata-
log 10¢. John Meshna, Malden 48, Mass.

MICROSLIDES: INSECTS, MARINE LIFE, ZO-
ological, Botanical, British Fresh Water Alzae Send
for complete list,. Free. Esbe Laboratory Supplies,
459 Bloor St., W., Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINES, 1888-
1960, any issue. Perodical Service, Box 465-SN.,
Wilmington, Delaware.

NEW_LIQUID CASTING PLASTIC, CLEAR COL-
ors. Embed real flowers, minerals, biological speci-
mens, delicate instruments, electronic parts. Also cold
settmg resin and fiberglass for laminating, casting,
molding, coating. Manual 25¢. Castolite Company,
Dept. A-30, Woodstock, Illinois.

ROCKET-LOX, SOLID, H202 RECOVERY STATIC
Test Launchers Design, Thrust, Flares, over 100
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9‘3{;’62“1103 Anzagl: 435 Calif. umphreys o o% e Science News Letter, 79:46 January 21, 1961
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to /2

the administration was a reflection of con-
cern over the danger to health and welfare
that atomic power development may bring.

e Science News Letter, 79:46 January 21, 1961

Confusion on Radiation

» THE SCIENTIFIC community has con-
fused the public on the hazards and other
effects of radiation, Irving Michelson, di-
rector of public service projects for Con-
sumers Union of U. S, Inc., has charged.

Scientists have failed to merit the trust
of the consumer in the embryonic nuclear
age, he told the American Association for
the Advancement of Science.

The public has been subject to a variety
of “scientific pronouncements” in which
opinions are frequenty stated as facts.
Opposing  statements from the scientific
community add to the confusion.

“Under such conditions, the public can
only be impressed with the untrustworthi-
ness of scientific opinion,” Mr. Michelson
said. They are justified in making such un-
complimentary judgments as that scientists
are not telling all they know.

Under a grant from the Atomic Energy
Commission, Consumers Union is making
an extensive study of the radioactivity in
foods: five man-made and three naturally-
occurring. It also is participating in a study
of strontium-90 in baby teeth being con-
ducted by the Greater St. Louis Citizens
Committee for Nuclear Information.

Mr. Michelson reported that an AEC offi-
cial stated informally that the public is more
likely to believe CU than the AEC. This
statement, he said, “shows how serious is
the problem of communication between the
scientific community and the public.” He
credited the AAAS for working to correct
the problem.
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:Z)o you ._/(now

Early Greeks used bronze containing
small percentages of nickel for their coins.

Copper, one of the first metals used by
man, was worked as early as 7500 B.C.

Lung cancer occurs 20 times more fre-
quently among patients with tuberculosis
than in the general population.

The floors of homes in the Middle East
in the fifth and sixth centuries were com-
monly mosaics of coarse white cubes, or
tesserae.

Russia has intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles that can be aimed accurately and reach
any U. S. target within 30 minutes.

Such diseases as streptococcosis, milk-
borne bovine tubcrculosis and brucellosis are
rapidly disappearing in the United States
because of herd control, vaccination and the
use of antibiotics.

White gold is pure gold whitened and
hardened by adding nickel.
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