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The BOARDMASTER saves time,
cuts costs and prevents errors. You
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With artificial satellites already launched and
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Study Soviet Virus Claim

» SOVIET CLAIMS that a virus causes
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), com-
monly known in the United States as Lou
Gehrig’s disease because it killed the fa-
mous American baseball player, are getting
further study by U.S. scientists. Six of them
have just returned to Bethesda, Md., to
report on a 12,000-mile trip to visit 23
clinical and laboratory research centers in
the Soviet Union.

Neither the Russian nor the American
scientists are completely satisfied that a virus
really does cause ALS, multiple sclerosis,
Parkinson’s disease and other chronic neu-
rological ailments. But they find the idea
worth pursuing.

Dr. L. A. Zilber of Moscow, who reported
the virus discovery, speaks of it only as a
“possible” virus.

The Americans told of the fine coopera-
tion given them by Soviet scientists and said
they were planning to exchange laboratory
materials to continue the study.

TRAVEL BARGAINS

We have 200 guidebooks to freighter trips; low
cost island paradises; retiring and investing in
Mexico, Spain, Hawaii, etc.; exciting high pay
jobs overseas; and rockbottom cost travel in the
US, Mexico, Europe and Around the World.
World's largest travel book selection. Write for free
catalog. Travel Bookshop, Route 1, Box 84-Y-6,
West Palm Beach, Florida, 33406.

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-
terest to scientists, science teachers and students,
science-minded laymen and hobbyists.

25¢ per word, payable in advance. Closing date
3 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N $t., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

BINDERS FOR SNL — BUFF-COLORED BUCK-
ram. Snap-in metal strips hold 52 copies. $4.00 pp.
Send order with remittance to Science News Letter,
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cisco,

CLOSED CIRCUIT TV CAMERA.
plete with lens. Catalog 10¢ Vanguar
99th Avenue, Hollis, N. Y. 23.

249.95 COM-
Labs, 190-48

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT A PHILOSOPHY
ba: on natural, not supernatural phenomena. write
to the American Humanist Association, Dept. SNL-3,
Humanist House, Yellow Springs, Ohio.

FREE PAPERBACK CATALOGUE, GREAT SAV-
ings. New York Paperback-Record Club, 4-H West
43rd Street, New York City 10036.

GROW STUDV FASCINATING INSEc"I‘-EATlNG
B nts. Amazing Venus’s Fly Traps, large qunhty
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Ridge, N. J.
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Cornel

QUARTZ FIBRE BUNDLES—PLAIN OR COATED
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sisf te Quartz Fibre Products Co., P.O.
on 7866 Cleveland Ohio 44131.

SOUTH PACIFIC FISH, MARINE ANIMALS,
rocks, minerals, fossils, corals, beautiful shells, write
Oceanie Laborato: Papeari, Tahiti, Polynesia. En-
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SURPLUS OPTIcS—ELECTRONIOS CATALOG. 72
pages 20¢. Meshna, Nahant, M.
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One of the virus theories the scientists
are pursuing is that of “long latency.” The
possibility exists that a person may be ex-
posed to a virus that may not appear until
years later. This could mean that an ex-
perimentally inoculated animal would have
to be observed for years.

In the Russian experiments a few mon-
keys were made weak and ill by injections
of ALS material from a human brain, but
they were not paired with controls or us-
ually followed up.

Dr. Hilary Koprowski, director of the
Wistar Institute of Anatomy and Biology,
Philadelphia, who headed the scientific mis-
sion to Russia, received permission for his
virologists to study strains of rabies virus
reported by Soviet scientists to be associated
with multiple sclerosis.

This virus strain is related to the so-
called multiple sclerosis vaccine widely used
in Russia which turned out to be based on
a strain of rabies virus.

Dr. Jacob A. Brody of the Arctic Health
Research Center, Anchorage, Alaska, who
served as secretary to the group, plans to
return to Siberia in the spring on a search
for rare diseases, including a tick-borne
encephalitis, which is followed by a type of
paralysis that the Soviets believe is evidence
of a chronic virus infection.
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Lung Cancer Deaths
Higher in England

» AMERICAN MEN are twice as likely to
die of heart attacks as those in England and
Wales, but the British have twice as many
lung cancer deaths.

An estimated five times as many middle-
aged British males also risk death from
such diseases as chronic bronchitis, emphy-
sema and bronchiectasis.

Reasons for differences in bronichial dis-
eases were sought in two surveys reported
in the British Medical Journal 2:1487, 1964,
but the causes are still uncertain, the re-
searchers conclude,

In Berlin, N.H. a manufacturing center
of pulp and paper products with about
18,000 population, a sampling of men and
women was questioned. In urban and
country areas of Britain, men and women
taken from the practice lists of 92 doctors
were surveyed. In both countries, a simple
lung-function test called the Wright peak
flow meter was used.

The effects of cigarette smoking, which
was greater in Britain, and of British urban
living, where air pollution was higher, were
seen as increasing bronchitis.

Dr. B. G. Ferris of the Harvard School
of Public Health and Dr. D. O. Anderson
of the University of British Columbia, Van-
couver, reported the Berlin, N.H. study,
and Drs. D. D. Reid and C. M. Fletcher,
both of London, collaborated in the British
study.
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