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Animal Actions Actually
Help to Communicate

» THE HORSE MOVES his ear and is
“saying” something. The honeybee dances
and wags its tail, and a signal is given
where to find honey.

Gorillas beat their breasts to attract atten-
tion, and snails and slugs leave trails of
slime communication.

All these visual, auditory and tactile ges-
tures are methods by which animals com-
municate with one another, stated Dr.
Thomas A. Sebeok of the Research Center
in Anthropology, Folklore and Linguistics
at Indiana University, Bloomington.

A new behavioral science called zoosemi-
otics has emerged from semiotics, the science
of language and ethnology, Dr. Sebeok
stated in Science, 149:1006, 1965.

By cracking the code between one animal
and another and deciphering the message,
scientists hope to assemble an ordered body
of data on communication, from the lowly
bacteria, which communicate by glowing
bioluminescence, to men who communicate
by verbal sounds.
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Horsetails

» IN SPRING, as violets and marigolds
unfold, a strange stiff spike pushes up from
railroad beds, roadsides and waste places—
the straw-colored horsetail, one of the most
ancient plants still remaining on this planet.

The stiff spore-bearing stalks of these
living fossils are first to poke above the
ground in spring, capped with tiny single-
celled spores that are more primitive and
simple than seeds.

Later in the season, the more familiar part
of the plant pushes above ground. These
green jointed stalks have needlelike leaves
radiating out from each joint. To some
people, this bushy plant looks like the tail
of a horse—hence the name.

With a scientific Latin name of Equise-
tum hyemale, the plants are also called
“scouring rushes” because they contain an
abrasive chemical, silica, that gives them a
hard, rough texture useful for scouring pots
and pans.

The forerunners of this odd hollow
stemmed plant, the Calamites, were giant
tree-like structures that grew on earth dur-
ing the Carboniferous times, millions of
years before the dinosaurs. Fossil horsetails
have been found in coal beds more than
280 million years old. Now all these tree-
sized types are extinct.

Only about 20 smaller type species are
still alive on earth today, growing about
two or three feet high in all lands except
Australia.

One tropical species, however, grows to
a height of 40 feet, but since its hollow stem
is only an inch in diameter, it is not strong
enough to stand on its own and must lean
on its neighbors.
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Oil-tempered carbon steel blade with ‘‘zero edge’’ can slice fresh bread 1/16 inch thin,

Who else wants really|sharp

knives?

Send for free brochure “Kitchen Cutlery that Really Cuts”

Think they don’t make sharp knives any
more? Comus PRO knives are different
— they really cut! And you can try these
professional quality knives for 30 days
without risking a penny.

The Secret is the Steel

The remarkable Comus PRO knives are
not made of stainless steel. The blades are
not scalloped or saw-toothed. Instead, they
are razor-keen, high-carbon, cutlery steel
— forged, ground and oil-tempered to
hold their edge. This is the steel used for
professional cutlery . . . These are the
knives used by professional chefs.

Still Sharp in 1974?

Yes! Carbon steel does make an aston-
ishing difference. Comus PRO knives are

so sharp you can thin-slice ripe tomatoes
and fresh bread — carve rare chuck as if
it were finest tenderloin — chop and
mince vegetables like lightning. And a few
occasional swipes on steel or stone keeps
your Comus PRO knives factory-sharp for
ten, twenty years, or even more!

Send for Free Brochure
Comus PRO knives are not sold in any

store, so send today for our free brochure.
By return mail, we’ll send you pictures,
prices and facts on the new Comus PRO
knives. Then you decide whether you want
to try them for 30 days at our risk.

Write today to:
Comus Division, Breck’s of Boston

Y18 Breck Bldg., Boston 10, Mass.

Art of Argument

By Giles St. Aubyn

Here is a clear simply written
basic guide to logical thinking,
showing how to spot the fallacies,
the prejudices and emotionalism,
the inappropriate analogies, etc.,
in the other fellow's argument
and how to watch for and avoid
the irrational in your own judg-
ments. The author makes plain
not only how but also why people
resist facing the truth.

A tool for clear thinking as well as for

convincing others. ORDER NOW!
$2.95 Postfree, 10-Day Money-Back Guarantee

EMERSON BOOKS, Inc., Dept. 380-P
251 West 19 Street, New York 11

MAKE MONEY WRITING

.. short paragraphs!

You don’t have to be a trained author to make money
writing. Hundreds now making money every day on
short paragraphs. I tell you what to write, where and
how to sell; and supply big list of editors who buy from
beginners. Lots of small checks in a hurry bring cash
that adds up quickly. No tedious study. Write to sell,
right away. Send for free facts. BENSON BARRETT,
Dept. 163-C2, 6216 N. Clark St., Chicago 26, lll.

LEARN MODERN MATH! "™

Stumped by references to cybernetics, game the-
ory? Confused by relativity? Brilliant new book
by remarkable expositer makes these & other im-
portant new flelds crystal-clear to laymen, stu-
dents. ‘‘Great Ideas of Modern Mathematics,” J.
Singh, 213pp. $1.55 4 10¢ postage. Money-
back guarantee. Dept. S8NL, Dover, 180 Varick

8t., N.Y. 14, N.Y

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The Science News-Letter. RIKOJY

'Sharg (e Thrills
of Exploring §
Outer Space e

All DYNASCOPES, including this

superb RV-6, 6-inch ava lo
on easy terms!
Now it's easy to join the thousands of serious
amateurs_who have discovered the excitement
of exploring our mysterious universe. Your en-
joyment begins right from the start, yet the
challenges and rewards go on for years! And
it's a hobby that can be shared at modest cost.

Choose from a Full Range Of
DYNASCOPES® 4” Starting at $49.95

Picking a telescope to fit your needs and your
pocketbook is simple when you select a
DYNASCOPE — the same instruments used by
more than 150 schools, colleges and observ-
atories. Prices begin as low as $49.95, and
your satisfaction is guaranteed by a full-
refund warranty.
FASCINATING GUIDE
YOURS FREE!
Read these valuable facts be-
fore buying any toloscc}pa Mail
coupon or postcard your
complimentary copy
helpful guide.
Criterion Manufacturing Co.
331 Church St., Hartford 1, Cann.
® TM Registered U.S. Pat. Office

-

CRITERION MANUFACTURING CO.
Dept. NL-63, 331 Church St., Hartford 1, Conn.

Please send your free Telescope Guide.
Name.
Address.
City.

e

WWw.jstor.org



