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Great Need for Scientists

Evidence at the Geneva conference shows that many
scientists who go to more advanced countries to study deprive
their own countries by not returning to their homelands.

» THE WHOLE EMPHASIS of trying to
raise the level of living, industry and culture
in the less developed nation is upon pro-
viding scientists and technologists.

Yet evidence laid before the UN Science
Conference in Geneva is that, when a less
advanced nation has trained an expert, he
is likely to desert his homeland.

A study prepared for this world meeting
shows that scientists and engineers migrat-
ing from other countries added 3.2%, to
those produced by U.S. universities in the
period 1949-1961. While 70%, of the 43,500
imported came from Europe, 20% of the
added “brains” originated in Latin America
and Asia, the very areas in which the U.S.A.
is making extensive efforts to bolster science
and technology.

When scientists who get a taste of life
in more advanced countries by going to
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college there desert their own countries, it
is a national catastrophe, Dr. Charles V.
Kidd of the National Institutes of Health,
Bethesda, Md., reported. There has been
lost the nucleus of those who alone can
build a science civilization.

The homelands of the scientists who are
tempted to leave can appeal to patriotism,
develop science as a national policy, offer
the higher level of education at home and
provide good opportunities at home for
those who go abroad for higher education
so they are more likely to come back.

Since science transcends national boun-
daries and a great discovery, wherever
made, serves the whole world, some move-
ment of scientists from one country to an-
other is inevitable and even beneficial.
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Talented Chinese Youth

» OVER 1,500 talented students from Pei-
ping’s 99 high schools regularly attend the
study groups organized by the local scien-
tific and technological association to help
develop a young generation of scientists.

Reports reaching the United States say
that most of the students are from gradu-
ating classes and have done well in their
studies and shown special interest in science.
They will enter institutions of higher learn-
ing after one more year at school.

The four groups, in chemistry, mathe-
matics, physics and radio, were formed in
1961. They are entirely free of cost to the
students. Each meets once or twice a month
after regular school hours or on holidays.

In order to stimulate the students’ think-
ing and broaden their general scientific
knowledge, lectures deal with topics not
included in school textbooks, like atomic
energy, semiconductors, electronics, radio-
active isotopes and radio-communications.
They are illustrated with lantern slides, ex-
periments and models.

Internationally known mathematician Hua
LoKeng, physicist Yen Chitzu and other
scientists worked out programs of lectures
with the high school teachers. Professors
and lecturers from Peiping University and
the University of Science and Technology
have volunteered to help.

A total of 300 high school teachers of
mathematics, chemistry and physics also
attend the lectures so that they can give
their own students extra help.

Already some of the outstanding members
of these study groups have found their life’s
interest in one of these subjects and are
studying the related specialties offered by

the institutes of higher learning. Last au-
tumn, more than one-third of the new Pei-
ping students enrolled in the chemistry
department of Peiping University were
members of the chemistry group.

In addition to these groups, boys and
girls between the ages of 9 and 15 from
90%, of the capital’s primary and middle
schools participate in numerous extracur-
ricular activities organized by the children’s
clubs and centers of science and technology
in every district.

They can take up whatever hobby they
fancy. Most popular among high school
students are the building of radios and
model airplanes, meteorology, botany and
electrical work. Younger children concen-
trate mainly on animal raising, cultivating
vegetables and handicrafts.
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TECHNOLOGY
Chinese Communists Plan
Plastic for Farm Tools

» THE CHINESE Communists are suffer-
ing from a shortage of wood and metals
and are considering making farming tools
from plastic, reports a Hong Kong business-
man just returned from Canton. The Reds
had raised objections to this plan because
the main source of supply would be Hong
Kong, making the tools expensive.

A shortage of farming tools was one of
the factors affecting crop production and
a number of Chinese Mainland newspapers
have been pushing the use of plastic.
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ANTHROPOLOGY—What two pre-human types
were recently found in the Near East and
Africa? p. 105.

ASTRONOMY—What is the surface tempera-
ture of the three giant stars newly discovered
in the Milky Way? p. 98.

GENERAL SCIENCE—How soon do the Rus-
sians predict the natural resources of neighbor-
ing 9plqnefs will be available to mankind?
p. 99.

MEDICINE—What hormone-like substance may
cause birth defects? p. 111.

SPACE—Why is it important that an astro-
naut not be imaginative? p. 101.

TECHNOLOGY—How does armor plate ‘‘eat’’
lead? p. 110.
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