EDUCATION

Greatest College Chance

» THERE IS a one-in-three chance that
an American child born in 1943 is now
receiving a full-ime higher education
whereas the ratio for a British child of the
same age is only one-in-12,

For a Canadian child, the chances are
one-in-six; for the Australian, one-in-nine;
and for the Russian, one-in-12, the same
as for the British child, according to Sir Eric
Ashby, Master of Clare College, Cambridge,
who is president of the British Association
for the Advancement of Science.

The number of degrees that are awarded
compared with the number of students
who enroll for degrees is about 85%, in
Britain, Sir Eric said. This is considerably
higher than Canada with 66%, U. S. some-
where between 50%, and 609, and Aus-
tralia with less than 60%,.

Urging that there be greater investment
in science for future advancement, Sir
Eric said that the need was first for scien-
tists, and second for a public opinion suf-
ficiently well informed and enlightened to
give financial support to scientists.

Education is the key to both of these
prerequisites, he told the British Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science in
Aberdeen, Scotland.

STATISTICS

Divorce Rate

» IT IS OFTEN said that one marriage
in four today ends in divorce. However,
like most sweeping generalizations, it is a
half-truth at best.

True, there are 1.6 million marriages and
400,000 divorces a year in the U.S. today,
but the “one in four” statement is an over-
simplification.

One reason is that the 400,000 divorces
to be granted during 1963 will not be to the
couples getting married this year, but to
couples married at times ranging from last
year to half a century ago.

To get an accurate picture of the “mor-
tality rate” for marriages of any year, one
must compare the number of divorces now
being given to couples married in that year
with the total number married in that same
year.

This total, which for the past 20 years
averages only 1.3 million or so, is the figure
which should be compared with the 400,000.

Although there is no way to predict how
many 1963 marriages will end in divorce,
it is possible to note trends and make an
educated guess. Perhaps the most significant
figure is the percentage of the total number
of married couples in the U.S. getting a
divorce each year.

At the moment, the figure is one in every
109, or about 0.9%. If this annual divorce
rate stays constant, at today’s level the aver-
age couple has about three chances in ten
of divorce, assuming that they both live 40
years after they marry.

However, both the annual divorce rate
and the average life expectancy change.
The annual divorce rate was 0.8% in 1920,

The president warned against the danger
of obsolescence in science and education.

“The present generation of students will
still be employed in the year 2000,” Sir Eric
said, “but long before then their degrees
and diplomas—at any rate in science, tech-
nology and the social sciences—will have
become obsolete.”

The only students who can be sure of
escaping obsolescence are those very few
who will themselves become innovators, he
said. “Our investment in the rest—the great
majority of our human resources—will in-
evitably be devalued by technological and
social change. Measures to combat obsoles-
cence, therefore, become of prime im-
portance.”

Sir Eric called upon universities to estab-
lish departments outside the regular courses
to keep scientists, engineers and technol-
ogists up-to-date. He urged employers to
release scientists on full pay for sustained
full-time courses every few years.

Only continuous innovation, renewal and
rebirth of the education and qualifications
of our intellectual leaders will, in Sir Eric’s
opinion, suffice in the feverish 37 years re-
maining in this century.
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Half-Truth

0.6% in 1932, 1.8% in 1946 and 19, in
1953. The average life expectancy has risen
steadily, and will probably continue to
do so.

An individual couple’s chances depend
on many factors. Bluecollar workers have
a higher divorce rate than whitecollar.
Urban residents are more prone to divorce
than rural, non-whites more than whites.

Remarriages have less chance of success
than first marriages. And, as is well known,
teen-age marriages are particularly prone
to failure.
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STATISTICS
Timber Is Big Business
For One Out of 20

> ONE PERSON out of every 20 employed
in the United States is dependent on the
timber industry for a living.

Likewise, five percent of our gross na-
tional product comes from this huge com-
plex of industries. Not only is the growth
and harvesting of timber in itself a sizeable
industry, but manufacturing, construction,
transportation and marketing increase the
value of each dollar’s worth grown to nearly
$25 worth of finished products.

The timber-based industries employ an
estimated 3.3 million persons, with seasonal
variations, and account for one-seventh of
all value produced by farm crops. Only
corn exceeds timber in harvest value.
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Avoid confusion of scraps of paper . . . lost
opportunities . . . forgotten duties and ap-
pointments. Use the MEMOGENDA. Permits
constant survey of work ahead . . . results in
working without strain. Checks out completed
tasks and builds valuable history of activity.
Users say they gain more time for living by
making the best use of their working hours.

MEMOGENDA is a 96-page book, wire bound
in a flexible leather-like covering. The right
hand pages (812 x 11) have numbered lines,
one for each item. Opposite pages are for
additional memos . . . includes instructiony
for use, an annual reminder, 3-year calendar,
and active telephone list.

Price $30 a dozen F.O.B. factory, or send $3
for sample, postpaid. Full refund if it isn’t
the best investment you ever made.

KANO LABORATORIES
AN AD OF THIS SIZE

1010 Thompson Lane, Nashville 11, Tenn.
costs .only $18.90 for

a single  insertion. A UNE INcH
Rates are considerably & 7
lower per issue for

multiple insertions

within one vyear. Circulation of SCIENCE
NEWS LETTER is now over 80,000 copies per
issue=—and increasing steadily. Send us YOUR
‘“copy” instructions, now, for the next issue.

NEW

MILKY WAY
GALAXY

MODEL
Transparent plastic
model locates and
names Spiral Arms,
Sun and Major Star
Clusters. Study guide
included. GA-350—15”
xJarx 12,

e STAR
| CHARTS

Wall size—44” x 44”
northern skies one
side, southern on
back. Durable chalk
markable material.
SC-400 _____ $12.95

$27.50

LUMINOUS
STAR FINDER

Set it for hour and
date. Shows stars to
the 5th magnitude.
Luminous ink glows in
dark. Planet Tables
included. SF-500—

10%” x 11%”_$1.50

Order NOW!
FREE CATALOG

é? ASTRONOMY, GEOLOGY,

WEATHER, OCEANOGRAPHY
T. N. HUBBARD SCIENTIFIC CO.

Box 105, Dept. 8, Northbrook, Illinois
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