MEDICINE

Science News LeTTER for February 13, 1965

Cataracts Due to Drugs

» BABIES can be born with blinding
cataracts as a result of their mothers’ taking
certain drugs or having a disease such as
mumps or measles.

Dr. John G. Bellows of Northwestern
University School of Medicine, Chicago,
demonstrated the effect of these agents on
the eyes of the newborn in a scientific ex-
hibit at the clinical convention of the
American Medical Association in Miami
Beach, Fla. Dr. Bellows was among the first
to report on the role triparanol, or Mer-29,
the cholesterol-reducing drug now taken
off the market, plays in the formation of
cataracts.

A cataract clouds the lens, thus prevent-
ing light from entering the eye. The only
treatment is surgical removal, and Dr.
Bellows demonstrates a new freezing
method of removing cataracts. A super-
cooled instrument is applied to the opaque
lens, fusing it in much the same way as a
finger sticks to an ice cube tray in the
refrigerator. As the instrument is with-
drawn, the cataract slips out with it.

Another exhibit showed how an enzyme
that acts normally in the body to dissolve
blood clots can be used to treat infants hav-
ing trouble breathing. The enzyme is plas-
min, which can digest fibrin, a protein that
is not only the basic building block of blood
clots but also is the substance of the harm-
ful hyaline membrane sometimes deposited
in the lungs of infants.

Dr. Julian L. Ambrus of the Roswell Park
Memorial Institute, Buffalo, N.Y., reported
in his scientific exhibit on a study involving
100 infants. He said 80%, of those given the
plasmin preparation, in addition to conven-
tional treatment, survived. Just 45% of the
infants receiving only regular therapy lived.

Babies weighing four and a half pounds
or less, whose chances of survival were the
worst, showed striking response to the
treatment, Dr. Ambrus said. Only 10%, of
these infants treated by conventional
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At a US. Air Force testing center, ground
heat generated by a dormant volcano will
be used to heat the building through con-
ductive flooring.

Floods killed about 1,300 people in the
United States in the last 20 years.

Drinking water prices range from 20¢
per gallon in some parts of the world to
20¢ per 1,000 gallons in U. S. cities.

Adult Japanese beetles feed upon more
than 280 types of plants.

If an average medium-size car carrying
four persons at a speed of 60 miles per
hour struck a solid object in a head-on
collision, the destructive power would
match that of a cup and one-half of nitro-
glycerin.
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methods survived, compared with 75%,
living when treated by plasmin.

An exhibit on height problem showed
how premature puberty was brought about
to shorten the height of 30 girls and a
small number of boys destined to be exces-
sively tall. Drug treatment helped 60%, of
61 children of short stature to achieve an
increased mature height, Dr. M. James
Whitelaw of San Jose, Calif., reported.

Dark circles under the eyes of children
are a sign of long-standing nasal allergy, an
exhibit by Dr. Meyer B. Marks of Miami
Beach, showed. Pressure of swollen, allergic
nasal mucous membranes on the veins inter-
feres with natural flow of blood downward
ang1 backward through the nasal cavity, he
said.
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ENTOMOLOGY
Mosquitoes Attack Men
First, Then Women

> IN A SERIES of tests with yellow fever
mosquitoes, scientists found that the insects
preferred to bite men rather than women
under many different circumstances. Ento-
mologists I. H. Gilbert, H. K. Gouck and
Nelson Smith of the Agricultural Research
Service, Gainesville, Fla., part of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, reported that
even when the men were treated with the
chemical deet, which is the main ingredient
in many commercial repellents, the mos-
quitoes approached them sooner than they
did women treated with the same repellent.

All biting mosquitoes are females. The
males drink nectar while the females hunt
warm-blooded prey to nourish their of-
spring.

The scientists discovered that the mos-
quitoes, Aedes aegypti, were attracted more
to persons with a higher skin temperature
than to those with lower skin temperature.
Also, they found that they were attracted
to women who perspired heavily more than
to those who perspired lightly.
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NEW WORKING MODEL

©® Solve Problems!
©® Tell Fortunes!
® Play Games!

of Giant Digital Computer
Actual Miniature Version

Fascinating new see-through model

computer
actually solves problems, teaches computer funda-

mentals. Adds, subtracts, multiplies, shifts,
complements, carries, memorizes, counts, com-
pares, sequences. Attractively colored, rigid plas-
tic parts easily assembled. 12”x3 % x4 % ”. Incl.

step-by-step assembly diagrams.
32-page instruction book cover- $4.98

Plus 63¢
ng Charge

ing operation, computer language
STANDARD AMERICAN, Dept. 213-SND

(binary systems), programming,
problems and 15 experiments. Shippl
ONE PARK AVE., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016
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Doctors Trim Flabby Waists!

German Doctors at famous Max-Planck Institute have
discovered an Instant-trim method that reduces waist-
lines 2 inches in 30 days . .. puts you back in shape
fast. No sweat, strain or tiring repetition. Just 10 sim-
ple, motionless ‘‘Isometric Contractions.’” Acclaimed
internationally by scientists, coaches, athletes, actors
and actresses. Results guaranteed. Free, illustrated
info. Write AWARD-WINNING Minute Home-Gym, Inc.,
Dept. D, 37 Centuck Station, Yonkers, N. Y. 10710.

AVAILABLE AGAIN!
COMPLETELY REVISED AND
REDESIGNED—COPYRIGHT 1965
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The Elemental Slyd-Rul tells you, at a glance, symbol,
weight, density, number, valences, color, melting and
boiling point in °C for all 108 elements. An ideal edu-
cational aid for science, physics and chemistry students.

$1 postpaid. Student rate: 12 or more, 765¢ ea.
Money-back guarantee. Sorry, No C.0.D.’s
NOTE—The above illustration is that of the original form

of the Rul. Time has not allowed preparation of iliustra-
tion of the revised Rul.

THE SLYD-RUL (O.

1040 West Broadway
Woodmere, New York

TELLS HOW TO SELL YOUR INVENTION

If you have an invention that you believe has merit,
write usat once for copy of copyrighted booklet ‘““How
to Go About Selling Your Invention.” We work with
manufacturers, and booklet reveals present markets,
qualities of a saleable invention, current royalty rates
being paid by manufacturers. Booklet is FREE, is
offered to encourage new ideas we might submit to
manufacturers.Just send name(no drawingsplease) to
Kessler Sales Corp., Dept. D-412, Fremont, Ohio

SEND FOR OUR NEW

FREE CATALOG

Gordenind! which tells about this

wonderful CART!

So many ways better than a wheelbar-
row! So many OTHER uses! Our new
FREE catalog shows how many, many
ways this wonderful Cart can save you
time and work and increase your en-
joyment of your home, garden, grounds,
hobbies, etc. Models for ladies as well
as men. Use one a — e
K weekand you'll won-
der how you ever did
without it. Makes a
grand gift.

Lown Care!

Cook Outs!

Trash!

Mail coupon for FREE catalog ’
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| VERMONT-WARE, Box 7702, Hinesburg, Vermont

Please send new FREE catalog including attractive
prices and details of generous trial offer.
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