the Arabic “Al Zuban al Janubiyyah,”
which means “the southern claw.”

The Romans seem to have separated the
group from Scorpius during the reign of
Julius Caesar as emperor. They showed
these stars as the figure of Caesar holding
in his hands the scales of justice. Later the
emperor disappeared, leaving only the scales
as we have them today. However, the old
names of the two brightest stars were
retained.

Zubeneschamali, or beta Librae as the
astronomer usually calls it, is frequently
described as being greenish in hue. When
you look at it, however, you may not notice
this: it may seem bluish white like the
other stars. But this may be because it is
rather faint; at low levels of brightness, the
eye does not distinguish color very readily.
Look at it through a small telescope or a
pair of binoculars and you may detect a
slightly greenish tint.

Celestial Timetable for July

JULY EDT
3 Earth farthest from sun; dis-
tance 94,454,000 miles
8:00 p.m. Mercury passes south of
Venus
4 5:00 pm. Moon passes north of Mars
5 3:37 p.m. Moon in first quarter

Full moon

Moon farthest; distance
252,500 miles

Moon passes south of Saturn
Mercury farthest east of sun
Mercury passes south of
Venus

Moon in last quarter

Moon passes north of Jupiter
Moon nearest; distance
222,000 miles

New moon

Meteors visible, apparently
radiating from constellation
of Aquarius

30 6:00 am. Moon passes north of Venus

Substract one hour for CDT, two hours
for MDT, and three hours for PDT.
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13 1:02 p.m.
14 1:00 p.m.

18  3:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
19 2:00 a.m.

21 1:54 p.m.
25 10:00 a.m.
28  5:00 am.

7:45 p.m.
29 early am.

CONSERVATION
Nations Agree to Save
Whales From Extinction

» AN INTERNATIONAL WHALING
Commission with representatives from 14
nations met in London and unanimously
agreed to start drastic measures to save the
whale.

The agreement has been hailed by many
organizations, especially the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations,
which has been trying for years to get na-
tions to go slow in the orgy of slaughter
that has killed all but relatively few of
the sea giants.

The most important part of the agree-
ment sets a quota of Antarctic whales to
be harvested during the next hunting season,
196566, to 4,500 blue whales, 9,000 fin
whales and 27000 sei whales. Humpback
whales are under complete protection and
are not to be killed at all.

Each year, the Commission agreed, this
quota will be reduced until more whales
will be born than killed and the whale
species will slowly begin to recover.
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ZOOLOGY
Huge Bat Population
Thrives on Trinidad

See Front Cover

» THERE ARE PROBABLY more bats in
the belfries and fruit trees of Trinidad than
in any other country of its size.

Representatives of all the nine bat families
in the New World are found on this West
Indies island, about the size of Delaware,
stated Arthur M. Greenhall of the bird and
mammal laboratories, University of the West
Indies.

Some of these insect- and fruit-eating
creatures are seen on this week’s front
cover. They are becoming so numerous that
they are now called house bats, Mr. Green-
hall reported in Natural History.

Certain free-tailed bats, Molossus ater and
M. major, even prefer the hot underside of
metal roofs where temperatures of 130 de-
grees Fahrenheit have been recorded, to
cooler roosts under palm fronds. The house-
loving bats infest private houses by the
hundreds, annoying people by their noisy
thumping and scuttling, and creating dan-
gerous stresses on ceilings from the increas-
ing weight of their droppings over the
years.

Trying to control this bat population is
complicated because the island is only six
miles from the South American mainland.
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Wafure %ofe

Polar Bear

» THE THICK-COATED polar bear, one
of the largest meat-eating animals on earth,
has just been put on the danger list—the
list stating that he is in possible danger of
becoming extinct.

For many years, these valuable bears,
Thalarctos maritimus, have been easy tar-
gets. Unsporting hunters in airplanes are
using high-powered automatic rifles to kill
the bears throughout their North Pole
territories.

At present there are no international laws
prohibiting or limiting the shooting, and
their numbers have been decreasing
throughout their arctic habitat that stretches
across Alaska, Canada, Labrador, Green-
land, Iceland, Norway and Russia.

The white and creamy bears are land
animals quite at home in water. With thick
oily fur to keep their bodies warm and
dry, they sometimes spend much of their
lives on ice floes hundreds of miles from
land. They eat the sea creatures around
them—seals, fish, young walrus and sea
birds. In summer they eat the berries and
leaves of tundra plants and algae.

On land the bear can run faster than a
reindeer, and in the sea he can swim two
and a half miles an hour,

The bear is said to have a superb sense
of smell and canny intelligence in tracking
down prey over the barren regions of
snow. Since his coal-black nose does not
blend into the background of snow and
ice, a bear sometimes will cover his nose
with his paw and slide across the ice on
his stomach to stalk his prey.

e Science News Letter, 87:407 June 26, 1965

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The Science News-Letter. RIKORS

L g

SCIENCE BARGAINS |

EXPLORE THE WORLD OF “OP ART”
Fascinating New

MOIRE PATTERNS KIT

Fantastic Visval Effects!
Limitless Applications

iment wit.h the nmazmz new tool of to-
asis of “OP ART —Ilatest rage sweeping
country in art, fashion, packaging industries.
1 000- of uses for hobbymt.s, pho! aphers, desi,
ers, lab and home experimenters. I Profitable!
Unlimited potential, Here’s your comfalete introduction
to this new technology in one simpli
kit developed by Dr. Gerald Uster, Brook]yn Poly.
Inst. Contains 8 basic patterns on both clear acetate
lantern slide size 3 x4” (.060 thick)
.010” thick white Kromekote paper 3% "x4%"

Now!
morrow

(ooated one side) : (1) Coarse mtgnz (2) 65-line
(3) rithmic scale grating, (4) Radial

es Sdecrees 5) Equispaced circles, (6) Fresnel
phere pro;ection (8) ar TO-

““The Science of Moire Pat,
, An &uLhorltanve introduction to the fascinat.
1world of moire.

o N 0 4 T T R Ay S $6.00 Ppd.
Stock No. 60 402-0 Same as above
SEIOME OB . 5 - 3w warm osdin $4.00 Ppd.

MOIRB PA'ITERN ACCESSORY KIT. For addi-
tional experim Incl. metallic balloon, calcite,
two kinds of diﬂ

gratings, one-way mirror foil
olanzmz materials, assortm;

onchi rulings, ents of
Smk No. BOMBIE. . 2 0'.- 05 5 iriais $8.00 Ppd.

Solve Problems! Tell Fortunes! Play Games!
NEW WORKING MODEL DIGITAL COMPUTER

Actual Minlature Version of
Qlant Electronic Brains

Fascinating new see-through model
oom ut«r actually solves problems,
; l}mter fundamentals,
Adda subtracts, mult:lplxes sh complements, cnr-
nea mam sequen es. Attr
Im’fluhc glm easily assembled. 12"
x 3 % e x4 % #, y-step assembly diagrams,
32 -page inatrucuon book covering operation, computer
e (binary system) programming, problems and

experimen
Stock No. 70,688-Q................ $6.00 Ppd.

SCIENCE TREASURE CHESTS
For Boys—Girls—Adults!
Sclence Treasure Ohest—Extra-powerful
magnets, compus one-

way-mirror fllm,
ing and lots of e &ems for hu.ncfrr:ds
of thrilling experiments, plus a Ten-Lens
Klt for maldnz telescopes

Full ins ct:lons included.
stook No. 70848-Q. ... ........:% $5.00 Pnpd
Solence Treasure Chest Deluxe—Everything in Ches
above pluamcxmt:mz additional items for more n,dvulced

periment includin, crystal~crowmz kit, electric
m%tor. moleculnr models sets, first surface mirrors,
and lots

Stock No 70343-0 ............. $10.00 Pstpd.

WOODEN SOLID PUZZI.ES

4 12 Different pusales that ill
S stimulate your nbﬁity v{nk
and Here is

ovide hours
ve different

) ) Teassem| give a chance for
all the famllyaﬁmmg and old, to test skill, patience

and, be:vth’] lsotgnugfnt? lbilbt:‘zi to think and
reason 3 un. OUrs_now.
Stock No. 70,206- ............... SSYOO Pst%d.

Terrific Buy! American Made!

OPAQUE PROJECTOR
Projects illustrations up to 3” x
%" and unla.rzes them to 35” x
07 i is 63 ft. from pro-
ector. largerr 1ct1 res if screen is
further away. ilm or negatives
needed Pro;ects charts, diagrams,

% photos, lettering in full
colm- or blnckg.nd-w te. Operabes on 115 volts A.C.

extension cord a egl included.

Open on 60 wa.t.t bulb, not mclud ize 12” x
4%"” wi Weight 1 1b. 2 ozs. Plastic case

Stock No. 70 199-0 $7.95 Postpaid

Opaque Projeotor with Kaleldosco,

unit as above, but provides endless additional proj-

Attachment. Same
ects with everchanging kaleidosco tterns.
Stock No. 70,714-Q.......... pe pns 10.00 Ppd.

Order by Stook No.—Send Check or M.O. Shipment
samc day recelved—S8atisfaction or money back.

TEACHERS: Write for Educational Catalog Q-2
Edmund Sclentific Co., Barrington, N.J.

MAIL COUPON for FREE CATALOG “Q”

EDMUND SCIENTIFIC CO.
Barrington, New Jersey

’

| completely new 1965 Edition. 148

I pages. Nearly 4000 BARGAINS.

I Please Rush Free Catalog “Q”
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