AGRICULTURE
European Weevil Found
In U.S. for First Time

» A EUROPEAN WEEVIL has been re-
ported in the United States for the first
time.

The insect, called Pachytychius haema-
tocephalus, was found by a homeowner
last summer in Albany County, New York.
Not only is the species new to this country,
but also the genus.

The weevil, found in certain clover-like
plants called birdsfoot-trefoil, in the lawn
around the home, is both a new genus and
species in this country.

Experts believe that discovery of this
weevil in the United States is of little
cause for concern because birdsfoot-trefoil
is not an important crop.

Weevils are generally assumed to be in-
jurious to crops. However, only a few
species cause harm.

These insects are actually beetles that have
heads prolonged into beaks or snouts. They
are usually smaller than other types of
beetles and are always vegetarians.
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Vitare Viote

Lichens

» AS white snows and grey mists of win-
ter swirl through a land now devoid of
bright colors, the beautiful designs and
subtle grey-greens of a strange circular
plant are noticed clinging to tree trunks
and barren rocks.

For eons, these lichens have been silently
dissolving the surface of rocks on this
planet earth, making a more habitable place
for other plants to take root.

One of the first land plants to creep from
the seas in the evolution of life on earth,
these primitive lichens still look and act
somewhat as they did millions of years ago.
Growing in thin circular patches with wavy
or ruffled edges, they stretch groping fin-
gers of filaments into cracks and crevices
of rocks, pushing and growing, breaking
off minute pieces of stone and dissolving
the minerals into its own system. When
these plants die, they become a rich nursery
bed of organic and mineral material, suit-
able home for the mosses, those plants next
higher in the plant kingdom.

This scaly flat plant is actually not one
plant but two—a combination of tiny blue-
green or green algae and pale threadlike
fungi which exist in a wonderfully mutual
partnership called symbiosis, a Greek word
meaning “living together.”

The tiny one<elled algae provide food
and energy by using sunlight to synthesize
carbohydrates and proteins, and the fungi
provide minerals and water by breaking
down the material upon which they grow
and by catching and storing moisture from
the air.

The slender hyphae of the fungus inter-
twine to form a protective mesh for the
more fragile algae against the cold weather,
drought and high winds.
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ASTRO-EXPLORER

The easiest way to learn
the constellations ever de-
vised! It's like having
your own planetarium!
The Astro-Explorer fits in
the palm of your hand.
Select the constellation
you wish to learn and in-
sert the proper slide in
the Astro-Explorer. You
see the outline apparently
projected on the sky and
glowing softly—won’t spoil
your dark adaptation. You
can line up the projected
image with the actual
stars seen with your other eye—the labels tell the
names of the constellations and bright stars. Comes
with 30 slides, 30 reference charts, and full instruc-
tions. Only $2.98 postpa-d m USA There is nothing

like it! Calif. orders add 1
11315 Washinglon Bivd.
TRI-G Company yepice, California 90291

ASTRONOMY—I

For Everyone
Enjoy SKY AND TELESCOPE magazine monthly.
Profusely illustrated. Observing and telescope

making depar’menn, monthly star and planet
charts. Subscription in U.S.: $6.00, | year; $11.00,
2 years. Sample copy 60¢.

SKY AND TELESCOPE c..i2t': N“Mass.

Supply limited, write now. Dept. SNL, Dover,
180 Varlok 8t., N.Y. 14, N.Y.

All-Transistor Super Power

WALKIE-TALKIE SETS

Receives, transmits, always keeps you in touch. Good recep-
tion up to 1 mile range and more. Operates on 27.5 Mc
band. No tests. No license required. No minimum age limit.

PERFECT FOR:
Hunters, Campers, Fishermen, Boatsmen,
Warehousemen, Firemen, Police Patrol.
Comes complete with

® 9 volt batteries ® Leather carrying cases ® Earphones
¢ Shoulder Straps ® Telescoping Antennae for extra range

Deliverymen,

FULLY $ 95 —e—";:—
WARRANTEED $48
per pair

WALKIE -TALKIE
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EXTRA LONG RANGE MODEL

This remarkable 10 transistor walkie-talkie two piece set gives you
clear reception up to 15 mile range, land and sea. Finger tip con-
trol, five foot telescopic antennae with plastic protector to prevent
breaking. Noise limitor cuts out static and gives clear reception.
Golden grille design gives look of elegcmce Portable hand sized,
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easy to operate. No license, no test, no minimum age requirement.
WARNING: beware of flimsy Accessories included at no additional cost are eurphones, leather
imitations which have dis- carrying cases, and batteries. Approx. size 6V3”x27%3"x1V2".
appointed buyers. These are
high quality all-transistor $ 50 each
models fully guaranteed. $74 95
per pair

LAND
ANEROID & sea BEAM LIGHTS
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MACHINE murky depths and
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PP & Hdig by doctors. hespitals, [1$9.95 each for 2[1$10.95 for 1 0 ’;un dlepower

schools and individuals. Available in illuminates  objects clearly a mile away.
Velcro or Hook Cuff (please specify). Pierces smoke-filled areas. Stands alone on
Each instrument is packed in a genuine special foot. Floats in water. Unbreakable

lens. You can jump on this flashlight. Used by
police in squad cars, skin divers, boatsmen,
hunters, fishermen, shippers, watchmen, fire-
men. Send check or money order.

leather case. A terrific bargain—at only
$16.95, plus 50c pp & hdlg. SPECIAL:
Two for $30 ppd. Add $3.95 for Ford

type stethoscope. TREMENDOUS PIERCING BEAM ON LAND
Brand New. Fully Guaranteed CUTS THROUGH FOG & SMOKE

STANDARD AMERICAN SUPPLIERS, INC., 123-SN, 1 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10016
-.All products sold on full money back guarantee.
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