318

DOCTORS TRIM 2 INCHES  (
OFF FLABBY WAISTS! 1,

German Doctors at famous Max-Planck Institute
have discovered an Instant-trim method that re-‘
duces waistlines 2 Inches in 30 days . . . puts
rou back in shape fast. No sweat, strain or tir- ‘
ng repetition. Just 10 simple, motioniess ‘‘Iso-

by scientists, coaches, athletes and actresses.
Results guaranteed. Free, illustrated info. Write
AWARD-WINNING MINUTE-A-DAY GYM, Dept. E,
37 Centuck Station, Yonkers, N. Y, 10710.

metric  Contractions.” Acclaimed Internationally ‘.
\

PRISM $8.00 p.p.

Trap Your Own Rainbow
Water-white crystal — 45°-
90°-45°, “Flat”’ to perfec-
tion. Wt. 10 oz. Size 3% ”
x2%”x1%”. Slight or
minor imperfections. Cost
$30.00. A spectrum (rain-
bow) can be cast by_ this
glass prism with sunlight.
2 for $12.00 p.p.
25¢ brings our products bulletin

HARRY ROSS Scientific & Lab P'ro:":ct.?

61-L Reade St., N.Y. 7, N.Y

MAKE MONEY WRITING

.. Short paragraphs!

You don’t have to be a trained author to make money
writing. Hundreds now making money every day on
short paragraphs. I tell you what to write, where and
how to sell; and supply big list of editors who buy from
beginners. Lots of small checks in a hurry bring cash
that adds up quickly. No tedious study. Write to sell,
right away. Send for free facts. BENSON BARRETT,
Dept. 163-E, 6216 N. Clark St., Chicago 26, IIl.

ASTRONOMY _I

For Everyone
Enjoy SKY AND TELESCOPE magazine monthly.
Profusely illustrated. Observing and telescope
making departments, monthly star and planet
charts. Subscription in U.S.: $6.00, | year; $11.00,
2 years. Sample copy 60¢.

SKY AND TELESCOPE .05, S Mass.
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ENTOMOLOGY
Tiny Parasitic Ant May
Curb Dread Fire Ant

» A TINY SOUTH AMERICAN ant may
control the dreaded fire ant, which is caus-
ing serious problems to people, crops, live-
stock and wildlife in the southern United
States.

This tricky little ant, Labauchena daguer-
rez, does not exist in the U.S., but is being
carefully observed in Uruguay, Argentina
and Brazil,

Living in the mounds of the fire ants,
Solenopsis saevissima, the Labauchena ants
actually trick their hosts into feeding and
caring for their young, while the fire ant
young suffer from lack of food, space and
care, report Uruguayan scientists of the
Faculty of Agronomy, University of the
Republic of Montevideo. Laboratory and
field studies have been carried on for the
last three years under a grant from Agri-
cultural Research Service, part of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

However, the parasite will not be im-
ported across the border until it is certain
that it will not damage anything else and
that it can survive in the southern U.S.

The parasite feeds on nothing but the
regurgitations of the fire ant. It clutches
onto the fire ant queen’s neck and holds
her in one place to benefit from the care
and attention of the fire ant attendants.

When a fire ant starts to feed its queen,
the parasite rapidly flutters its antennae,
and the worker feeds the parasite instead
of the queen by regurgitating food into its
mouth.

When the fire ant queen lays eggs, the
female parasites also lay eggs. The fire ant

ALL DRIVERS NEED NEW

‘HAPPY BACK’

NOW you can stop driving yourself—and start
driving your car! Forget aches and strains that
spoil long-distance motoring—Ileave you ex-
hausted! New and improved model of famous
“Happy Back” is orthopedically contoured to
relieve painful nerve-pinch, give back firm sup-
port! Also great for watching TV, reading,
lounging, cards. Top quality foam rubber hand-
somely upholstered in long-lasting vinyl; 13x
10”. Specify Blue, Brown, Green, White or Red.
10090 ‘“‘Happy Back”. $2.98; 2/5.50 ppd.
BRECK'S OF BOSTON

763 BRECK BLDG., BOSTON, MASS.

ORNAMENTAL - INSTRUCTIVE

A-frame, clear-view

-BUGHOUSE

Observation and display case for insects
and nature study. Approved by museums.
$5.75 pp. Bughouse, Kezar Falls, Maine

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-
terest to scientists, science teachers and students,

science-minded laymen and hobbyists,
25¢ per word, payable in advance. Closing date
3 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N st., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

BINDERS FOR SNL — BUFF-COLORED BUCK-
ram. Snap-in metal strips hold 52 copies. $4.00 pp.
Send order with remittance to Science News Letter,
1719 N Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036.

BOOKS ON FERNS, LICHENS, MOSSES.
Free list. Lew’s, 2510 Van Ness, San Francisco, Calif.

NEW LIQUID CASTING PLASTIC. CLEAR,
colors. Embed real flowers, minerals, biological speci-
mens, delicate instruments, electronic parts. Also cold-
setting resin and fiberglass for laminating, casting,
molding, coating. Manual 25¢. Castolite Company,
Dept. 130-E, Woodstock, Illinois.

SURPLUS OPTICS-ELECTRONICS CATALOG. 72
pages 20¢. Meshna, Nahant, Mass.

THERE IS MORE TO HUMANISM THAN FIGHT-
ing supernatural_superstition. Much more! Write and
ask: American Humanist Association, Dept. SNL5,
Humanist House, Yellow Springs, Ohio.

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The Science News-Letter. RINORY

workers package them together in saliva
and store them near the queen or a source
of water. By giving the same careful atten-
tion to the parasite young, the fire ant
workers thus decrease the attention and care
to their own young.

Scientists have found that the parasites
greatly decrease the vigor of the fire ant
colony and keep their numbers under con-
trol, whereas fire ant colonies free from
parasites contain large numbers of larvae.

The new parasite may be introduced into
specific U.S. locations heavily infested by
the fire ants, said officials of the plant pest
control divisions of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture.
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ENTOMOLOGY
Feeding Stimulant Found
For Female Houseflies

» SCIENTISTS have isolated certain chem-
icals that stimulate female houseflies into
eating vigorously.

When less than one-millionth of an ounce
of the chemical is placed on a small piece
of filter paper, hundreds of female flies
cluster around and feed greedily.

By finding methods to influence the be-
havior of insects, scientists can come closer
to understanding how to control them.

The newly extracted material, so tasty to
houseflies, is guanosine monophosphate or
leucine, extracted from yeast hydrolysate or
casein hydrolysate, reported insect physiolo-
gists W. E. Robbins, R. E. Yamamoto and
T. J. Shortino and chemist M. J. Thompson.
The scientists have been conducting research
at the insect physiology pioneering research
laboratory of the Agriculture Research Serv-
ice, part of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture.

The extract seems to be appealing only
to female flies, not to males, the scientists
found. They believe it is probably corre-
lated with the ovarian development cycle
of the female.

Apparently none of these feeding stimu-
lants attract flies. When the substance is
placed in a cage of houseflies, random move-
ment brings some of them in contact, and
then they begin feeding. This feeding at-
tracts other flies, and within a few minutes
many females are clustered and feeding on
the material.
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AGRICULTURE
Devices for Shredding
Orchard Wastes Studied

» IN AN EFFORT to remove what little
contribution agriculture makes to America’s
polluted air, researchers are studying me-
chanical devices to chip and shred orchard
trimmings and grain stubble and turn them
back into the soil.

This would replace the ancient method
of burning crop residues, which farmers
have used to control plant diseases and
insect pests, pointed out Victor P. Osterli,
Agricultural Extension Service of the Uni-
versity of California at Davis.
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