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Books Promote Progress

Traveling book and drug salesmen, like tinkers of old
roaming the countryside, play an important role in spread-
ing information and updating knowledge—By Watson Davis

» GIVE THE textbook salesman his just
due in making known the advances in
knowledge that teachers should be incul-
cating into the brains of their eager young
charges.

None less than Commissioner of Educa-
tion Francis Keppel, who recently came to
Washington from the deanship of Harvard’s
School of Education, praises the commercial
book traveler for his role in communication
of new information, as he sells his wares.
They actually set national standards.

Just as the traveling tinker roamed the
countryside of pioneer days with a bagful
of ingenious Yankee gadgets to lighten the
work of the farmer’s wife, so the intro-
ducers of new textbooks for the publishers
of America explain how the new editions
will do a better job than the old ones.
Samples are left with likely teachers. Even
school board members, who in some regions
vote the adoptions, are seen and influenced
to be willing to sign on the dotted line
for sizable orders of the (free to the pupils)
school books that will mean so much to
future learning. This is an important in-
gredient in updating the prime educational

METROLOGY

Experts Size

» RUSSIANS generally are just as precise
as we—and in some fields even more pre-
cise—reported three American measurement
experts who just returned from a month
of sizing up the state of Soviet metrology.

They visited 15 measuring centers in Mos-
cow, Leningrad, Kharkov and Kiev.

“We found them more highly indus-
trialized, more advanced, than we had
expected,” said Harvey W. Lance of the
National Bureau of Standards’ Boulder,
Colo., laboratory. He said the Soviets are
ahead of us in the development of a sen-
sitive receiver to measure radio noise and in
electrical measurement devices using the
taut-band suspension principle.

“We were all impressed by the great care
and skill they have given to the calibration
and insurance of stability (long life) in
their laboratory instruments,” said George
Toumanoff of the Airborne Instruments
Laboratory, Long Island, N. Y.

“Some instruments had levels of inge-
nuity we have not reached,” said Dr. Daniel
P. Johnson, an expert in pressure and
vacuum measurements for the Bureau.

“But generally I was struck with the
similarities in the problems and the ap-
proaches to the solution of the problem.
I seemed to be saying, ‘We also’ an awfully
lot over there.”

He said the Russians have obtained “great

tools and getting off the school desks the
obsolete information that often clutters
them.

Salesmen call upon teachers and school
officials as purveyors of apparatus that can
be used in the teaching of the new sciences
by experimentation, not just book learning.
They give timid teachers courage to try
new methods as they merchandise the new
experimental materials.

In medicine, those who call upon physi-
cians, dentists and veterinarians with the
latest news of treatments and samples of
drugs their pharmaceutical or drug houses
are issuing are called “detail” men. They,
too, rank with the professional journals in
spreading information.

The house-to-house salesmen and sample
distributors who leave everything from soap
powder to cereals on the doorstep are like-
wise distributors of information.

Like the “voyageurs” of the Canadian
wilds in the fur trade days, these new age
travelers are reaching where even news-
papers, TV and radio do not convince.
Only gossip is more powerful.
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Up Russia

sophistication” in the field of optical meas-
urements and are measuring a wider range
of pressures than is done at the Bureau.

“We have been pushing for higher accu-
racy on a narrower range,” Dr. Johnson
explained. He said Russians are behind us
in time measurements, but are making a
bold attempt to build an atomic clock using
a hydrogen beam.

Mr. Toumanoff said he believes the Rus-
sians are behind us in the development of
lasers for length measurement.

They are good in measuring low and
high heat ranges, but “less good™ in the
mid-range temperatures, Dr. Johnson said.

Mr. Toumanoff, also an aeronautical
engineer, referred to recent stories about
Russian commercial planes being returned
to, the factory because they were poorly
made. He said it points out that even
though the Russians are advanced in meas-
urements, they are not fully applying that
precision to their products.

The three were part of a team of seven
American metrologists who toured Russia
on an exchange basis. A group of Russian
metrologists are expected to tour the United
States and participate in the Sept. 9 meeting
of the American Instruments Society. At
that time the American team will make a
full report.
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Questions—

BIOLOGY—Noame three ways of acquiring
germ-free animals. p. 42.

ENTOMOLOGY—In what gland is the queen
bee’s alluring scent manufactured? p. 38.

PUBLIC HEALTH—How many new TB cases
are reported annually? p. 40.

GENERAL SCIENCE—How may the study of
seals be applicable to the lives of men? p. 37.

MEDICINE—How many people in the United
States, according to estimates, have headaches
at one time or another? p. 39.
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