350

BINO-TACH Connector $3.00 p.p.

Makes it EASY for everyone to
use the highest powered binoculars,
Bino-tach secures any make of
prism binocular to any photo-

tigue, seeing
improves 100 %! Its steady! Pre-
cision turned aluminum, brus!
finish. Original price almost $7.00
Closing out, final stock.
25¢ Brings bulletins.
Scientific & Lab Pro:lects
61-L Reade St., N.Y. 7, N.Y

WANTED
Men Who KNOW Their

MATHEMATICS

More and more in our dynamic economy, a knowl-
edge of basic mathematics pays off!

Whether in Engineering, Electronics, Mechanics,
Construction, Pure Science, etc.—or in Estimating, or
Trade and Finance, or Buying and Selling, etc.—the
man who gets there fustest with the mostest, MATH-
WISE, is likely to be rewarded handsomest!

Fortunately, there now exists, in a single volume of
240 fact-packed pages (including 195 clarifying illus-
trations), a basic course in mathematics, from arith-
metic to the calculus, arranged logically and in order
of difficulty. Explanations of principles are followed by
worked examples.

This one-volume math

HARRY ROSS

‘‘library’’ economizes not only
your money but, more important, your time. Amaz-
ingly, the author, with a rare talent for simplifying
the complicated, covers the whole gamut: treatment of
fractions, deamals, square roor and cube root, loga-
rithms, pr terest, olgebru, equa-
tions, graphs, plane and solld geometry, trigonometry,
differential and integral calculus; useful mathematical
tables; summary of mathematical formulas, etc., etc.

This remarkable work, which already has aided
thousands, will be of enormous help not only to those
who have forgotten their mathematics but also to those
now acquiring it. You may try it out at our risk.
ORDER NOW:

A REFRESHER COURSE IN MATHEMATICS
by F. J. Camm

240 pages o 195 lllustrations
$3.95 Postfree e 10-Day Money-Back Guarantee

EMERSON BOOKS, Inc.,
Dept. 460-P

251 W. 19th Street, New York 11

—EXPLORE THE SKIES!—

COLOR MAP OF THE NORTHERN HEAVENS:

30"x34'2", shows sfars fo magmfude 5.1. $1.50

COLOR CHARTS OF THE MOON: 2 maps of

first and last quarter, 23"x33”

ASTRONOMY AS A CAREER: 32-page booklet

on becoming an astronomer. $1.00
Write for free folder N.

SKY AND TELESCOPE .25 30Pucs.

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-
terest to scientists, science teachers and students,
science-minded laymen and hobbyists

25¢ per word, payable in advance Closmz date
3 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

BINDERS FOR SNL — BUFF-COLORED BUCK-
ram, Snap-in metal strips hold 52 copies, $4.00 pp.
Send order with remittance to Science News Letter,
1719 N Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036.

LINOOLNS, 10 DIFFERENT BEFORE 1921,
$1.00. Cooper, Dept. SNL, Box 6628, Kansas City,
Missouri 64123,

MARBLE-SMOOTH, BUBBLE-FREE PLASTER-
casting! Spray on ‘“Smooth-Cast’’, $1.15 postpaid.
Mold catalog, 354. New miracle hardener makes
plaster featherl ht yet hard as cement! $1.00.
‘Deepflex-SN’’, Torrance, Calif.

SURPLUS OPTICS-ELECTRONICS CATALOG. 72
pages 20¢. Meshna, Nahant, Mass.

THERE 1S MORE TO HUMANISM THAN FIGHT-
msi sugematural superstitution. Much more! Write and

merican Humanist Association, Dept. SNL5,
Humanist House, Yellow Springs, Ohio.
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PUBLIC HEALTH

Infected Drugs Recalled

» IF YOU ARE allergic to penicillin, you
can thank the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration for controlling inadvertent con-
tamination of other drugs with the
antibiotic.

FDA early this year requested tests for
safety levels of penicillin that had become
mixed with common drugs.

“Drug firms are cooperating fully in the
effort to eliminate all possibility of cross-
contamination in their plants,” FDA Com-
missioner George P. Larrick said in Wash-
ington, D.C.

With few exceptions pharmaceutical man-
ufacturers are recalling products that exceed
the low FDA “tolerances” set with the help
of an advisory committee of physicians from
Johns Hopkins, Harvard, Columbia Uni-
versity and other institutions, Commissioner
Larrick said. He added that FDA intends
to enforce its tolerance ruling, however,
and will “initiate court action” if firms do
not comply.

No cases of penicillin-sensitive individuals
being killed by other drugs containing the
antibiotic have been reported, but FDA
and its committee decided that no injectable
drugs should contain more than 0.05 unit
of penicillin. Oral drugs such as aspirin,
for example, should contain less than 0.5
unit of penicillin per maximum single dose.

Although the Pharmaceutical Manufac-
turers Association considers the FDA ruling
impractical, at least one company, E. R.
Squibb & Sons, in New York, began mak-
ing penicillin in an area isolated from other
drugs some six months before the FDA
requirement was made public on Jan. 28
of this year.

Bristol Laboratories, Syracuse, N.Y., one
of the largest producers of penicillin, is
putting up a one million dollar building
for the manufacture of the antibiotic, Dr.
Harold Frediani of Bristol told Science
Service. Dr. Frediani is chairman of the
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association
committee that meets with FDA on the
problem. He said, however, that the FDA
request is unrealistic.

Merck & Co., Inc,, Rahway, N.J., said
their penicillin is being made in a different
part of the plant from other drugs so they
are not finding the FDA request much of
a problem. Chas. Pfizer & Co., Inc., New
York, said the FDA request could be met
easily.

FDA says there are approximately 100
firms that process penicillin and other
drugs in the same establishment. Of these,
24 firms are currently recalling batches of
some 96 different drug products. Such re-
calls vary from a single lot to 200 batches
of one item.

Complete inspection of all firms that
produce penicillin along with other drugs
is being made by FDA representatives.
Samples of their non-antibiotic drugs are
being screen-tested in the FDA laboratories
at Cincinnati, Philadelphia and Detroit. At
the same time the drug companies are also
testing their products by FDA-approved
methods.

) I
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The contamination of other drugs by
penicillin is not due to unclean vats where
both are made. FDA says it appears to have
occurred because air currents in the plants
can carry penicillin dust to areas where
other drugs are made.

FDA’s advisory committee said it recog-
nized that the risk from penicillin contami-
nation of drugs was small. It said elimina-
tion of inadvertent contamination was
particularly recommended for injected drugs
in order to reduce the hazard to hypersensi-
tive persons,
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PHYSIOLOGY
Another Blood Factor
Discovered by Research

» THE BRISBANE RED CROSS blood
bank has discovered a new blood group
factor, probably present in four out of every
10 people.

This is the second new blood group. dis-
covered by the blood bank’s research team.
The bank’s director, Dr. A. E. Shaw, said
the new blood group had not yet been
named.

Samples of the new group factor would
be sent to the Commonwealth Serum Lab-
oratory, Melbourne, and to blood group
reference laboratories throughout the world
for conformation, he said.

“Although the group factor is common
to 40%, of people, until this discovery there
was no means of detecting it,” said Dr.
Shaw. “After six weeks of intensive work
it seems highly probable that this new group
factor is related to the MNS blood group
family. But our studies are not complete.

Dr. Shaw said the bank serologists and
research workers traced the new group
factor when asked for help by a country
hospital having trouble finding suitable
blood for a transfusion for a woman patient.
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PUBLIC HEALTH

Soft Water Linked
With Heart Disease

» THE RECENT observation in the United
States and Japan that a higher incidence
of heart disease arises in soft-water areas
than in hard-water areas has been confirmed
by research in Sweden, it was reported in
Stockholm.

Data on causes of death from 1950 to
1960 was gathered from all cities and towns
in Sweden with populations of more than
25,000.

A comparison then was made between
the data obtained and the characteristics of
the water supply during the same period
at each of the centers concerned.

A direct relationship was established be-
tween the “softness,” low mineral content,
of the water and the incidence of heart dis-
ease. The reasons underlying this connec-
tion, however, remain unexplained.

o Science News Letter, 87:350 May 29, 1965

STORM

www.jstor.org



