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ANTHROPOLOGY
Average American
Afraid to Oppose Klan

> MR. AND MRS. Average American are
often such passive conformists that they
would not openly challenge the Ku Klux
Klan or a violence-seeking mob unless their
neighbors were doing it or approved of the
challenge, believes an anthropologist.

The average person in America, for the
most part a decent member of society,
simply conforms to long-standing habits of
prejudiced thinking and behavior, stated
Dr. Mary Ellen Goodman of Rice Univer-
sity, Houston, Texas.

These silent Americans are too civilized
for the vulgar hate and violent exhibitions
of the Ku Klux Klan or other anti-Negro
mobs, Dr. Goodman stated in her leaflet,
“A Primer for Parents — Educating our
Children for Good Human Relations.” The
average American steps forward to act on
what may be his basic principles only if it
were fashionable to challenge the racial
hatred or if he could gain social esteem and
approval.

There are other high-principled persons,
unfettered by simple habits, who are not
afraid of what their neighbors think. These
“stout-hearted” people have come forward
in all ages and places to bring about changes
of long-standing social habits.
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ZOOLOGY
Red Clover May Cause
Lamb Birth Decline

» EWES FED on Australian red clover for
three weeks before mating produced almost
a third less babies than ewes fed on regular
pasture grass.

This birth decline in the sheep kingdom
may be due to the presence of estrogen, a
female sex hormone found in the red clover
growing in Australia, according to studies
made by Dr. F. Morley and his colleagues
of the Commonwealth Scientific and Indus-
trial Research Organization Division of
Plant Industry, Canberra.

From the results of the still incompleted
experiment, Dr. Morley drew attention to
the fact that risk might be run by mating
flocks of sheep on clover-dominant pastures.

In the experiment, 300 ewes were put in
a grass pasture containing only traces of
clover. Half of the sheep were then trans-
ferred to another pasture in which red
clover was abundant.

These female sheep fed on the clover pas-
ture for either three weeks before mating,
three weeks during mating, or both before
and during the mating period. They were
then led back to the regular grass pasture.

Almost all the ewes mated, the Australian
scientists found. With the ewes fed only in
the grass pasture, 879, of the matings re-
sulted in pregnancy, with 449, of the births
being twins. In the clover group, 78%, of
the matings resulted in pregnancy, with only
12%, twin births.

The drop in lamb births caused by the
red clover was thus more than 309, partly
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from the reduced conception and partly
from the decreased twinning.

The red clover of Australia is different
from the red clover of America, a specialist
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture in
Beltsville, Md., pointed out.
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NUTRITION

Pie in the Sky:
Astronaut Diet?

> SPACE NOODLES, peanut butter sand-
wiches, cheese niblets and other foods
pressed into bite-sized pieces may be part
of the astronauts’s diet as they fly through
the sky.

Different kinds of food are now being
processed by freezing and drying in an
effort to find a balanced diet also appetizing
to our sky men.

The bite-sized foods are carefully pack-
aged with a flexible film laminate, said
three men from the Manned Spacecraft
Center of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.

Various menus to cover four-day cycles
are being planned with freeze-dried foods,
stated R. A. Nanz, E. L. Michel and P. A.
Lachance of the Houston, Texas, station of
NASA at the 24th annual meeting of the
Institute of Food Technologists in Washing-
ton, D. C. Compressed into bite sizes, these
foods will supply 2,500 calories per day
for each man.

The foods are being designed for the next
manned space flight, Gemini, in which two
men will be sent aloft. Food for a 24-hour
period requires 110 cubic inches of space
and weighs about 1.2 pounds.

These dehydrated foods, to be stored at
cabin temperatures, are carefully encased in
film pouches so they will not crumble, spill
or break open in the spacecraft cabin. The
pouches are equipped at one end with an
inlet designed to receive water by a pistol-
like injection.

At the other end of the pouch is the
outlet through which the astronaut can bite
his tasty space sandwich.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Truckers Carry Cards
To Avert Accidents

» TRUCKERS rolling along the highways
with dangerous liquid chemicals now carry
cards that tell what to do in case of acci-
dent or fire.

Truck drivers are provided with the
Chem-Cards before they start out with a
shipment.

In case of fire or accident, the card is
used to tell the proper authorities the name
of the chemical, the hazards it poses, how
to combat leaks in tanks or treat exposure
cases, and how to put out fires involving
the chemical.

The cards were developed by the Manu-
facturing Chemists’ Association, Inc., Wash-
ington, D. C., in cooperation with the Inter-
state. Commerce Commission and the Na-
tional Tank Truck Carriers, Inc.
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