Wafure Wofe

The Badger

» YOU HAD better not badger the badger.
He may seem shy, slow and awkward, but
this broad-shouldered waddling cousin of
the skunk can be instantly roused into a
thick, furred bundle of fury. With his two-
inch razor-like claws, he is a formidable
enemy, and most creatures have learned to
leave him alone.

Low-slung and pigeon-toed, this tough,
wedge-shaped creature weighs about 14
pounds, although large individuals may
weigh as much as 23 pounds. His “badge,”
by which he is readily recognized, is a
pattern of two black lines that stretch from
the nose over both sides of his white head.
The fur of his body is coarse, silvery gray
and grizzled with black. Badger bristles
were once prized for fine shaving brushes.
At one time, badgers were raised on farms,
much as mink and fox, but their voracious
appetites made it unprofitable.

The badger, Meles, is an excellent digger.
By using all powerful feet at once a badger
can dig in a flurry of soil and disappear
underground in an incredibly short time.
Preferring to live in dry plains, deserts and
forests where the soil is loose, the badger
makes his home in a cozy den several feet
underground lined with dry leaves or grass.

Much misunderstood by many people, the
badger has often been ruthlessly shot. In
reality he is an excellent predator of rodents,
lizards, snakes, frogs, insects and other
undesirable animals.

The American badger can be found from
Canada to Mexico and from the Pacific
Coast to the Mississippi River. The range
of the Eurasian badgers reaches from Eng-
land and Spain across Europe and northern
Asia to Japan, as far south as the Himalayas.
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AGRICULTURE
Atomic Radiation
Kills Grain Pests

» ATOMIC RADIATION can destroy
pesty insects in stored food by exposing
them to radioactive cobalt.

This application of atomic energy prom-
ises to reduce millions of dollars worth of
damage caused each year in the United
States by insects infesting stored food prod-
ucts. Agricultural scientists are using radio-
active cobalt, which is also used in experi-
mental cancer treatment.

Many insects such as beetles, moths and
mites died when they and the grain were
moved on a conveyor belt past a source of
radiation, a U.S. Department of Agriculture
team, Robert G. Cogburn, Elvin W. Tilton
and Wendell E. Burkholder, reported to the
annual meeting of the Entomological So-
ciety of America in Philadelphia.

When some of these pests did survive,
their ability to reproduce was sharply re-
duced. Many of the insects reaching matur-
ity were found to be completely sterile.

Most of the irradiated insects that did
reach maturity could not fly or were unable
to coordinate their movements.
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NEED A LAST-MINUTE
CHRISTMAS GIFT?

SPECIAL COLLECTION

SCIENCE
EXPERIMENTS

262

Pre-Announced by Giftagram!

98 Specimens in
14 Experimental Kits

Diffraction Optics . . . Fossils . .
.« . Non-woven Fabrics . . . Cryptography

. . Marble . . . Ancient Gems . . .
Polystyrene Plastics . . . Silicones . . .
Tobacco Culture . . . Sextant . . . Space-
Age Minerals . . . Kaleidoscope . . .
Maps and Charts

. Copper

Collection
with gift card

rws Membership in
'I'hings of Science

(A new kit each
month for a year)

$7.29

5.00
Both for......... $12.29

WIRE US NIGHT LETTER COLLECT name
and address of giftee with your name
and address as donor. We will bill you
after Jan. 1.

SPECIAL PREPARED WIRE WILL
ANNOUNCE YOUR GIFT . . .
IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS

SCIENCE 1719 N St., N.W.
SERVICE Washington, D.C.
P.S.

A marvelous idea for a post-
Christmas “Thank you", too.

Doctors Trim Flabby Waists!

German Doctors at famous Max-Planck Institute have
discovered an instant-trim method that reduces waist-
lines 2 inches in 30 days . . . puts you back in shape
fast. No sweat, strain or tiring repetition. Just 10 sim-
ple, motionless ‘Isometric Contractions.” Acclaimed
internationally by scientists, coaches, athletes, actors
and actresses. Results guaranteed. Free, illustrated
info. Write AWARD-WINNING Minute Home-Gym, Inc.,
Dept. C, 37 Centuck Station, Yonkers, N. Y. 10710.

ASTRO-EXPLORER

The easiest way to learn
the constellations ever de-
vised! It's like having
your own planetarium!
The Astro-Explorer fits in
the palm of your hand.
Select the constellation
you wish to learn and in-
sert the proper slide in
the Astro-Explorer. You
see the outline apparently
projected on the sky and
glowing softly—won’t spoil
your dark adaptation. You
can line up the projected
image with the actual
stars seen with your other eye—the labels tell the
names of the constellations and bright stars. Comes
with 30 slides, 30 reference charts, and full instruc-
tions. Only $2.98 postpaid in USA. There is nothing
like it! Calif. orders add 12¢ Sales Tax.
TRI-G Compan 1731S Washington Bivd.
PANY yenice, California 90291

MAKE MONEY WRITING

.« Short paragraphs!

You don’t have to be a trained author to make money
writing. Hundreds now making money every day on
short paragraphs. I tell you what to write, where and
how to sell; and supply big list of editors who buy from
beginners. Lots of small checks in a hurry bring cash
that adds up quickly. No tedious study. Write to sell,
right away. Send for free facts. BENSON BARRETT,

Dept. 163-Z, 6216 N. Clark St., Chicago 26, lil.

HERE'S A QUALITY

STUDENT MICROSCOPE
AT A BUDGET PRICE!

Although budget priced, the UNITRON
Model MUS is definitely not just another
student microscope. it includes these
significant features often lacking in
much more costly student models:

* NOT JUST a disc diaphragm . ..
but an iris diaphragm for perfect
control of aperture and contrast.

* NOT JUST a single focusing con-
trol . .. but both coarse and fine.

« NOT JUST a mirror...but a
0.65N.A. condenser for optimum
illumination and resolution.

« NOT JUST two objectives . . . but
three: achromatic 5X, 10X, 40X.

o NOT JUST an ordinary eyepiece

... but a coated 10X Wide Field

for large, fiat fields.

o PLUS THESE SPECIAL FEATURES
... larger stage projects beyond
objective preventing damage to
objectives and nosepiece. Auto-
matic stop for fast focusing and to
prevent breakage of specimen
slides and optics  Durable, sturdy
— withstands the use and abuse
of classroom and laboratory.

ASK FOR A FREE 10 DAY TRIAL

Even higher discounts on
quantities more than 10,

UNITRON

w 75

($67.50 each in lots 5-10)

INSTRUMENT COMPANY o MICROSCOPE SALES DIV.
66 NEEDHAM ST., NEWTON HIGHLANDS 61, MASS.

l Please rush UNITRON's Microscope Catalog. 5-E I
Name.

I Company. '

l Address. I

-l

City. State
L--_-_-—__-
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