ORNITHOLOGY
Drugged Foods Control
Pigeon Population

» THE FIRST large-scale effort is now
underway to cut dbwn the population of
those plump, messy, city-dwelling pigeons.

By feeding whole wheat grains soaked in
a special drug to pigeons in two New York
City West Side areas, scientists hope to pre-
vent the production of pigeon eggs and
thus reduce existing flocks of the birds.

The painless drug, one of a large group
of medicines called Azo compounds, has an
anticholesterol activity and thus prevents
or inhibits the production of eggs, which
are a rich source of cholesterol, said Dr.
William H. Elder of the University of
Missouri, Columbia, and Col. Edmond M.
Rowan, director of the human works divi-
sion of the American Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals.

Results of the trials will be observed by
regular inventory of young birds in the
flocks this spring and summer.
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Viture Viote

Ivory-Billed Woodpecker

» THE RED-CRESTED ivory-billed wood-
pecker may be extinct. No one recently has
reported seeing this rare bird, and ornitholo-
gists believe that the last one may have
died, and the species will never be seen
again.

The ivory-bill, Campephilus principalis,
was the second largest woodpecker in the
world. With a wingspan of 33 inches, it
measured about 20 inches long, about the
size of a crow. The birds had glossy blue-
black feathers, with white wing tips, and
two narrow white stripes on each side of
the neck below the eyes. The male had
a perky scarlet crest, while the female’s
crest was entirely black.

Their beautiful ivory bills were part of
their destruction, for they were long con-
sidered as treasures by collectors, and In-
dians used to make coronets and wreaths
of them, with the points outward.

Formerly found throughout the Gulf
States as far north as North Carolina and
up the Mississippi Valley as far as southern
Ohio and Illinois, the ivory-bill used to live
primarily in the great overgrown swamps,
where aging trees with dying branches pro-
vided bounteous meals of wood-boring
larvae.

As bulldozers and logging equipment of
an expanding civilization cut out dead tim-
ber and cleared the swamps, these birds
could not adapt to another environment
and became scarce.

Their population began to shrink notice-
ably in the latter half of the 19th century,
and by 1885 they were gone from North
Carolina and from all areas west of the
Mississippi delta except the southeast tip
of Texas. By 1930 a few birds were found
only in the Santee swamp of South Caro-
lina, and in a few places in Florida and
Louisiana.
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Bausché& Lo A‘? ndard Teaching Microscopes ‘; “ i’;

HAVE(?) BIG FEATURES /}\

THAT MAKE HAPPY TEACHERS. ..

1. Locked-in, removable 10x Huygenian eyepiece, with pointer. 2. Ball-
bearing focusing slide resists rough handling, assures perfect smoothness,
precise centration. 3. Force-proof, safety clutch on low position fine ad-
Justment. Prevents damage to all parts of the focusing assembly, objec-
tives and specimen. 4. Prefocusing gage and automatic stop minimize
slide breakage and reduce focusing time. 5. Long bumper toes on base
protect stage and objectives during storage. 6. Full laboratory micro-
scope size and operation teach requisite skills.

There are other makes with some of these essential features but only
Bausch & Lomb Standard Teaching Microscopes have them all.

Get the most for your money. You need Bausch & Lomb instruments for
longest maintenance-free service through generations of students. You’ll
find them lowest priced in the long run—and your wisest investment.

For further information ask for Catalog 31-1140. Bausch & Lomb,
16017 Bausch Street, Rochester, New York 14602,
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