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Oil-tempered carbon steel blade with ‘“zero edge’ can slice fresh bread 1/16 inch thin.

Who else wants really|sharp knives?
Send for free brochure “Kitchen Cutlery that Really Cuts”

Think they don’t make sharp knives any
more? Comus PRO knives are different
— they really cut! And you can try these
professional quality knives for 30 days
without risking a penny.

The Secret is the Steel

The remarkable Comus PRO knives are
not made of stainless steel. The blades are
not scalloped or saw-toothed. Instead, they
are razor-keen, high-carbon, cutlery steel
— forged, ground and oil-tempered to
hold their edge. This is the steel used for
professional cutlery . . . These are the
knives used by professional chefs.

Still Sharp in 1974?

Yes! Carbon steel does make an aston-
ishing difference. Comus PRO knives are

so sharp you can thin-slice ripe tomatoes
and fresh bread — carve rare chuck as if
it were finest tenderloin — chop and
mince vegetables like lightning. And a few
occasional swipes on steel or stone keeps
your Comus PRO knives factory-sharp for
ten, twenty years, or even more!

Send for Free Brochure

Comus PRO knives are not sold in any
store, so send today for our free brochure.
By return mail, we’ll send you pictures,
prices and facts on the new Comus PRO
knives. Then you decide whether you want
to try them for 30 days at our risk.

Write today to:
Comus Division, Breck’s of Boston
US4 Breck Bldg., Boston 10, Mass.

SURPLUS C
SATELLITE 99 each

BATTERIES

These Government surplus storage
battery cells are nickel-cadmium sin-
tered plate type used in satellites
and missiles due to characteristics
not possessed by any other battery,
\| ie: Lifetime service, constant voltage

during discharge, extreme tempera-
ture ranges, discharges in any posi-
tion, compact, high discharge rates
(up to 25 times ampere hour capac-
ity), no corrosive fumes, not harmed
by storage, overcharging and freezing.

CELLS ARE 1.25 V. EA. REGARD-
LESS OF TYPE. Replace with these
cells to operate any equipment using
dry or wet batteries where porta-
bility, lity, and r

are requisites. Select cells from list
to best fit application.

NICKEL-CADMIUM PLASTIC CASED CELLS:

(N) New

(V) Used

Esse Ampere Dimensions Inches Wt. Condi- Esse
Type Hours Height Wudth Degth Ozs. tion Price
AH4 4-6 00 6 U* $ .9
AHAC 4-6 6.00 2 00 5 6 1.
AH4R 4-6 6.00 00 .5 6 2.4
AHRE 6-10 4.00 2 12 .937 8 4.9
AH20N 20-30 8.12 3.12 1.06 40 U* 4.9
AH34N 30-40 9.3 3.12 1.38 52 U 9.9

ON 60-80 11.25 S5.00 1.38 104 U 14.9

Types ending in ‘N’ are nylon cased; others are acrilic
plastic.

NICKEL-CADMIUM STEEL CASED CELLS:
'rype M 30, size 8.875 3 x 1. ’150. Wt 312 1bs.
30 AH. Used* $2.95, New $5.95 pe
Alrcrait 28 V. Battery made up with 20 of these cells—
d* $60, New $125. Overall size 10” x 10” x 10'

Wt. approx. 60 1bs.

Type LAL12H NICAD, 60 AH. 12 V. laboratory battery
made up in hardwood rack with 10 cells, overall size
1112 x5 x 2614, Wt. 100 lbs.—New $125.

IRON-NICKEL:
Type B-4 Edison. 30 AH. 6 V. battery of 5 cells in
hardwood rack, used—$25, New—$40. Overall size
approx. 18 x 10 x 6”. Approx. wt. 50 Ibs.

Guarantee: All cells are guaranteed for satisfaction or
your money back except cells marked with an asterisk
(*) which are sent as received from used Government
stocks and not checked before shipping.

SEND FOR FREE PAMPHLET.

ESSE RADIO COMPANY

368 S. Meridian St., Indianapolis, Indiana 46228

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-

terest to scientists, science teachers and students,
science-minded laymen and hobbyists,

25¢ per word, payable in advance. Closing date
8 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N $t., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

BINDERS FOR SNL—BUFF-COLORED BUCK-
ram, Snap-in metal strips hold 52 copies. $4.00 pp.
%end order with remittance to Science News Letter,
1719 N Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036.

BOOKS ON HERBS AND SPICES, FUNGI, PRO-
tozoa, ferns, Ask for specific list. Lew’s, 2510 Van
Ness, San Francisco, Calif.

FACTS-IN-FIVE! FASCINATING NEW WORD
game challenging your ability to recall facts under
time pressure. Knowledge of science, arts, history,
government, and many other areas tested from basic
tfo difficult levels. Scoring system differentiates between
general and specialized ablhty Unlimited number of
individuals/teams can g Primarily for adults/
advanced students. Ten-day refund guarantee. $6.50
postpaid. Advanced Ideas Clo., 68 Broadway, Arling-
ton, Massachusetts.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT A PHILOSOPHY
based on natural, not supernatural, phenomena, write
to the American Humanist Association, Dept. SNL-3,
Humanist House, Yellow Springs, Ohio.

FREE PAPERBACK CATALOGUE, GREAT SAV-
ings. New York Paperback-Record Club, 4-H West
43rd Street, New York City 10036.

1000 MICROSCOPY COVERGLASSES 18 x 18,
square, $5.00. Biological drystains % price. Jaekel,
677 Woodward Ave., Brooklyn 27, Y.

NEW LIQUID CASTING PLASTIC. CLEAR,
colors. Embed real flowers, minerals, biological speci-
mens, delicate instruments, electronic, parts. Also cold-
setting resin and ﬁberglass for laminating, casting,
molding, coating. Manual 25¢. Castolite Company,
Dept. 130-M, Woodstock, Illinois.

SURPLUS WIRED IBM MEMORY PLANES SOLD
for pennies on the dollar. Inquiries invited. Meshna,
Lynn, Mass.

WATCH INSECT-EATING VENUS'S FLY TRAP
lants lure, catch, eat insects. Colorful plants thrive
in attractive windowsill greenhouses 5% " x33% " x 5"
high. Fascinating conversation piece, science falr pI'OJ-
ect, complete with 3 living Fly Trap plants. .95

ppd. Grow-yourself set has 3 bulbs, greenhouse, $3. 95.
I]lust.rated brochure 10¢. Armstrong Associates Inc.,
Box 127-8, Basking Ridge, N.

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The Science News-Letter.

Science for Santa’s Sack
(Continued from p. 315)

14. Royal Advertising, Dept. 431, Lynbrook,
N.Y.

15. Lafayette Radio Electronics Corporation,
111 Jericho Turnpike, Syosset, L.I,, N.Y.
11791.

16. The Slyd-Rul Company,
Broadway, Woodmere, N.Y.

17. Allied Radio, 100 N. Western Ave., Chi-
cago, Ill. 60680.

18. F. F. Marine Life, P.O. Box 626-SL-65,
Dania, Fla.

19. New American Library of World Lit-
erature, Inc., P.O. Box 2310, Grand Cen-
tral Station, New York, N.Y. 10017.

20. American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, 1515 Mass. Ave.,, NW,,
Washington, D.C. 20005.

21. Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs,
N.J.

22. William Morrow and Company, 425
Park Ave. S., New York, N.Y. 10016.

23. The Macmillan Company, 60 Fifth Ave.,
New York, N.Y. 10011.
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Vitare Vot

Venus's Flytrap

1040 West

» THE VENUSS FLYTRAP, Dionaea
muscipula, is a small, curious plant with
clusters of delicate white flowers and leaves
like fast steel traps.

These bright green leaves, about the size
of a nickel, are composed of two semicircu-
lar flat lobes, hinged in the middle and
fringed along the edges with stiff bristles.
On the inner surfaces of each of these
highly specialized leaves are three long slen-
der trigger hairs which are very sensitive
to the touch.

When a fly, gnat or some other insect
alights on the leaf and comes in contact
with these sensitive hairs, a special area
extending the full length of the midrib
between the two leaf halves suddenly loses
its turgor and the two parts of the leaves
snap shut. The fringe bristles interlace like
fingers of two folding hands, and the insect
is trapped between prison bars.

If the insect is small and fast enough,
it can sometimes escape through the en-
meshing bristles, but usually it is trapped
and squeezed firmly against the digestive
glands located on the inner leaf sides. Slowly
the insect body is digested as the plant
assimilates the protein for its own nourish-
ment.

After a few hours, the leaf spreads open
again, exposing the indigestible remains of
the insect which blow or fall away, leaving
the trap ready for the next victim.

This strange insectivorous plant grows
close to the ground where it is relatively
inconspicuous. The leaves are usually in a
rosette formation, spreading outward from
the central stalk which bears clusters of
small white flowers at its top. The plant is
found only along the coastal bogs of North
and South Carolina.
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