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Low-Cost Science Christmas

You can stuff a Christmas stocking with a variety of
science gifts for no more than the price of postage stamps,

Judy Viorst reports.

» IF YOU ARE FACING a long Christ-
mas list and a short supply of money,
science gifts can answer many of your
problems. ScieNce Service has examined
thousands of materials and come up with
a high-quality, low-cost selection of gift
suggestions in every scientific field.

Kits, with their lots-of-things-in-one-pack-
age appeal, make particularly pleasing sci-
ence Christmas presents.

Several kits for future paleontologists can
be obtained from Science Materials Center,
Inc., 59 Fourth Ave., New York 3, N.Y.
The DINOSAUR AND FOSSIL KIT in-
cludes five samples of real fossils, as well as
two dinosaur models and a 160-page book
on dinosaurs ($3). There is also a selection
of plastic animal model kits, with 43 to 57
pieces in each kit—TYRANNOSAURUS
REX ($2), STEGOSAURUS ($1.80),
BRONTOSAURUS ($1) and AMERICAN
MASTODON (§1).

Also available from Science Materials
Center is a BASIC KIT OF SHELLS ($3),
with 25 specimens to supplement or begin
a shell collection.

Young astronomers and geologists will
delight in a METEORITE CRATER
STUDY KIT, which has a number of in-
triguing materials, including the story of
Arizona’s Barringer crater and fragments
of the giant meteorite that plunged into the
desert thousands of years ago. The com-
plete kit costs $1.25, plus 14¢ postage, from
the American Meteorite Laboratory, P.O.
Box 2098, Denver, Colo.

Things of Science

Every science has its day in the THINGS
of science KITS put out by SciENCE SERVICE,
Inc,, 1719 N St., N.W., Washington 6, D.C
Each month there is a new assortment of
materials and directions for experiments on
such subjects as crystallization, static elec-
tricity, motors, color top, and ancient gem
stones. The kits are 75¢ each, three for $2,
or you can make a gift of a year’s subscrip-
tion for $5. Two special collections of
THINGS kits are also available. For $6.49
you can purchase 12 kits, with 67 different
specimens and materials. Or order the 15-kit
collection. There are 129 different speci-
mens and materials represented, and the
price is only $7.97.

Toys, records and games—all with a sci-
entific bent—can be purchased without
making a serious dent in your Christmas
budget.

A SATURN GYROSCOPE TOP that
comes with its pedestal costs only $1.74.
It is sold by the Edmund Scientific Co., 101
East Gloucester Pike, Barrington, N.J.

From Naturegraph Co., Publishers, 8339
West Dry Creek Rd., Healdsburg, Calif,,

you can get fine recordings of bird songs
on 78 rpm’s—WESTERN BIRD SONGS,
FLORIDA BIRD SONGS and THE
MOCKING BIRD SINGS, each at $2.50.
The same company has butterfly and sea-
shell games, tree games and games of rocks
or animals, each priced at $1.35.

Specimens and slides are always welcomed
by young scientists. Inexpensive mineral
specimens, with each stone identified, can
be purchased from Shipley’s Mineral House,
Gem Village, Bayfield, Colo. A free Apache
Tear comes with the minerals. You can get
15 specimens for 50¢, 18 specimens for 75¢,
24 for $1, plus 35¢ postage.

Somewhere on your list there must be
a boy or girl interested in insects, snakes,
lizards, turtles, terrapins, birds, spiders,
scorpions, centipedes, North American mam-
mals, zoo animals or ocean life. If so, you
probably will want to order several of the
50¢ two-by-two-inch color slides (35mm)
that depict these creatures. They can be
purchased from Filmscope, Inc., Box 397,
Sierra Madre, Calif.

A collection of materials for the young
scientist can be obtained from Harry Ross,
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Scientific and Lab Apparatus, 61-L Reade
St., New York 17, N.Y. A four-inch-diam-
eter magnifier costs $1 ppd.; the same sum
will bring you 12 compasses. Or you can
send for a little giant prism suitable for
many optical experiments for $1 plus 50¢
postage.

Science books and booklets can inexpen-
sively fill up a library shelf. For instance:

On aeronautics: THE ARITHMETIC OF
FLYING, A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A
JET TEST PILOT, HELICOPTERS, AIR-
CRAFT NUMBER 116, 50¢ each, from the
National Aviation Education Council, 1025
Connecticut Ave., N.-W_, Washington 6, D.C.

On anthropology: MAN: HIS FIRST
MILLION YEARS, by Ashley Montagu,
50¢, available where paperback books are
sold.

On atomic energy: LABORATORY EX-
PERIMENTS WITH RADIOISOTOPES,
35¢, and TEACHING WITH RADIOISO-
TOPES, 40¢, from the Superintendent of
Documents, Government Printing Office,
Washington 25, D.C.

On botany: GREEN FACTORIES, 20¢,
from Cornell Science Leaflet, Mailing Room,
Stone Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y.

On chemistry: EXPERIMENTING
WITH CHEMISTRY and ORGANIC
CHEMISTRY FOR THE HOME LAB, by
Burton L. Hawk, $2 each, and THE
CHEMICAL ELEMENTS, by Helen Miles

SCIENCE BARGAIN——Low-cost science gifts brmg a pleased look to
Father’s face as be anticipates Christmas.
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Davis with revisions by Dr. Glenn T. Sea-
borg, 55¢, from Science SErvicg, Inc., 1719
N St, N.W, Washington 6, D.C.

On electronics: FIRST BOOK OF RA-
DIO AND ELECTRONICS, $3, SECOND
BOOK OF ELECTRONICS AND RADIO,
$3, ELECTRONIC EXPERIMENTER’S
HANDBOOK, $1, USING ELECTRON-
ICS $2.50, from Science Materials Center,
Inc., 59 Fourth Ave., New York 3, N.Y.

On mathematics: MAGIC HOUSE OF
NUMBERS, by Irving Adler, 35¢, available
where paperback books are sold.

On medicine: FACING THE FACTS
ABOUT CANCER and EPILEPSY—THE
GHOST IS OUT OF THE CLOSET, 25¢
each, from the Public Affairs Committee,
Inc., 22 East 38th St, New York 16, N.Y.

On space: ROCKETS INTO SPACE and
OPERATION MOON, 60¢ each, from Sci-
ence Research Associates, 259 East Erie St.,
Chicago 11, IIL

On zoology: THE CARE OF TURTLES
AND SMALL ALLIGATORS, 20¢, THE
STORY OF ELEPHANTS, 10¢ HUM-
MINGBIRDS, 10¢, PLATYPUS AND
ECHIDNA, 15¢ from the New York Zo-
ological Society, Bronx Park, New York
60, N.Y.

Thousands of other low-cost or no-cost
science gift suggestions can be found in
WONDERFUL WORLD OF SCIENCE.
The paperback book may be purchased for
50¢ plus 5¢ postage from SCIENCE SERVICE,
Inc,, 1719 N St., N.-W., Washington 6, D.C.

If you want to be the biggest stocking-
filler in town this Christmas, you can do
so without spending more than postage-
stamp money. Gift-worthy science materials
—free of charge—will be sent on request
from the following sources:

Space Jargon: SPACE TALK, a glossary
of astronautical terms, from Republic Avi-
ation Corp., Farmingdale, Long Island, N.Y.

Guide to photomicrography (smg]c copy
only): SNAPSHOTS AND SLIDES
THROUGH THE MICROSCOPE, from
the Eastman Kodak Co., Sales Scrvicc Di-
vision, 343 State St., Rochester 4, N.Y.

Colorful railroad-facts comic books: THE
WHEEL OF PROGRESS, RAILROADS
DELIVER THE GOODS, RIDE THE
HIGH IRON, SPECIAL AGENT, CLEAR
THE TRACK, RAILS ACROSS AMER-
ICA, from the Association of American
Railroads, Transportation Building, Wash-
ington 6, D.C.

World Book Encyclopedia reprints: BEE
AND ANT, from the Field Enterprises
Educational Corp., Merchandise Mart Plaza,
Chicago 54, 1ll.

Conservation materials: JUNIOR FOR-
EST RANGER KIT, posters, stamps, book-
marks, calendars, from Smokey Bear’s
Headquarters, Washington 25, D.C.
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Last Call Goes Out for
Science Talent Search

» TEACHERS OF SENIORS who intend
to enter this year’s Science Talent Search
should immediately request examinations
from SciENCE SERVICE, Washington 6, D. C.

Parents with sons and daughters who in-
tend to enter should remind teachers to
request examinations.
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You Get Things Done With
Brdmaster Visual Control

Y% Gives Graphic Picture of Your Operations—
Spotlighted by Color

Y% Facts at a glance — Saves Time, Saves
Money, Prevents Errors

Y% Simple to operate — Type or Write on
Cards, Snap in Grooves

¥Y% Ideal for Production,
Scheduling, Sales, Etc.

Y% Made of Metal. Compact and Attractive.
Over 500,000 in Use

Full price $49-50 with cards
FREE 24-PAGE BOOKLET NO. V-30

Without Obligation
Write for Your Copy Today

GRAPHIC SYSTEMS

Yanceyville, North Carolina

FREE
50

Traffic, Inventory,

UNITRON
ASTRONOMICAL TELESCOPES

OBSERVER'S GUIDE

PAGE
OBSERVER'S
GUIDE

With artificial satellites already launched and
space travel almost a reality, astronomy has
become today's fastest growing hobby.
Exploring the skies with a telescope is a
relaxing diversion for father and son alike.
UNITRON'’s handbook contains full-page
illustrated articles on astronomy, observing,
telescopes and accessories. It is of interest
to both beginners and advanced amateurs.

CONTENTS INCLUDE:

Observing the sun, moon, planets and wonders of the sky o
Constellation map « Hints for observers  Glossary of telescope
terms o How to choose a telescope o Astrophotography

UNITRON

INSTRUMENT COMPANY « TELESCOPE SALES DIV,
66 NEEDHAM ST., NEWTON HIGHLANDS 61, MASS.
Please rush to me, FREE of charge, 1
|UNITRON S OBSERVER'S GUIDE and TELESCOPE g
: CATALOG # 5.W-1
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A beautifully wr:nen, sc:ennf cally
sound account of .

The Story
of

POLLINATION

B. J. D. MEEUSE, University of Washington

Full of appeal for nature lovers of all
ages, here is the absorbing story of flower
pollination and the curious, involved, and
often amusing ways it is accomplished. This
engaging book explores the way flowers
create their color effects...the mysteries of
color vision that make ammals react to
them ...the role of the honey guides in
leadmg the pollinators to the hidden nectar.

Authored bv a scientist who has never
outgrown childhood's sense of wonder about
the natural world, the book gives intriguing
insights into the complex phenomenon of
plant regeneration. There are amazing ex-
amples of how evolution has made some
plants and animals dependent on each other

.. discussions of plants that rely on wind

and water for pollination...and a scien-
tifically accurate descnpuon for the first
time in English, of the intricate flower-
animal relatlonshlps in pollination.

Superb drawings in color and black-and-
white by Hilda Kern and close-up photo-
graphs of flowers, birds, bees, bats, etc.,
graphically illustrate the marvels of this
adventure in nature. 1961. (167) $7.50

PLANT LIFE

The Secret of the Green Thumb. Henry T.
Northen and Rebecca T. Northen.

(155) $6.00
The Green Earth. Harold wnham( Rnc)ke;t e
Brazil—Orchid of the Tromics. Mulford B.

Foster and Racine Sarsay Foster.
(164) $5.00
A Short History of the Plant Sciences.
Howard S. Reed (165) $6.50

MAMMALS, BIRDS, REPTILIANS

Ways of Mammals.

Clifford B. Moore ...........cccoone. (146) $4.00
Natural History of Birds.

Leonard W. Wing ..o (152) $7.00
Boy's Book of Snakes.

Percy A. Morris .....ccceovuneernane. (144) $4.50

Boy’s Book of Frogs, Toads,
and Salamanders.

Percy A. MOrris ....ccccceeeveennee. (145) $4.50
Boy's Book of Turtles and Lizards.
Percy A. MOrTiS .cooovivvererinennn, (143) $4.50

ASTRONOMY, PHYSICS

Atoms to Galaxies.
James Stokley ... (162) $6.00
Skyshooting. R. Newton Mayall and
Margaret W. Mayall .................. (150) $4.50
Sunspots in Action.
Harlan True Stetson ...(166) $5.00
..(148) $5.50

The Atom at Work. Jacob Sac
USE THIS COUPON TO ORDER
Please send books circled below:

146 152 144 145 143 155 163
164 165 162 150 166 148 167

O Check enclosed [J Send C.O.D.
Name
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