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Plant Inspection Change

> MILLIONS of highly destructive pests
were prevented from entering the United

States last year, at the rate of one every

12 minutes.

Standing guard between vigorous plants
and hungry foreign insects is a night-and-
day vigilante that many farmers never see—
the Plant Quarantine Division of the De-
partment of Agriculture.

Every plant legally brought across the
border is separated from its surrounding
soil, closely inspected, fumigated and then
released to the owner after dangers of its
harboring an insect, virus or disease have
been eliminated.

A new proposal is to grow plants scien-
tifically overseas, then allow them to enter
this country without removing them from
their growing media.

Under existing quarantine regulations,
countless pests have been prevented from
getting their feet on U.S. soil—the spring
bollworm, maize stalk borer, cereal leaf-
miner, garden chafer, pine sawflv, vine
moth, apple virus as well as other predators
upon vital produce such as cabbage, broc-
coli, celery, soybeans, sugarcane, rice and
melons.

This quarantine is so effective, says Dr.
Byron T. Shaw of the Agricultural Research
Service in Washington, D. C., that “to our
knowledge, no important foreign pest has
become established here as a result of nurs-
ery stock importations since 1949,” when
restrictions became effective.

The proposed change in the law would
allow foreign countries to set up growing
areas that would be inspected by U.S. scien-
tists, and to ship the plants and their con-
tainers into this country. U.S. officials would
reside for about two years in the countries,
at the foreign government’s expense, and
maintain strict inspection of all plants des-
tined for importation in the United States.

The plants would have to be grown in
approved media such as buckwheat hulls,
Bermuda coral sands, excelsior, ground cork
or peat, sawdust and shavings. They would
have to be enclosed in glass houses, on con-
crete or tile benches, and tended with clean
nutrient materials and pure water.

All outside matter would be barred from
the area to keep the plants free from all
pests dangerous to U.S. agriculture and
economy.

“This proposal is not a relaxation of the
quarantine rules, nor will it reduce any
restriction on the introduction of pests,”
stated Dr. Shaw.

Strong opposition to the proposal has
come from agriculturists, nursery men and
scientists who condemn the whole idea as
impractical and a dangerous means of let-
ting in destructive pests.

“It is almost impossible to import virus-
free, disease-free or insectfree plants that
are still growing in their media,” stated Dr.
Frank L. Howard, head of plant pathology-
entomology at the University of Rhode
Island.

“Many viruses, nematodes, parasites, fungi

are not readily visible and would escape
detection if hidden in the roots,” he stated.
Dr. Howard also believes the proposed rules
would apply only to northern European
countries, and would be nearly impossible
for certain countries to follow.

In tropical countries, he pointed out,
plants are not grown under glass. They
would have to be screened in, and this
would raise problems of supply and main-
tenance as well as of air-borne viruses. Water
and fertilizers and nutrients are not as
“sterile” as they should be for this type of
system, and water molds and root rot would
easily enter the growing media.
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HORTICULTURE
New Blueberries Resist
Powdery Mildew

» AN IMPROVED BREED of the favorite
highbush blueberries now withstands attacks
of powdery mildew disease.

This mildew robs plants of vitality needed
to develop high quality fruit and to with-
stand attacks of more serious diseases that
could follow. It also causes the leaves to
drop off, thereby weakening the plants.

Farmers could use chemicals to control
the disease, but they usually do not, because
of high costs and indefinite effect on the
crop yield. Another difficulty is that symp-
toms do not appear on the berries until
after harvest.

Breeding a new mildew resistant plant
seems to be the best solution found by
horticulturists of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Agricultural Research Service
and the Agricultural Experiment Station
of Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N. J.
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ENTOMOLOGY
Nature Is Effective
In. Controlling Insects

» MORE THAN 90%, of the insects with
which we live cause no damage because
they are kept under control by natural
agents,

The most effective natural control are
the diseases that attack insects. The pea
aphid can be destroyed by a fungus, the
cabbage looper can be stopped by a virus,
and the pesty Japanese beetle larvae suc-
cumb to a milky disease, Dr. F. L. McEwen,
entolomogist at the New York State Agri-
cultural Experiment Station, Geneva, N. Y.,
said at a conference.

Climate is another natural means of con-
trolling insect activity. For instance, corn
that matures in late August or early Sep-
tember is free from worms. But if the corn
is planted earlier, the European corn borer
gets to it—or if the corn is harvested much
after Labor Day, it can be infested by fall
armyworm oOr corn earworm.
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| PRECIOUS STONES
£ A POCKET COMPENDIUM

f/ (made in Germany) of valuable gems
A collection of 30 genuine semi-
polished gems from all over the
. world. Containing synoptlcal
¥ table of names, hardness, sp

gravities, refractive index, crystal
forms, chemical formulas,
places of origin and of BIRTH
STONES. Highly instructive.
‘We guarantee this beautiful compendium of 30 genume
gemstones as_the most wonderful to be
had. AT ANY PRICE!—It MUST be 4 95
seen and handled to be appreclated 5%"
x 4” booklet form with 30 gem ostpaid
HARRY ROSS Scient@ﬁc & Lab Apparatus
61-L Reade St., N.Y.7,N.Y.
L By Giles St. Aubyn —_
re is a clear. simply written basic guide to logical
thmking. that shows how to spot the fallacies, the preju-
dices and emotionalism, the inappropriate analogies, etc.,
in the other fellow’s argument and how to watc for and
avoid the lrrational in your own judgmen The author
makes plain not only how but also why people resist facing
A tool for clear thinklnq as We]l as for convincing others.
$2.9! free - Money-Back Guaran
SON BOOKSv Inc. Dept.
251 West 19 Street, New York 11

—EXPLORE THE SKIES!—

COLOR MAP OF THE NORTHERN HEAVENS:
30”x34!2"” shows stars to magnitude 5.1. $1.00
COLOR CHARTS OF THE MOON: 2 maps of
Ist- and last-quarter, 23”x33”. $2.00
SPLENDORS OF THE SKY: 36-page picture
booklet designed for the classroom. 50¢

Write for free folder N.
SKY AND TELESCOPE ,..2P%: 30P\/ass.

PAPER FOLDING
MADE EASY!

Create scores of beautiful, unusual, amusing paper
objects—toys, decorations, etc., with clearest in-
troduction to Japanese art of origami. ‘‘Paper
Folding for Beginners,”” Rigney. 95pp. $1.00 plus
10¢ postage. Money-back guarantee. Dept. SNL.
Dover, 180 Varick St., N.Y. 14, N.Y.

The Battery That's Used in
Guided Missiles Now Released

as Government Surplus

For Photography, Aircraft, Models, Searchlights,
Radios, etc. $1.95 ea. Postpaid
Sintered-plate Nickel-Cadmium al-
kaline storage batteries designed
for “NIKE” Missile and now sur-
plus due to design change. A life-
3| time battery with no known limit
¥ of service (over 5000 recharges
on test without loss of capacity).
Other features: Virtually inde-
structible, compact & lightweight,
withstands heavy shock and vibra-
tion. Flat voltage curve during
discharge retains charge year or
more, high discharge rate up to
50 amps. for this cell, no corro-
sion fumes to harm clothing or
equipment, spill-proof construction,
discharge in any position, indefi-
nite storage without deterioration,
operrates in temperatures — 60°F
to +200°F. Each cell is approx.
4 ampere hour capacity. Nominal voltage per cell
is 1.2 volts A 6 V. battery requires 5 cells.)
Cell size 6” H. x 2” W. x %” T. Wt. 6 oz. ea.
Uses Potassium-Hydroxide (30% ) electrotype.
Negligible loss during lifetime service. Add only
distilled water once a year. A fraction of Govern-
ment cost. Used Test Cells. . .$1.59 ea. Postpaid
Brand New Cells. . ......... $2.49 ea. Postpaid
30 A. H. Motor Starting Cells—Nickel-Cad. steel
cased with % ” screw terminals for mom current
drams to 1000 amps. Size 8% ” H. x 3”7 W.

13/16” T. Wt. approx 3% 1b. Need no ﬁl].mg
New cells. . .... $5.95 ea. (not shipped prepaid)
Used Cells. .. .. $2.95 ea. (not shipped prepaid)
All ¢ells guaranteed to your satisfaction or
money refunded (less postage).
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