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Musk Ox

» THE MUSK OX is not really an ox,
and some say it does not particularly smell
of musk.

Living in the barren wastes of Greenland
and the North American Arctic, these thick-
bodied, short-legged beasts are actually a
kind of goat antelope, classified with a sub-
family of animals related to sheep and goats.
The European chamois and Rocky Moun-
tain goat are some of its relatives.

Some authorities say the musk ox (Ouwibos
moschatus) has no glands for exuding the
distinctive musky odor. Others say there
are glands beneath the eyes that secrete the
perfume during its mating season, or when
the animal rubs them with his forefoot.

The shaggy animal, sometimes weighing
as much as 800 pounds, is covered with
long flowing brown hair, under which
grows a thick crop of soft wool which
serves as excellent insulation against the
chilling winds of its frigid homeland. Four
ounces of this soft underwool is enough
for knitting a feather-weight sweater to
keep a man comfortable in subzero cold.

Both sexes have horns that curve down-
ward along the side of the face, then turn
upward to a sharp tapered point. Once rare
and nearly exterminated by too much kill-
ing, the musk ox is now protected and 1s
increasing in numbers. Living together in
bands of five to a hundred or more, this
creature is one of the few animals that
join forces to ward off a foe. When threat-
ened by wolves, their principal enemies, the
oxen form a circle, shoulder to shoulder,
facing outward, with the calves in the
center. By lowering their shaggy heavy
heads, they present a formidable flank of
horns to the wolves.
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ORNITHOLOGY
Scientists to Follow
Penguins by Plane

» A GROUP OF PENGUINS living in the
“white desert” of the Antarctic will soon
have a team of scientists following them
around in an airplane.

Drs. Richard L. Penney and John T.
Emlen Jr. of the Johns Hopkins University,
Baltimore, Md., will do the tracking in
order to study the homing behavior of
Adelie penguins. This project is part of
the 196465 U.S. Antarctic Research Pro-
gram (USARP) which will take approxi-
mately 150 U.S. scientists to Antarctica
from October to March to carry on some
50 field projects.

The scientists will capture a group of
penguins and take them miles from their
breeding grounds. Transmitters will then
be attached to the flightless birds so that
they can be tracked from a plane by radio
as they waddle back home across the bar-
ren ioecap.

In addition to learning more about the
penguin’s homing instinct, the researchers
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hope to discover more about the direction-
finding ability of birds in general.

In another USARP project ten scientist-
explorers will begin in December a 5,000-
mile journey into the last unexplored Ant-
arctic territory—the desert of snow and ice
between the South Pole and Queen Maud
Land on the coast nearest Africa.

The long journey will be conducted in
four stages, each stage lasting about two
months. Goals of the trip include determin-
ing the depth of the icecap that lies beneath
it, and studies of the ice, weather, the earth’s
magnetic field and the geology of any
mountains that may be discovered.

Dr. Charles R. Bentley, University of
Wisconsin geophysicist, will lead the ex-
ploration.

Scientists also will dive into frigid waters
to explore Antarctic marine life. New York
Zooligical Society biologists will photograph
swimming seals; botanists from Harvard
University, Cambridge, Mass, and Old
Dominion College, Norfolk, Va., will study
Antarctic seaweed and collect specimens for
laboratory study.

The researchers, with the help of U.S.
Navy Seabees, will also set up a sixth
Antarctic scientific station, to be called
Palmer Station, on Anvers Island. It will
give USARP geologists access to exposed
rock in the peninsula area, and to plant
and animal life, sparse in this area, but
lush compared to that on the bulk of the
continent.

The National Science Foundation has
announced in Washington that it will
award grants and contracts totaling about
$7 million in support of the upcoming
Antarctic Research Program.
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MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and. services of special in-
terest to scientists, science teachers and students,

science-minded laymen and hobbyi:
25¢ per word, payable in udvance Closing date
8 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N $t., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

BINDERS FOR SNL-—BUFF-COLORED BUOK-
ram. Snap-in metal strips hold 52 copies. $4.00 p)

Send order with remittance to Science News Letter
1719 N Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT A PHILOSOPHY
based on natural, not supernatural, phenomena, write
to the American Humanist Association, Dept. SNL-3,
Humanist House, Yellow Springs, Ohio.

FREE PAPERBACK CATALOGUE. GREAT SAV-
ings, New York Paperback- Record Club, 4-H West
43rd Street, New York City 10036.

GROW STUDY, FASOINATING INSEOT-EATING
g Amazing Venus’s Fly Tra) xége quality
ulbs 1,50 6:82.95.° Carnivorons i’la,nt et FI

Trap Bulbs, 1 Miniature Hunfsman’s Horn,

purea, Pitcher, $3.95 p%d llustrated broch nre 0¢
ﬁ{gﬁtr%)g.] Associa ne., Box 127-S, Basking

MICROSCOPE SLIDE&—STMNED AND READY
to examine. Histology and 1 One dollar each
gostpaxd Murco Research, nc i’ O. Box 6006,
acksonville, Florida 32205

NEW LIQUID CASTING PLASTIC. CLEAR,
colors. Embed real flowers, minerals, biological speci-
mens, delicate instruments, electronic parts. Also cold-
setting resin and fiberglass for laminating, casting,
molding, coating. Manual 25¢. (}astohte Company,
Dept. 130-L, Woodstock, Illinois

SURPLUS WIRED IBM MEMORY PLANES SOLD
for pennies on the dollar, Inquiries invited. Meshna,
Lynn, Mass.

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The Science News-Letter.
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Doctors Trim 2 Inches
Off Flabby Waists!

German doctors at the famous Max-Planck Institute
have an kout method that can
reduce waistlines In 30 days. Called “‘Isometric Con-
tractions,” one 60-second daily workout can reduce
walstline fast. 10 simple exercises can put the whole
family In shape last No sweat. straln or tlrlng repe-
titions. nter! Hy

coaches, athletes Results guaranteed. Free. illustrated
information. Write AWARD-WINNING ISOMETRICS,
Minute Home-Gym, Inc., Dept. B, 37 Centuck Sta-
Yonkers, N. Y. 10710.

tion,

Glass Stoppered Bottles
@ 15 Regular Price

4 ounce, narrow mouth, flat stoppers. Flint
(clear) glass. Low form, hand blown from
glass highly resistant t0 chemical action.
Brand NEW. Vapor tlght sample only
55¢ p.p. 6 for $3.00 p.p. 12 only $5.50
pp Quantity strictly limited at this price
25¢ brings products bulletin.

H ARRY ROSS Scientific & Lab Apparatus

61-L Reade St., N.Y. 7, N.Y.

—EXPLORE THE SKIES!—

COLOR MAP OF THE NORTHERN HEAVENS:

30”x34!2” shows stars to magnitude 5.1. $1.00

COLOR CHARTS OF THE MOON: 2 maps of

Ist- and last-quarter, 23”x33”, $2.00

SPLENDORS OF THE SKY: 3é-page picture

bookiet designed for the classroom. 50¢
Write for free folder N.

SKY AND TELESCOPE Combonrs 35" Mass.

STAMP IT! It's the Rage!

GOING BACK TO SCHOOL?
EVERY STUDENT NEEDS ONE!
The Finest . . . ... Indestructible

METAL
POCKET
RUBBER
STAMP

Finger-tip control—self locking case—foam rubber
inked pad, 1»2”x”2. Our regular model “‘still going
strong’’ $1. Send check or M.O. Satisfaction
guaranteed.

SAMUEL H. MOSS INC.

36 East 23rd St., N.Y. 10010

Dept.
SNL-1017

Miss “SMARTY PANTS'—The only doll that

TALKS in 4 LANGUAGES

Children will love the
world’s first doll that talks
in English, French, German
and Spanish!
Miss “SMARTY PANTS” is
a beautiful, life-like doll,
almost 11 ft. tall—with
pretty blond hair and big
blue eyes that open and
close. Made of foam rubber,
she’s almost unbreakable—
and her skin is always soft,
sweet and cuddly. Dressed in bright red and
white pajamas.
Just press magic soft button in doll's back;
presto, she talks in a clear, lovely child-like
voice—{("l Love You” and 2 other sentences)
—first in English, and then translated into
French, German and Spanish.
Operates through electronic voice box; guar-
anteed to work perfectly for 5 yrs. or re-
placed for modest handling charges.
Dolls like this sell at up to $19.95—and
speak only one language. Miss “SMARTY-
PANTS” now available (until November 16th)
at special Pre-Christmas sales price of only
$6.95 each, plus $1.00 postage & handling.
Order today!

Cornelia Sales Company

Dept. M-4, Cornelia, Georgia
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