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Rabies Danger in Wilds

» THERE IS a wild animal problem for
campers whose pioneering spirit takes them
into the wilds outside the protection of state
parks, Public Health Service officials told
SCIENCE SERVICE.

The danger lies, not in being torn limb
from limb, but in an equally lethal attack
of rabies. However, in state parks, officials
are quick to spot diseased animals and get
rid of them.

Usually rabies, or hydrophobia, is asso-
ciated with the heat of summer and domes-
tic animals, mainly dogs. But this is the
urban type of the disease, and even it can
strike at any time during the year.

In wildlife, the natural “sylvatic” type
of rabies is found in the United States
mainly in skunks and foxes. Only in the
past few years have bats become a problem
in this country.

Immunization against rabies, as opposed
to the vaccine given following a bite, is
rarely given except to persons working con-
stantly with animals, Dr. Carl C. Dauer,
medical adviser, National Center for Health
Statistics, U.S. Public Health Service, said.

“The older vaccines sometimes caused a
type of paralysis,” Dr. Dauer said, “but the
newer ones do not cause as many reactions,
allergic and otherwise.”

Dr. James H. Steele, chief of the Com-
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municable Disease Center’s veterinary sec-
tion in Atlanta, Ga., said that campers and
others should beware of sleeping out. Per-
sons awake are usually safe enough, al-
though two deaths have been reported from
fatal fox bites—both in Kentucky.

An Idaho boy died from an unknown
animal bite received while he was sleeping
in his back yard.

The Communicable Disease Center is
making persistent studies to eradicate rabies
in wildlife, but Dr. Steele said rabies, like
other diseases transmittable from animals to
man, is difficult to stamp out.

Zoonosis, pronounced with the accent on
the “on,” is the word that describes animal
diseases transmittable to man. There are
at least 100 such diseases in all parts of the
world, and rabies is one of the most serious.

Campers should be particularly wary
around animals that approach them. Nor-
mally, wild animals avoid humans, and it
is one of the symptoms of rabies that the
fear of natural enemies has been lost.

Although skunks are usually avoided be-
cause of their odor, they are sold as pets
when they have been deodorized. Some
states require observation for six months
after these pets are prepared for sale to
insure that they are free of rabies.
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Helicopters Fly Logs

» TIMBER LOGS can now be dragged
through the air from inaccessible spots in
deep forests.

Valuable timberlands are often bypassed
by lumbermen because they are too difficult
and expensive to log with conventional
methods.

But now these lands are becoming too
valuable to ignore, and the way to reach
them is by helicopter. Dr. John E. O’Leary,
director of the helicopter logging project
under way at Oregon State University, Cor-
vallis, explained that helicopters can be used
when conventional logging methods become
too difficult because of such factors as high
road building costs, irregular topography or
difficult soil conditions. The study is being
made under contract with the U. S. Forest
Service.

Logging by helicopter is feasible when
quick action is needed to remove the tim-
ber before it is destroyed by insects or fire,
or when the land is considered too beautiful
to disturb by land-moving equipment.

Helicopters work best when temperatures
and elevations are low. The weather must
be fairly good because helicopters are
grounded by dense fog, sleet and winds in
excess of 34 miles an hour. Water, where
the logs can be dumped, should be within
a mile of the logging operations. Helicopter
maintenance facilities should be nearby.

Speed and efficiency are needed to com-

pensate for the high cost of operation.
Studies show that the average rental of a
helicopter would be approximately $300 per
hour for a machine with a 5,000-pound lift-
ing capacity. Machines with 10,000- and
20,000-pound lifting capacities, might be
rented for about $500 to $800 per hour.
Helicopter logging will play an important
part in the logging future of the Pacific
Northwest and Alaska, Dr. O’Leary expects.
In Alaska alone, there are approximately
two million acres of valuable timberland
that up to now have been considered in-
accessible but which could be logged eco-
nomically by helicopter.
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80,000 Square Miles of
Far Antarctica Mapped

» ACCURATE MAPS of the earth’s last
frontier, Antarctica, are now possible be-
cause more than 80,000 square miles there
have been charted by topographic engineers
of the Department of Interior.

The four engineers were airlifted, by heli-
copter, to icy windswept mountain peaks
as high as 13,000 feet to establish their
ground control stations. They took many
aerial photographs in the four months they
worked on the project.
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ASTRONOMY—How does the center of a
powerful radio galaxy act? p. 200.

BIOCHEMISTRY—What is the Calvin cycle?
p. 203.

BIOLOGY—In the past, during what month
was almost all cisco fishing done? p. 198.

COMMUNICATIONS—How will Oscar 11l be
placed in orbit? p. 199.

MEDICINE—How many children in the U. S.
have already received live weakened measles
vaccine? p. 195

TECHNOLOGY—What is the advantage of the
optical transistor principle? p. 194.
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