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R o URANIUM

LEARN How to Know
and Identify Ores and
Minerals, — This Pros-
pector’s set of 24 Ores
A and Mmerals, including
: Uranium,

o
a 192 page, fully

1].1 ustrated manual, with
easy to follow——step by step instructions; shows
you how to identify hundreds of minerals.—
Complete with magnitying glass—$4.95 postpaid.

MERRITT MINERALS

2112-L Fort Dearborn Sta., Dearborn, Michigan

COMPRESSED TABLETS

(Non-medical) Made to Order
Very small sizes to the very largest. Exgeri-
mental work undertaken, If you need tablets
made, write us for quotations.

R. P. CARGILLE LABORATORIES, INC.

117 Liberty Street New York 6, N. Y.

MICRO-ADS

Eqn.i{:rgoent, supplies and services of special in-

i Mt B
per word, payable vance,
8 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N $t., N.W., Washington 6, D. C

BRIEF GRAMMAR OF INTERLINGUA IN THE
International Language and list of words frequently

in seven languages. Free. Send stamped self-
addressed envelope to Interlingua, 1719 N St., NNW.,
‘Washington 6, D. C.

GIANT PHOTO-ILLUSTRATED INDIAN RELIC
catalog 25¢ (Refundable)! Indian Gallery, 8 Helene
Avenue, Merrick 30, New York.

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS RADIOS, RECEIVERS,
transmitters, gadgets, parabolic reflectors, infra-red
snooperscopes, aircraft camera lenses. Amazing catalog
10¢. John Meshna, Malden 48, Mass.

NEW ELECTRIC THERMOMETER-—INDICATES
temperature remotely to 3000 ft. and up to five
locations. Measures temperature of air, liquids,
outside humidity. For students, science teachers,
amateur weather men, orchard men, storage men.
Send for brochure. Electra-Temp. Co. Dept. S, Box
6111, San Diego 6, California.

CHEMISTRY Magazine

for those interested in the why and how
of the

chemical world.
CHEMISTRY brings
vital news—the mean-
ing and facts about
the latest develop-
ments in chemistry
. and related fields.

¥ No intricate verbiage
--written for easy
reading and a clear
understanding of the
contemporary world
of chemistry and al-
lied sciences.

Published 8 times a
year—by subscription
only, $4 per year.

10-61
SCIENCE SERVICE
1719 N St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C.
Please enter the following one-year subserip-

tion to CHEMISTRY. Remittance for $4.00
is enclosed.
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PUBLIC HEALTH

U.S. Immunization Is Lax

Every possible step should be taken to prevent the
spreading of communicable diseases. Millions on research are
spent in vain if people are not immunized through vaccination.

By Jacobo Brailovky, M. D.

Dr. Jacobo Brailovsky, medical editor of
La Nacion, Bucnos Aires, Argentina, is
guest writer for Science Service on a fellow-
ship of the Organization of American States,
Pan American Union.

» IN 1914, during World War I, more
native soldiers in the French Army died
because of a real tuberculosis epidemic than
because of direct military causes on the
battlefront. The contact between these men,
who had no immunization against the
scourge, and the troops coming from large
cities, produced such a high mortality rate
that it seriously worried the commanders
of the Allied Forces.

The Army Medical Corps had to take
every precaution and their doctors had to
proceed with the immunization of all of
the soldiers coming from Senegal.

As well as in the case of tuberculosis
there have been far-reaching health cam-
paigns against epidemic diseases such as
cholera, smallpox, typhoid fever, polio, to
mention the ones that are better known.

What has been and still is the primary
purpose of all of these medical efforts? The
primary purpose has been to achieve the
best health for the individual human being
and for the people. Its attainment has
been one of the fundamental objectives of
science, and to that end all of the coun-
tries of the world spend fabulous amounts
of money for scientific research. Microbes
and viruses are, then, the greatest enemies
of mankind. To destroy them, to eliminate
them from the body, or to increase physi-
cal resistance to their tenacious and ag-
gressive action, in broad terms, represent
the various phases of this uneven struggle.

Root of the Problem

My visit to the United States has per-
mitted me once more to observe at first
hand some of the essential characteristics
of the problem. There is no doubt that in
this country, more than in any other I have
visited, there is a veritable bee-hive of
technicians, biologists and researchers wag-
ing a ruthless warfare against viruses and
bacteria. Millions of dollars are spent each
year for scientific programs to clarify the
origins of communicable diseases, to de-
termine the carrier through which they are
disseminated and, in reality, to find out
thoroughly how to immunize the human
being against the deadly aggression of
these invisible beasts.

I would not be true to myself, as a
doctor of many years’ standing and a news-
paperman of even more, if I did not express
my thoughts concerning the ultimate ap-
plication of health programs, especially in
this great country, where there is a deep-
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rooted love for the maximum expression of
individual freedom and an absolute respect
for all of its institutions. But I would also
like to point out that the concept of indi-
vidual freedom necessarily comes to an
end when this freedom implies serious dan-
ger for a man’s fellow citizens.

A person who is an unconscious carrier
of a communicable disease is as dangerous
to his neighbors as the man who has be-
come unbalanced and goes out in the
streets, shooting at peaceful passers-by.

Can this incongruous and medieval situ-
ation be accepted in the name of individual
freedom?

Compulsory Vaccination

All of the aforesaid points to the need of
laws being passed, either by the individual
states or by the Congress itself, to make
large-scale vaccination compulsory, espe-
cially for diseases that are clearly recog-
nizable.

It is true that persuasion and health edu-
cation have done a great deal in this di-
rection, but it is necessary to state sincerely
and dispassionately that the danger of dis-
eases persists as long as a single inhabitant
of the country is a possible carrier of a
communicable disease. All those millions
will have been spent in vain. Scientists will
continue to receive their rewards, and their
prestige will continue to increase in this
ambitious warfare against diseases, but
mankind will still not be protected against
the aggressive impact of numerous dis-
eases, because of lack of apprehension about
them, ignorance, negligence, or spirit of
opposition of those who shrug their shoul-
ders, as if it were a problem affecting only
the man in question, and not the entire
community.

I realize that compulsory laws will seem
to many a denial of freedom. But it is not
freedom that is at stake, but the safety
of the entire population. This is the way
the authorities have looked at it in many
cases when they have passed laws for the
benefit of the people. Do not the red and
green traffic lights represent a curtailment
of the freedom of the individual?

I have discussed this matter with eminent
scientists and all are in agreement as to the
necessity of taking every possible health
measure and of preventing communicable
diseases. But who is going to bell the cat?

Educate the people, persuade them
through insistent arguments, to carry out a
medical survey on epidemiological inci-
dence, that is, to create a true health aware-
ness. Point out every person as a possible
carrier of a disease, be it unimportant or
serious, to his countrymen or his loved
ones, and then pass the law.
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