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Man, a Bundle of Enzymes

(Continued from p. 234)

“What is the difference between ferments
and the materials they are fermenting?”
But the prize has not yet been claimed.
When this is known, man may be a step
closer to the answer to the greatest ques-
tion of all, “What is life and what is the
spark that sets it into motion?”

A start in the study of the complex sys-
tem of enzyme activity for the young scien-
tist is given in the THINGS of science unit
on Enzymes. The experimental kit (No.
269) is available at 75¢ each from THINGS
of science, 1719 N St., N.W., Washington,
D. C. 20036.
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AVIATION

Portable Air Aid Beacon
Ready for Marines

» A LAND beacon that can be moved
about quickly to give navigation signals to
aircraft has been designed for the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps for use in “brush fire” combat.
Developed by International Telephone
and Telegraph Corporation Federal Labora-
tories in Nutley, N. J,, the Tacan (tactical
air navigation) beacon can be transported
by helicopter, truck or even towed over
the ground. It can be set up and operating

within 15 minutes.
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> THE FINGERS of country boys are
stained, these days, as though they were
starting to turn Indian, beginning at the
edges. Walnuts are ripe.

The black walnut tree is an American
species, having its range throughout the
eastern half of the country, reaching its best
development in the Ohio River Basin where
it may grow as tall as 150 feet.

Its thick-husked, hard-shelled, tasty nuts
are very much in demand today, especially
for use in such desserts as candy and cake.
But the fruit of the tree is insignificant
when compared to the hard, heavy, straight-
grained durable wood that is valuable for
cabinet-making, veneers, furniture, piano
cases and many other things.

In pioneer days, a family that moved
west was especially proud if it could claim a
mahogany dresser or piece of furniture.
Abraham Lincoln and many pioneer farm-
ers split black walnut wood for fence rails
and nothing else.

Today the walnut forests are diminishing,
however, and walnut furniture carries the
same distinction as mahogany.
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BIND and SAVE Your SNL's

All 52 issues of SNL, for a full
year can be permanently filed
in these sturdy buff-colored,
buckram Linders.

Each issue snaps into the
cover with a metal strip. Only
$4.00 complete. Postpaid.

Order now, from

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

1719 “N” N.W., Wash. 36, D.C.

An excellent
science project
teaching aid!

LIFTING MAGNET

Weighs only 1 1b.,
yet can lift up to
200 1bs. Same prin-
ciple as scrap metal
lifter. Single flash-
light cell (1 watt of
electricity) will op-
erate this astound-
ing lifter. Hold it
in the palm of your
hand.

$8.50 postpaid

complete with
experiment manual.
Send for M&L’s
new 1963 catalog
of other low-priced
Scientific Kits and
equipment. Enclose
. 15¢ for postage.
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NICKEL-CADMIUM BATTERIES......95¢ ea.
The Battery That's Used in
Guided Missiles Now Released

as Government Surplus
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here a hzhtwewht h: h capecity
swrue battery is need Sintered-
plate Nickel- Cadmium, plastio-
cased, alkaline storage batteries

[ with no known limit of service
(over 56000 recharges on test with-
out loes of capacity). Other fea-
tures: Virtually indestructible,
compact and lightweight, with:
stands heavy shock and vibration,
flat voltage curve during discharge
retains charge year or more, high
e rate up to 50 amps for

this cell .No corrosive fumes to
harm olothing or equipment, spill-
proof construction, discharges in
any position, indefinite storage
without deterioration, operates in
temperatm-es —60°F. to 4-200°F.
Each cell is approx. 4 pere hour capacity.
Nominal voltage per cell is 1 25 votA (A 6-volt
battery requires 5 cells). Cell size 6” H. x 2” W,

147 T, Wt. 8 ozs. ea. Uses Potassium-Hydrox-
1de (30 9% by weight) electrolyte. Add only dis-
tilled water periodically. A fraction of Govern-
ment cost.
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Super Jet 2\
SOLID FUEL /
BLOWTORCH

A Jet Age Creation
NO PREHEATING — STARTS AT
ONCE. You can solder, silver solder,
braze, annml or harden form glass
with this amazing torch. Nomn
t“gzx:vaivel FAST CLEAN mdeAFE luh

extinguished & relighted. Lifetime
guarantee Super Jet and 12 tablets s] .99

(2-hour supply) with directions. Ex-
tra tablets, 35¢, box of 12, plus

10¢ mailing. Post Pald
THE BIRK MFG. CO. NO COD
Niantic 6, Connecticut PLEASE

LEARN MODERN MATH!

Stumped by references to cybernetics, game the-
ory? Confused by relativity? Brilliant new book
by remarkable expositer makes these & other im-
portant new flelds crystal-clear to laymen, stu-
dents. ‘““Great Ideas of Modern Mathematics,” J.
Singh. 213pp. $1.55 4 10¢ postage. Money-
back guarantee. Dept. SNL, Dover, 180 Varick
S§t., N.Y. 14, N.Y.
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WRITE FOR MONEY!

Enrich your style through Herbert
Spencer’s and Edgar Allan Poe’s
classic principles that have influ-
enced many of the world’s great

Philosophy of
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by Ntvh"( Spence’

The
n..nw:’I"lVI;','N authors. Indispensable for writ-
CoMPO? WPl ers eager to get published! Send
oy £daw A $1.00 to PAGEANT PRESS, 101

5th AVE., N. Y. 8 Dept. SN.

SCIENCE in

CRIME DETECTION

by Nigel Morland

A fascinating, detailed account of the latest scien-

tific methods of crime detection. Includes actual case
histories of complicated crimes and how they were
solved by the use of these methods. Shows how more
and more the laboratory Is becoming one of the most
powerful of police weapons against criminals at work.
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